
act math average score
act math average score is a crucial metric for high school students aiming to apply to colleges in
the United States. Understanding the average ACT Math score can significantly influence a student’s
preparation strategy and college admissions prospects. In this article, we will delve into what the
average ACT Math score is, how it compares to other sections of the ACT, the factors that influence
these scores, and tips on how to improve your performance on the Math section. By the end, you’ll
have a comprehensive understanding of the ACT Math average score and how to approach your
preparation effectively.
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Understanding the ACT Math Average Score
The ACT Math section is designed to assess a student’s mathematical skills, which are essential for
success in college. The average ACT Math score typically hovers around 20 to 21 on a scale of 1 to 36.
This average indicates that a substantial number of students are performing at a level that reflects
basic proficiency in high school mathematics.

The ACT Math section consists of 60 questions that cover a range of topics, including algebra,
geometry, and trigonometry. The scores are determined by the number of correct answers, and there
is no penalty for incorrect answers, which means students should answer every question.

Understanding where you stand in relation to the average score can provide valuable insight into your
performance and help you set realistic goals for improvement. It also plays a significant role when
colleges are evaluating applicants, as a higher score can enhance your admission prospects.

Comparison with Other ACT Sections
When evaluating the ACT as a whole, it’s essential to consider how the Math section compares to the
other sections: English, Reading, and Science. Each section is scored on the same scale, which allows
for a straightforward comparison.



Average Scores for Each Section
The average scores for each ACT section are generally as follows:

English: 20.2

Math: 20.5

Reading: 21.2

Science: 20.8

As you can see, the Math section is generally in line with the overall averages, though each subject
area has its unique challenges.

Importance of a Balanced Score
While a strong Math score is important, colleges often look for a balanced performance across all
sections. A high Math score paired with lower scores in other areas might raise flags for admissions
committees. Therefore, students should aim for a well-rounded score that demonstrates proficiency
across all subjects.

Factors Influencing ACT Math Scores
Several factors can significantly impact a student's performance on the ACT Math section.
Understanding these can help students devise effective study plans.

Mathematical Foundation
A solid foundation in mathematics is crucial. Students who struggle with basic algebra or geometry
concepts may find the ACT Math section particularly challenging.

Preparation and Practice
How much a student practices can greatly affect their score. Regular practice, especially with real ACT
questions, can help familiarize students with the test format and types of questions they will
encounter.

Test-Taking Strategies
Effective test-taking strategies can also influence scores. For example, learning how to manage time
during the test or employing techniques such as process of elimination can lead to better outcomes.



Strategies for Improving Your ACT Math Score
To enhance your performance in the Math section, consider the following strategies:

Regular Practice
Engage in consistent practice using ACT prep books or online resources. Set aside dedicated time
each week to focus solely on math problems.

Take Practice Tests
Regularly taking full-length practice tests under timed conditions can help you acclimate to the
pressure of the actual exam. This will also help identify your strengths and weaknesses.

Focus on Weak Areas
Identify specific areas where you struggle, whether it be geometry or trigonometry, and focus your
study efforts there. Utilize targeted practice problems to strengthen these skills.

Utilize Online Resources
There are numerous online platforms offering free and paid ACT prep resources. Websites, videos,
and math games can provide varied and engaging ways to improve your skills.

Resources for ACT Math Preparation
To maximize your study efforts, consider the following resources:

ACT Official Prep Guide

Khan Academy (free online courses)

Prep books from reputable publishers (e.g., Princeton Review, Kaplan)

Online tutoring services

Math-focused study groups or clubs

Utilizing diverse resources can help keep your study sessions engaging and effective. Remember,
preparation is key, and utilizing various materials can cater to different learning styles.

As you approach the ACT Math section, remember that understanding the average score provides a
benchmark, but your individual score is what truly matters. With the right strategies and resources,
improving your ACT Math score is within reach.



Q: What is the average ACT Math score for high school
students?
A: The average ACT Math score typically falls around 20 to 21 on a scale of 1 to 36.

Q: How can I improve my ACT Math score?
A: To improve your ACT Math score, engage in regular practice, take full-length practice tests, focus
on your weak areas, and utilize online resources effectively.

Q: Is there a penalty for wrong answers on the ACT Math
section?
A: No, there is no penalty for wrong answers on the ACT Math section. Therefore, it is advisable to
answer every question.

Q: How does the Math section compare to the other ACT
sections?
A: The Math section typically has an average score similar to the other sections, with averages
generally around 20.5, while other sections like English and Reading have averages of 20.2 and 21.2,
respectively.

Q: What topics are covered in the ACT Math section?
A: The ACT Math section covers algebra, geometry, trigonometry, and basic arithmetic, focusing on
problem-solving and mathematical reasoning.

Q: How many questions are in the ACT Math section?
A: The ACT Math section consists of 60 questions that must be completed in 60 minutes.

Q: Can I use a calculator on the ACT Math section?
A: Yes, you can use a calculator on the ACT Math section, but it is important to familiarize yourself
with the types of problems you can solve with it.

Q: What are some effective study strategies for the ACT Math
section?
A: Effective study strategies include regular practice, taking practice tests, focusing on weak areas,
and using a variety of resources such as prep books and online courses.



Q: Are there any specific resources you recommend for ACT
Math preparation?
A: Recommended resources include the ACT Official Prep Guide, Khan Academy, and reputable prep
books from publishers like Princeton Review and Kaplan.
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