
umass economics major requirements
umass economics major requirements are essential for prospective students interested in
pursuing a degree in economics at the University of Massachusetts. Understanding these
requirements can help students navigate their academic journey, ensuring they meet all necessary
criteria for admission and successful completion of the program. This article will delve into the specific
prerequisites for the economics major, the core curriculum, elective options, and additional academic
policies that students should be aware of. We will also explore the skills developed through this
program and potential career paths for graduates.
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Introduction to UMass Economics Major

The UMass Amherst Economics Major is designed to provide students with a solid foundation in
economic theory, quantitative methods, and analytical skills. Students are equipped to understand
complex economic issues and apply their knowledge in real-world situations. To pursue this major,
students must adhere to specific requirements that encompass both the foundational courses and
advanced studies in economics. Understanding these requirements is crucial for academic success
and career readiness in a competitive job market.



Overview of Major Requirements

To declare an economics major at UMass, students must complete certain prerequisites and maintain
particular academic standards. The requirements typically include a combination of introductory
courses, a minimum GPA, and completion of specific coursework during the first two years of study.

Prerequisites for Admission

Before officially declaring the economics major, students must complete the following prerequisite
courses:

Introduction to Microeconomics (ECO 201)

Introduction to Macroeconomics (ECO 202)

Calculus (MATH 104 or equivalent)

Statistics (STAT 100 or equivalent)

These courses provide foundational knowledge that is crucial for advanced economics studies.
Students are advised to achieve a grade of C or better in each of these courses to ensure they
possess the necessary skills for success.

Minimum GPA Requirement

Students must maintain a minimum overall GPA of 2.0 to remain in the economics major. This
requirement ensures that students are engaged with their studies and are making satisfactory
academic progress.

Core Curriculum for Economics Majors

The core curriculum is designed to provide students with a deep understanding of economic principles
and analytical frameworks. The following core courses are required:

Intermediate Microeconomic Theory (ECO 301)

Intermediate Macroeconomic Theory (ECO 302)



Econometrics (ECO 360)

Economic History (ECO 391)

These courses build upon the knowledge gained in introductory courses and are essential for students
pursuing a career in economics or related fields. They cover both theoretical aspects and practical
applications, employing statistical methods and economic analysis.

Elective Courses and Specializations

In addition to the core curriculum, economics majors at UMass are required to take elective courses to
tailor their education to their interests and career goals. The electives can cover a wide range of
topics, including:

Labor Economics

Development Economics

Environmental Economics

International Economics

Public Economics

Students are encouraged to choose electives that align with their career aspirations, whether they are
interested in public policy, finance, or international development.

Specialization Options

Students may also opt for specializations that offer in-depth study in particular areas of economics.
These specializations often require additional coursework and may include:

Financial Economics

Quantitative Economics

Behavioral Economics



Specializations not only enhance expertise but also make graduates more competitive in the job
market.

Academic Policies and Recommendations

UMass has established several academic policies pertaining to the economics major that students
should be aware of. It is recommended that students consult with academic advisors regularly to stay
informed about program updates and requirements.

Advising and Support

Students are encouraged to meet with academic advisors at least once a semester to discuss their
academic progress, course selections, and career goals. Advisors can provide valuable insights into
available resources and opportunities within the economics department.

Internship and Research Opportunities

Participation in internships and research projects is highly encouraged. These experiences allow
students to apply their classroom learning in real-world settings, enhancing their resumes and
providing networking opportunities within the field.

Skills Developed in the Economics Program

The UMass economics program equips students with a variety of skills that are highly valued in the
job market. Key skills include:

Analytical Thinking

Quantitative Analysis

Problem Solving

Critical Thinking

Effective Communication

These skills are not only applicable to economics but are also transferable to various fields such as
business, finance, and public policy, making graduates versatile and employable.



Career Opportunities for Economics Graduates

Graduates with an economics degree from UMass have a wide array of career options available to
them. Some of the most common career paths include:

Economic Analyst

Financial Analyst

Policy Advisor

Market Research Analyst

Consultant

The skills and knowledge acquired through the economics program prepare students for both private
sector roles and positions within government and non-profit organizations. The demand for economics
graduates remains strong, reflecting the importance of economic analysis in decision-making
processes across various industries.

Conclusion

Understanding the UMass economics major requirements is essential for prospective students aiming
to navigate their academic journey successfully. From prerequisite courses to core curriculum and
elective options, the program is designed to equip students with the knowledge and skills necessary
for a successful career in economics or related fields. With a strong emphasis on analytical thinking
and quantitative methods, UMass graduates are well-prepared to tackle complex economic issues in a
variety of professional settings.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What are the specific GPA requirements to maintain an
economics major at UMass?
A: Students must maintain a minimum overall GPA of 2.0 to remain in the economics major at UMass.
This ensures students are making satisfactory academic progress.



Q: Are there any recommended electives for students
pursuing an economics major?
A: Yes, students are encouraged to take electives that align with their career goals. Recommended
electives include Labor Economics, Environmental Economics, and International Economics.

Q: Can I specialize within the economics major at UMass?
A: Yes, students can opt for specializations such as Financial Economics or Behavioral Economics,
which require additional coursework and provide in-depth study in specific areas.

Q: How can I gain practical experience while studying
economics at UMass?
A: Students are encouraged to participate in internships and research projects, which provide real-
world experience and enhance their resumes.

Q: What kind of careers can I pursue with an economics
degree from UMass?
A: Graduates can pursue various careers including Economic Analyst, Financial Analyst, Policy Advisor,
and Market Research Analyst, among others.

Q: Are there any specific courses that I must complete before
declaring the economics major?
A: Yes, students must complete Introduction to Microeconomics, Introduction to Macroeconomics,
Calculus, and Statistics with a grade of C or better.

Q: Is it possible to take online courses for the economics
major at UMass?
A: UMass offers some courses online, but it is essential to check the current course offerings and
availability of online options with the economics department.

Q: How important is quantitative analysis in the economics
program?
A: Quantitative analysis is crucial in the economics program, and courses such as Econometrics are
designed to equip students with the necessary statistical skills for economic analysis.



Q: What resources are available for academic support in the
economics major?
A: UMass provides academic advising, tutoring services, and access to research opportunities to
support students in their academic journey.

Q: How can I get involved in research as an economics
student at UMass?
A: Students can seek opportunities to assist faculty with research projects or propose their own
research topics, often through internships or independent study courses.
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