abeka vs saxon math

abeka vs saxon math is a topic that has generated considerable discussion
among educators and parents alike, especially those navigating the world of
homeschooling. Choosing the right math curriculum can significantly impact a
child's educational journey, and two popular options are Abeka and Saxon
Math. This article will provide a detailed comparison of these two curricula,
exploring their methodologies, strengths, weaknesses, and suitability for
different learning styles. By the end, you'll have a clearer understanding of
which program aligns better with your educational goals and your child's
needs.
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Overview of Abeka Math

Abeka Math is part of the Abeka curriculum, which is known for its
comprehensive approach to education rooted in a Christian worldview. This
curriculum is designed primarily for homeschoolers and private schools,
focusing on a structured learning environment. Abeka's math program
emphasizes mastery through repetition and practice, which is ideal for
students who thrive in a systematic learning environment.

Curriculum Structure

The Abeka Math curriculum is organized by grade level, with each grade



building upon the previous one. It includes textbooks, workbooks, and a
variety of teaching aids, ensuring that students receive a well-rounded
education. Each lesson typically incorporates a review of previous material,
new concepts, and practice problems, fostering retention and understanding.

Teaching Style

Abeka employs a teacher-led instruction model, where parents or educators
guide students through the material. This approach can be beneficial for
students who require direct instruction and support. Abeka also integrates
biblical principles throughout its lessons, which can be a significant draw
for families seeking a faith-based education.

Overview of Saxon Math

Saxon Math is another popular choice among homeschoolers and traditional
schools. Developed by John Saxon, this curriculum is known for its
incremental approach and continual review, aiming to reinforce concepts over
time. Saxon Math is structured to allow students to learn through problem-
solving, which can enhance their critical thinking skills.

Curriculum Structure

The Saxon Math curriculum is divided into levels, with each level designed to
take a full academic year. The program uses a spiral approach, where concepts
are revisited multiple times, allowing for deeper understanding and
retention. This method is beneficial for students who may need more time to
grasp specific mathematical concepts.

Teaching Style

Saxon Math is designed to be used with minimal direct instruction. Instead,
it encourages students to work through problems independently, with parents
serving as facilitators. This approach can foster independence and self-
reliance in learners, making it a good fit for those who excel in self-
directed environments.

Methodologies Compared

When comparing Abeka and Saxon Math, the methodologies reveal significant
differences that can influence a family's choice. Abeka focuses on mastery
and repetition, while Saxon emphasizes incremental learning and problem-
solving. Understanding these methodologies can help parents determine which
aligns better with their child's learning style.



Mastery vs. Spiral Learning

Abeka's mastery approach means that students are expected to achieve a high
level of understanding before moving on to the next topic. This can be
particularly effective for students who benefit from repetition and
structured practice. In contrast, Saxon’'s spiral learning model revisits
concepts regularly, allowing students to build on their knowledge over time.
This can be advantageous for students who may struggle with traditional
learning methods, as it provides multiple exposures to each concept.

Strengths of Each Program

Both Abeka and Saxon Math have unique strengths that cater to different types
of learners. Understanding these strengths is crucial for making an informed
decision.

Strengths of Abeka Math

e Structured Learning: The clear, organized format helps students know
what to expect.

e Mastery Focus: Encourages deep understanding and retention of material.

e Integrated Biblical Principles: Offers a faith-based approach that
aligns with many families' values.

Strengths of Saxon Math

e Incremental Learning: Students revisit concepts regularly, enhancing
retention.

e Independence: Encourages self-directed learning and problem-solving
skills.

e Flexibility: Can be adapted to various teaching styles and learning
environments.

Weaknesses of Each Program

While both curricula have their merits, they also come with weaknesses that
should be considered.



Weaknesses of Abeka Math

e Teacher-Dependent: Requires significant parental involvement, which may
not suit all families.

e Pacing: Students who grasp concepts quickly may find the pace slow.

e Cost: Abeka's materials can be more expensive than other options.

Weaknesses of Saxon Math

e Less Direct Instruction: Some students may struggle without more guided
teaching.

e Potential Frustration: The incremental approach can be frustrating for
students who prefer quick mastery.

e Workload: The amount of practice problems can be overwhelming for some
learners.

Suitability for Different Learning Styles

Choosing between Abeka and Saxon Math also depends on a child's learning
style. Recognizing these styles can help parents make the best choice for
their children.

Visual Learners

Students who learn best through visual aids may find Abeka's structured
materials helpful, as it provides colorful illustrations and organized
layouts. Saxon Math, while less visually stimulating, uses graphs and charts
that can also benefit visual learners when utilized effectively.

Auditory Learners

Auditory learners might excel with Abeka's teacher-led instruction, as it
allows for discussion and immediate feedback. Saxon Math may require more
adaptation to cater to these learners, as its focus on independence might not
provide as much verbal interaction.



Kinaesthetic Learners

For those who learn by doing, both programs can be effective if parents
incorporate hands-on activities. Abeka's focus on practice and Saxon's
problem-solving approach can be adapted to suit this learning style.

Cost Considerations

Cost is an important factor when choosing a math curriculum. Both Abeka and
Saxon Math have different pricing structures that families should consider.

Abeka Math Costs

Abeka materials are generally priced higher, reflecting their comprehensive
nature and extensive resources. Families should budget for textbooks,
workbooks, and additional teaching materials. However, many parents feel that
the investment is worth the structured learning and support provided.

Saxon Math Costs

Saxon Math tends to be more budget-friendly, especially if purchased used.
The materials are designed to be reused, which can save money in the long
run. However, parents should consider the cost of supplementary materials to
enhance learning.

Conclusion

The choice between Abeka and Saxon Math ultimately depends on your child's
individual learning style and your educational goals. Abeka offers a
structured, mastery-focused approach with a Christian foundation, making it
ideal for families seeking a comprehensive, teacher-led program. On the other
hand, Saxon Math provides a flexible, incremental learning experience that
promotes independence and problem-solving skills. By carefully considering
the strengths and weaknesses of each curriculum, you can make an informed
decision that sets your child up for mathematical success.

Q: What are the main differences between Abeka and
Saxon Math?

A: The main differences lie in their methodologies; Abeka focuses on mastery
through repetition, while Saxon uses an incremental approach that revisits
concepts regularly. Abeka is teacher-led, whereas Saxon encourages more
independent learning.



Q: Which curriculum 1is better for visual learners?

A: Abeka Math may be better for visual learners due to its structured and
colorful materials. However, Saxon Math can also cater to visual learners
through its use of graphs and charts.

Q: Is Abeka Math suitable for all grade levels?

A: Yes, Abeka Math offers a complete curriculum for various grade levels,
from preschool through high school, ensuring progression through structured
content.

Q: Can Saxon Math be used effectively in a
homeschool setting?

A: Absolutely! Saxon Math is designed for both traditional schools and
homeschooling, allowing flexibility in how it is implemented.

Q: What is the cost difference between Abeka and
Saxon Math?

A: Generally, Abeka Math is more expensive due to its comprehensive
resources, while Saxon Math tends to be more budget-friendly, especially with
materials that can be reused.

Q: Are there any faith-based elements in Saxon Math?

A: No, Saxon Math does not incorporate faith-based elements; it focuses
solely on mathematical concepts and problem-solving.

Q: Which program is better for students who struggle
with math?

A: Abeka may be more suitable for students who need direct instruction and
structured practice, while Saxon might benefit those who thrive on repeated
exposure to concepts over time.

Q: How does parental involvement differ in both
programs?

A: Abeka requires significant parental involvement due to its teacher-led
approach, while Saxon encourages more student independence, allowing parents
to act as facilitators rather than direct instructors.



Q: Can I combine both curricula in my homeschooling?

A: Yes, many families choose to combine elements of both curricula to tailor
their educational approach to their child's specific needs and learning
style.
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