
what can i do if i study economics

what can i do if i study economics is a question many students and professionals ponder as they navigate
their academic and career paths. Economics is a versatile field that opens doors to various opportunities,
ranging from finance to policy-making, and beyond. This article will explore the diverse career options
available to economics graduates, the skills they acquire, and how they can leverage their education in the
job market. Additionally, we will delve into advanced studies, internships, and the importance of
networking in the field of economics. Whether you are an undergraduate considering your next steps or a
graduate seeking to enhance your career prospects, this guide will provide valuable insights to help you
make informed decisions.
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Understanding Career Opportunities in Economics
Graduating with a degree in economics equips individuals with a strong analytical background and a deep
understanding of economic principles, making them valuable in various sectors. The following are some
prominent career paths for economics graduates:

Finance and Banking
Many economics graduates find rewarding positions in finance and banking. They can work as financial
analysts, investment bankers, or risk managers. These roles typically involve analyzing financial data,
assessing market trends, and providing recommendations to clients or organizations.

Government and Public Policy
Economics graduates are well-suited for roles in government agencies or non-profit organizations. Positions



such as policy analysts or economic advisors allow them to influence public policy and contribute to societal
well-being through research and analysis.

Consulting
Consulting firms often seek economics graduates for their analytical skills and problem-solving abilities.
These professionals help businesses improve their operations, strategy, and efficiency through data-driven
insights.

Academia and Research
For those interested in teaching and research, pursuing a Ph.D. in economics can lead to a career in
academia. Professors and researchers contribute to the field through teaching, publishing papers, and
conducting studies that advance economic theory and practice.

Essential Skills Gained from Studying Economics
Studying economics provides students with a robust set of skills that are applicable in various professional
contexts. Here are some of the key skills developed:

Analytical Skills
Economics emphasizes critical thinking and quantitative analysis. Students learn to interpret complex data,
assess economic models, and make informed decisions based on their analyses.

Research Skills
Conducting research is a fundamental aspect of economics education. Students gain experience in gathering
data, employing statistical methods, and presenting findings clearly and concisely.

Communication Skills
Effective communication is crucial in economics. Graduates must articulate their findings and
recommendations, both in written and verbal formats, to diverse audiences, including stakeholders and
policymakers.



Problem-Solving Abilities
Economics education fosters strong problem-solving skills. Students learn to approach challenges
methodically, considering various factors and potential outcomes when developing solutions.

Further Education: Specializations and Advanced Degrees
For many economics graduates, pursuing further education can enhance career prospects and allow for
specialization in specific areas of interest. Here are some popular options:

Master's in Economics
A Master’s degree in economics allows graduates to deepen their understanding of economic theory and
apply it in practical contexts. This qualification often leads to higher-level positions in research, policy-
making, or academia.

Master of Business Administration (MBA)
An MBA with a focus on finance or economics offers graduates a broader business perspective, equipping
them with leadership and management skills. This path is particularly beneficial for those aiming for
executive roles in corporations.

Ph.D. in Economics
For those inclined towards research and academia, a Ph.D. in economics is essential. This degree enables
graduates to teach at the university level and contribute original research to the field.

Internships and Practical Experience
Gaining practical experience through internships is vital for economics students. Internships provide real-
world exposure and enable students to apply theoretical knowledge in professional settings. Here’s how to
maximize internship opportunities:

Seek internships in relevant fields such as finance, government, or consulting.

Leverage university career services to find internship openings.



Network with professionals in your desired industry to uncover hidden opportunities.

Participate in projects or research initiatives during internships to build your portfolio.

The Importance of Networking in Economics
Networking is an essential component of a successful career in economics. Building professional
relationships can lead to job opportunities, mentorship, and collaborative projects. Here are some effective
networking strategies:

Attend Industry Conferences
Participating in economics-related conferences allows students and professionals to connect with industry
leaders and peers. These events often feature discussions on current trends and research, providing valuable
insights and networking opportunities.

Join Professional Organizations
Becoming a member of professional organizations, such as the American Economic Association, can enhance
your visibility and provide access to exclusive resources, events, and job boards.

Utilize Social Media
Platforms like LinkedIn offer a unique way to connect with professionals in the field. Sharing insights,
engaging in discussions, and reaching out to industry contacts can foster valuable relationships.

Informational Interviews
Conducting informational interviews with established professionals can provide guidance and open doors.
These conversations can help you learn about different career paths and gain advice on entering the field.

In summary, the field of economics offers a multitude of career possibilities and a wealth of skills that are
highly valued across various industries. By understanding the diverse opportunities available, the essential
skills developed, and the importance of further education and networking, you can strategically position
yourself for success in the economics landscape.



Q: What types of jobs can I get with a degree in economics?
A: With a degree in economics, you can pursue various jobs, including financial analyst, policy advisor,
economic consultant, data analyst, and roles within government agencies. The versatility of an economics
degree allows for careers in finance, consulting, research, and public policy.

Q: Is it necessary to pursue a master’s degree in economics to get a good
job?
A: While a bachelor’s degree in economics can lead to entry-level positions, a master’s degree often
enhances job prospects and provides access to higher-paying roles, especially in specialized fields such as
finance, public policy, or academia.

Q: How can I gain practical experience while studying economics?
A: Students can gain practical experience by seeking internships, participating in research projects, joining
student organizations related to economics, or volunteering in relevant roles that allow them to apply their
knowledge in real-world settings.

Q: What skills do employers look for in economics graduates?
A: Employers typically seek analytical skills, strong problem-solving abilities, effective communication,
quantitative analysis, and research capabilities. These skills are crucial for success in various roles across
different industries.

Q: How important is networking for finding a job in economics?
A: Networking is highly important in the field of economics. Building professional relationships can lead to
job opportunities, mentorship, and access to industry insights, making it a key strategy for career
advancement.

Q: Are there specific industries that value economics graduates more?
A: Yes, industries such as finance, consulting, government, and academic institutions highly value
economics graduates. These sectors benefit from the analytical and research skills that economics education
provides.



Q: What advanced degrees can I pursue after an economics bachelor’s?
A: After completing a bachelor’s in economics, you can pursue a Master’s in Economics, a Master of Business
Administration (MBA), or a Ph.D. in Economics, depending on your career goals and interests.

Q: Can I work in international organizations with a degree in economics?
A: Yes, a degree in economics can lead to opportunities in international organizations such as the World
Bank, International Monetary Fund (IMF), and various non-governmental organizations (NGOs) focused on
economic development and policy.

Q: What is the role of an economic consultant?
A: An economic consultant analyzes economic data and trends to provide insights and recommendations for
businesses or government entities. They help organizations make informed decisions based on rigorous
analysis and research.
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