
ucla phd economics admission

ucla phd economics admission is a competitive and comprehensive process designed to attract highly

qualified candidates to one of the leading economics programs in the country. The UCLA PhD program

in Economics offers a rigorous curriculum that prepares students for a variety of careers in academia,

government, and the private sector. This article will explore the admission requirements, application

process, program structure, and resources available for prospective students. By understanding these

key areas, applicants can enhance their chances of securing a spot in this prestigious program.
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Understanding the UCLA PhD Economics Program

The UCLA PhD program in Economics is designed to provide students with a deep understanding of

economic theory and its application to real-world problems. The program is known for its strong faculty,

diverse research opportunities, and collaborative environment. Students engage in rigorous



coursework, original research, and teaching experiences, preparing them for successful careers in

various sectors.

UCLA's Department of Economics emphasizes both quantitative and qualitative research

methodologies, allowing students to explore a wide range of economic topics. The program also

encourages interdisciplinary collaboration, enabling students to work with other departments and

centers within UCLA, enhancing their academic experience and research potential.

Admission Requirements

To be considered for admission to the UCLA PhD program in Economics, candidates must meet

specific academic and professional criteria. These requirements ensure that applicants possess a solid

foundation in economics and related fields.

Academic Background

Applicants must hold a bachelor's degree from an accredited institution, ideally with a strong

background in economics, mathematics, and statistics. Coursework in calculus, linear algebra, and real

analysis is particularly important, as these areas form the foundation for advanced economic theory

and quantitative methods.

Standardized Tests

All applicants are required to submit Graduate Record Examination (GRE) scores. A competitive GRE

score is crucial for demonstrating analytical and quantitative abilities. While there is no minimum score

requirement, successful candidates typically present scores in the upper percentiles.



Letters of Recommendation

Applicants must provide three letters of recommendation from individuals who can speak to their

academic abilities and potential for success in a PhD program. It is beneficial if at least one letter

comes from a professor familiar with the applicant's work in economics or a closely related field.

Statement of Purpose

The statement of purpose is a critical component of the application. It should articulate the applicant's

research interests, career goals, and reasons for choosing UCLA's program. A well-crafted statement

will highlight the applicant's unique experiences and aspirations while aligning them with the program's

strengths.

Application Process

The application process for the UCLA PhD Economics program is thorough, requiring careful

preparation and attention to detail. Prospective students should be aware of the following steps to

ensure a successful application.

Application Timeline

Applications are typically due in early December for admission in the following fall. It is essential for

applicants to check the specific dates for the year they are applying, as these can vary. Early

preparation is advisable to gather all necessary materials and complete the application on time.



Required Application Materials

In addition to the online application, candidates must submit the following materials:

Official GRE scores

Transcripts from all post-secondary institutions attended

Three letters of recommendation

Statement of purpose

Resume or curriculum vitae

Interview Process

Some applicants may be invited for an interview as part of the selection process. This interview allows

the admissions committee to assess the applicant's fit for the program and to discuss their research

interests in more detail.

Program Structure and Curriculum

The UCLA PhD program in Economics features a structured yet flexible curriculum designed to provide

a comprehensive education in economic theory and research methodologies. The program typically

requires students to complete coursework in the first two years, followed by a comprehensive



examination and the completion of a dissertation.

Core Coursework

Students are required to complete core courses in microeconomics, macroeconomics, and

econometrics. These foundational courses are crucial for developing the analytical skills necessary for

advanced research.

Elective Courses

After completing the core requirements, students can choose from a variety of elective courses that

align with their research interests. These electives may cover specialized topics such as labor

economics, development economics, and public policy.

Dissertation Research

Following successful completion of coursework and examinations, students will embark on their

dissertation research. This phase allows candidates to contribute original insights to the field of

economics, guided by faculty advisors.

Financial Aid and Funding Opportunities

Financing a PhD can be a significant concern for prospective students. UCLA offers various funding

opportunities to support students throughout their academic journey.



Fellowships and Assistantships

Many students receive funding through fellowships or teaching and research assistantships. These

positions provide a stipend and tuition remission in exchange for teaching or assisting faculty with

research projects.

External Funding Sources

In addition to university-provided funding, students are encouraged to seek external scholarships and

grants. Numerous organizations offer financial support for graduate students in economics, which can

significantly alleviate the financial burden of pursuing a PhD.

Resources for Prospective Students

UCLA offers a wealth of resources for prospective PhD students to enhance their application

experience and academic success.

Advising and Mentorship

The Department of Economics provides advising services to help students navigate the application

process and understand program expectations. Connecting with current students and faculty can also

provide valuable insights into the program and its culture.



Workshops and Seminars

Prospective students can benefit from attending workshops and seminars hosted by the department.

These events often feature guest speakers from academia and industry, providing opportunities for

networking and exposure to current research trends.

Online Resources

The UCLA Economics Department website contains a wealth of information about the program,

including faculty research interests, current student profiles, and application tips. Engaging with these

resources can help applicants strengthen their understanding of the program and improve their

application materials.

Final Thoughts

UCLA PhD Economics admission is a rigorous process that requires a strong academic background,

relevant experience, and a clear vision for future research. By understanding the admission

requirements and program structure, prospective students can effectively prepare themselves for a

successful application. The program’s emphasis on research and collaboration ensures that graduates

are well-equipped to excel in various careers within economics.

Q: What is the application deadline for the UCLA PhD Economics

program?

A: The application deadline is typically in early December for admission in the following fall. It is

important to check the specific dates for the year you are applying.



Q: Are GRE scores required for the UCLA PhD Economics application?

A: Yes, all applicants must submit GRE scores as part of their application. Competitive scores are

essential to demonstrate analytical and quantitative abilities.

Q: What types of financial aid are available for UCLA PhD Economics

students?

A: Students may receive funding through fellowships, teaching assistantships, and research

assistantships, which provide stipends and tuition remission. Additionally, external scholarships may be

available.

Q: What is the typical duration of the UCLA PhD Economics program?

A: The program typically takes five to six years to complete, depending on the time taken to finish

coursework, pass comprehensive exams, and complete the dissertation.

Q: Is prior research experience required for admission to the UCLA

PhD Economics program?

A: While prior research experience is not strictly required, it is highly beneficial. Demonstrating

research potential can strengthen your application, particularly in your statement of purpose and letters

of recommendation.

Q: Can international students apply for the UCLA PhD Economics

program?

A: Yes, international students are encouraged to apply. They must meet the same admission



requirements as domestic students, including submitting GRE scores and proof of English proficiency if

applicable.

Q: What are the core courses required in the UCLA PhD Economics

program?

A: Core courses typically include microeconomics, macroeconomics, and econometrics. These

foundational courses are essential for developing the analytical skills necessary for advanced research.

Q: How can prospective students connect with current PhD students in

the program?

A: Prospective students can reach out through departmental events, workshops, or by contacting the

department to inquire about student-led initiatives or networking opportunities.

Q: What is the importance of the statement of purpose in the

application?

A: The statement of purpose is crucial as it outlines the applicant's research interests, career goals,

and motivations for choosing UCLA. A compelling statement can significantly impact the admissions

decision.

Q: Are interviews part of the UCLA PhD Economics admission process?

A: Some applicants may be invited for an interview as part of the selection process. This interview

provides an opportunity for the admissions committee to assess the applicant's fit for the program.
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