university of wisconsin economics phd

university of wisconsin economics phd programs are designed to equip students
with advanced analytical skills, theoretical knowledge, and practical
experience in the field of economics. The University of Wisconsin-Madison is
renowned for its robust economics department, offering a PhD program that
emphasizes both research and teaching. This article provides an in-depth
exploration of the University of Wisconsin's Economics PhD program, detailing
the curriculum, faculty expertise, research opportunities, admission
requirements, and career prospects for graduates. Through this comprehensive
guide, prospective students will gain valuable insights into what makes this
program a leading choice for aspiring economists.
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Overview of the University of Wisconsin
Economics PhD Program

The University of Wisconsin-Madison offers a PhD in Economics that is
distinguished by its rigorous academic environment and a strong emphasis on
research. The program aims to prepare students for careers in academia,
government, and industry by providing a thorough grounding in economic theory
and quantitative methods. The faculty is composed of leading economists who
are actively engaged in research, ensuring that students are exposed to
current economic issues and methodologies.

The program is designed to be completed in approximately five years, during
which students will develop their research skills, complete coursework, and
write a dissertation. The University of Wisconsin is particularly well-known
for its contributions to labor economics, health economics, and public
economics, making it an attractive option for students interested in these



areas.

Curriculum Structure and Course Offerings

The curriculum for the PhD in Economics at the University of Wisconsin is
structured to provide a solid foundation in both theoretical and empirical
economics. The first two years primarily consist of coursework, while the
subsequent years focus on research and dissertation writing.

Core Courses

Students are required to complete a series of core courses that cover
fundamental topics in economics. These typically include:

Microeconomic Theory

Macroeconomic Theory

Econometrics

Economic Statistics

These core courses are essential for building a robust understanding of
economic principles and quantitative analysis, which are critical for both
research and professional practice.

Elective Courses

In addition to core requirements, students can choose from various elective
courses that allow them to specialize in areas of interest. Popular elective
topics include:

Behavioral Economics

Development Economics

Environmental Economics

Industrial Organization



e International Economics

These elective courses provide students with the flexibility to tailor their
education to their specific research interests and career goals.

Research Opportunities and Areas of Focus

The University of Wisconsin-Madison fosters a vibrant research environment
where PhD students are encouraged to engage in original research early in
their academic careers. This commitment to research is evident in the

program's structure, which emphasizes the importance of dissertation work.

Research Centers and Resources

Students have access to various research centers and resources that enhance
their academic experience. Some notable centers include:

e The La Follette School of Public Affairs

e The Institute for Research on Poverty

e The Center for Financial Security

These centers provide students with opportunities to collaborate on research
projects, attend seminars, and access valuable data sets.

Dissertation Research

The dissertation is a pivotal component of the PhD program, allowing students
to conduct in-depth research on a topic of their choice. Students are
encouraged to explore innovative questions that contribute to the field of
economics. Faculty members provide guidance and mentorship throughout this
process, ensuring that students develop their research ideas effectively.

Faculty Expertise and Mentorship



The faculty at the University of Wisconsin-Madison's Economics Department is
composed of leading scholars who are recognized for their contributions to
various fields within economics. Faculty members are not only committed to
research but also to teaching and mentoring students.

Mentorship Opportunities

New PhD students are paired with faculty mentors who guide them through their
academic journey. This mentorship is vital for helping students navigate
coursework, research projects, and the dissertation process. Faculty members
often involve students in their research, providing practical experience and
enhancing students’ learning.

Research Collaboration

Collaboration between faculty and students is encouraged, allowing students
to contribute to published research and gain valuable insights into the
academic publishing process. This collaboration fosters a rich learning
environment and prepares students for their future careers.

Admission Requirements and Application Process

Gaining admission to the University of Wisconsin-Madison's Economics PhD
program is competitive and requires careful preparation. The admissions
committee evaluates applicants based on their academic background, research
potential, and fit for the program.

Eligibility Criteria
To be eligible for admission, applicants typically need:

e A completed application form

e A bachelor’s degree in economics or a related field
e Strong GRE scores

e Letters of recommendation

e A statement of purpose outlining research interests and career goals



Application Timeline

It is important for applicants to be aware of the application timeline.
Generally, applications open in the fall, and the deadline for submission is
typically in December for admission the following fall semester. Early
preparation is crucial for submitting a strong application.

Career Prospects for Graduates



