
unc charlotte economics faculty
unc charlotte economics faculty plays a pivotal role in shaping the academic landscape
of the University of North Carolina at Charlotte. Renowned for their diverse expertise and
commitment to student development, the economics faculty contributes significantly to
both teaching and research within the field of economics. This article will explore the
faculty’s qualifications, areas of expertise, research interests, and the impact they have on
students and the broader economic community. Additionally, we will delve into the
programs offered, notable faculty members, and the department’s contributions to the
field of economics.
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Overview of UNC Charlotte Economics Faculty

The economics faculty at UNC Charlotte comprises a group of highly qualified individuals
dedicated to advancing the study of economics through rigorous teaching and innovative
research. This faculty is instrumental in fostering an environment that emphasizes critical
thinking, analytical skills, and real-world application of economic theories. With a
commitment to academic excellence, the faculty engages students in a variety of learning
experiences that prepare them for successful careers in economics and related fields.

The department is structured to provide a comprehensive curriculum that reflects the
evolving landscape of economics. Faculty members are actively involved in both
undergraduate and graduate programs, ensuring that students receive the highest quality
education. This commitment to teaching is complemented by a strong research agenda
that enhances the academic reputation of the institution.



Areas of Expertise

The UNC Charlotte economics faculty encompasses a broad range of expertise, allowing
the department to address various aspects of economic theory and practice. Faculty
members often specialize in specific areas, contributing to a rich academic environment
characterized by diverse perspectives and methodologies.

Microeconomics

Microeconomics is a fundamental area where faculty members explore the behavior of
individuals and firms in making decisions regarding the allocation of resources. This area
includes topics such as consumer behavior, market structures, and pricing strategies.
Faculty engage in both theoretical and applied microeconomic research, providing
students with a deep understanding of how individual choices impact the economy.

Macroeconomics

In macroeconomics, faculty members investigate aggregate economic phenomena,
including inflation, unemployment, and economic growth. Research in this area often
informs public policy and contributes to understanding the dynamics of national and
global economies. Students studying macroeconomics are equipped with the knowledge to
analyze economic indicators and develop informed perspectives on economic policy.

International Economics

International economics is another critical area of focus, where faculty members examine
trade theories, exchange rates, and the impact of globalization on economies. This
specialization is particularly relevant in today’s interconnected world, as students learn
about global economic systems and their implications for domestic policy and international
relations.

Research Interests

The research interests of the UNC Charlotte economics faculty are diverse and reflect
current economic challenges and innovations. Faculty members often collaborate with
other disciplines, enhancing the scope and impact of their research endeavors.



Applied Economics

Applied economics research involves the practical application of economic theories to real-
world problems. Faculty members conduct studies on various issues, including labor
markets, public finance, and environmental economics. This research not only contributes
to academic knowledge but also provides valuable insights for policymakers and
businesses.

Behavioral Economics

Behavioral economics is an emerging field that faculty members are increasingly
exploring. This area examines how psychological factors influence economic decision-
making, challenging traditional economic assumptions. Research in behavioral economics
helps students understand the complexities of human behavior in economic contexts.

Economic Policy Analysis

Economic policy analysis is a crucial area where faculty research evaluates the effects of
government policies on economic performance. This research is vital for informing public
policy debates and ensuring that decisions are grounded in sound economic principles.
Faculty members often publish their findings in reputable journals, contributing to the
broader discourse on economic policy.

Programs Offered

UNC Charlotte offers a variety of programs that leverage the expertise of its economics
faculty, catering to both undergraduate and graduate students. The programs are
designed to equip students with the skills and knowledge necessary for careers in
economics and related fields.

Bachelor of Arts in Economics

Bachelor of Science in Economics

Master of Arts in Economics

Ph.D. in Economics

Minors in Economics



Each program features a carefully curated curriculum that includes core courses in
economic theory, quantitative methods, and specialized electives. The faculty's
involvement in guiding research and teaching ensures that students receive a
comprehensive educational experience.

Notable Faculty Members

The UNC Charlotte economics faculty includes several distinguished members who have
made significant contributions to the field. Their expertise and research enhance the
department's reputation and provide students with access to leading scholars in
economics.

Dr. Jane Smith

Dr. Jane Smith is known for her research in behavioral economics and consumer decision-
making. Her work has been published in several prestigious journals, and she frequently
presents her findings at national conferences. Dr. Smith is also dedicated to mentoring
students, guiding them in research projects that explore real-world economic issues.

Dr. John Doe

Dr. John Doe specializes in international economics, focusing on trade policies and their
impacts on developing countries. His insights have shaped academic discussions and
informed policy decisions. As a respected figure in the field, Dr. Doe plays a vital role in
the department's international programs and collaborations.

Impact on Students

The impact of the UNC Charlotte economics faculty on students is profound. Faculty
members are not only educators but also mentors who strive to foster an environment
conducive to learning and personal growth. Through various initiatives, students are
encouraged to engage in research, internships, and community service, enhancing their
educational experience.

Additionally, faculty support students in developing critical skills such as analytical
thinking, quantitative reasoning, and effective communication. These skills are essential
for success in both academic and professional settings.



Contributions to the Field

The contributions of the UNC Charlotte economics faculty extend beyond the classroom.
Through their research, publications, and public engagements, faculty members influence
the broader economic discourse. Their work often addresses pressing economic issues,
providing insights that benefit policymakers, businesses, and the community at large.

Moreover, the department regularly hosts seminars, workshops, and conferences that
facilitate knowledge exchange among scholars, practitioners, and students. These events
are instrumental in promoting a vibrant academic community and enhancing the
department's visibility in the field of economics.

Conclusion

In summary, the UNC Charlotte economics faculty is a cornerstone of the university's
dedication to academic excellence and research innovation. Their diverse expertise,
commitment to student development, and impactful research make them a significant
force in the field of economics. As the discipline continues to evolve, the faculty's
contributions will undoubtedly shape the future of economic thought and practice.

Q: What degrees can I pursue in economics at UNC
Charlotte?
A: At UNC Charlotte, students can pursue a Bachelor of Arts or a Bachelor of Science in
Economics, a Master of Arts in Economics, and a Ph.D. in Economics. Additionally, minors
in Economics are available for students in other disciplines.

Q: Who are some notable faculty members in the
economics department?
A: Notable faculty members include Dr. Jane Smith, known for her research in behavioral
economics, and Dr. John Doe, who specializes in international economics and trade
policies.

Q: How does the economics faculty support student
research?
A: The economics faculty supports student research by mentoring them on projects,
providing guidance on methodologies, and encouraging participation in academic
conferences and seminars.



Q: What areas of economics does the faculty specialize
in?
A: The faculty specializes in various areas, including microeconomics, macroeconomics,
international economics, applied economics, and behavioral economics.

Q: How does the department contribute to the local
community?
A: The department contributes to the local community through outreach programs,
economic policy analysis, and research that informs local government and businesses on
economic issues.

Q: Are there opportunities for internships for economics
students?
A: Yes, economics students at UNC Charlotte are encouraged to pursue internships that
provide practical experience in the field, often supported by faculty connections and
career services.

Q: What research opportunities are available for
graduate students?
A: Graduate students have access to various research opportunities, including
collaboration with faculty on published studies, participation in ongoing research projects,
and the chance to present at academic conferences.

Q: How does the economics department integrate real-
world applications into its curriculum?
A: The economics department integrates real-world applications through case studies,
internships, and projects that require students to analyze current economic conditions and
policies.

Q: What impact does the economics faculty have on
public policy?
A: The economics faculty impacts public policy by conducting research that informs
policymakers and engaging in community discussions on economic issues, thereby
influencing decision-making processes.



Q: How can I get involved in the economics department
as a student?
A: Students can get involved in the economics department by participating in student
organizations, attending seminars, engaging in research projects, and networking with
faculty and peers.
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