
math words in spanish
math words in spanish unlock a world of understanding for students, educators, and anyone
venturing into Spanish-speaking mathematical contexts. Whether you're tackling basic arithmetic or
delving into complex calculus, grasping the correct terminology is paramount for clear communication
and accurate problem-solving. This comprehensive guide will equip you with essential Spanish math
vocabulary, covering everything from fundamental numbers and operations to geometry, algebra,
and beyond. We'll explore how these words are used in everyday scenarios and academic settings,
ensuring you're prepared to navigate any mathematical discussion in Spanish with confidence. Get
ready to expand your linguistic and mathematical horizons!
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Numbers and Basic Operations in Spanish

Understanding numbers is the bedrock of all mathematics, and knowing their Spanish equivalents is
your first step. From counting to complex calculations, these words are used constantly. We’ll start
with the basics, building a solid foundation for your Spanish math journey.

Cardinal and Ordinal Numbers

The cardinal numbers are your everyday counting numbers, essential for everyday tasks and simple
math. Ordinal numbers, on the other hand, indicate position or order, crucial for sequencing and
rankings. Mastering both sets will significantly improve your ability to communicate numerical ideas.

Zero: cero

One: uno

Two: dos

Three: tres

Four: cuatro

Five: cinco

Six: seis



Seven: siete

Eight: ocho

Nine: nueve

Ten: diez

First: primero (masculine), primera (feminine)

Second: segundo (masculine), segunda (feminine)

Third: tercero (masculine), tercera (feminine)

You'll notice that ordinal numbers in Spanish change gender to agree with the noun they describe. For
instance, you would say "la primera vez" (the first time) but "el primer intento" (the first attempt).
This grammatical nuance is important to remember.

Basic Arithmetic Operations

Performing calculations requires knowledge of the Spanish terms for addition, subtraction,
multiplication, and division. These verbs and nouns are fundamental to solving even the simplest
math problems. Imagine trying to explain "two plus two equals four" without the right words – it's
impossible!

Addition: suma

To add: sumar

Subtraction: resta

To subtract: restar

Multiplication: multiplicación

To multiply: multiplicar

Division: división

To divide: dividir

Equals: es igual a or igual a

Plus (and): más

Minus: menos



Times (multiplied by): por

Divided by: dividido por

For example, to say "5 + 3 = 8" in Spanish, you would say "cinco más tres es igual a ocho."
Understanding these connectors is key to expressing mathematical statements clearly. What about
fractions? That's another crucial area.

Fractions and Decimals

Fractions and decimals are ubiquitous in measurement, finance, and many scientific fields. Knowing
their Spanish counterparts allows for precise communication of quantities that aren't whole numbers.
Don't let these complex-looking concepts intimidate you; the vocabulary is manageable.

Fraction: fracción

Numerator: numerador

Denominator: denominador

Half: mitad or medio (for numbers like 1/2)

Third: tercio

Quarter: cuarto

Decimal: decimal

Decimal point: coma decimal (in Spanish, a comma is used as the decimal separator)

So, 1/2 is "un medio," and 3/4 is "tres cuartos." When you encounter decimals, remember that the
decimal point is a comma. For instance, 0.5 is "cero coma cinco." This distinction is vital for avoiding
misunderstandings in real-world applications.

Algebraic Terms in Spanish

Algebra is where we start using symbols to represent unknown quantities, and the Spanish vocabulary
for these concepts is essential for anyone studying higher mathematics. From variables to equations,
we'll break down the key terms.



Variables, Constants, and Expressions

In algebra, we deal with things that can change (variables) and things that stay the same (constants).
Understanding these foundational elements in Spanish is crucial for interpreting algebraic statements
and formulating your own.

Variable: variable

Constant: constante

Expression: expresión

Term: término

Coefficient: coeficiente

Power/Exponent: potencia or exponente

Root: raíz (e.g., raíz cuadrada for square root)

Consider the expression "3x + 5." In Spanish, this would be "tres equis más cinco." Here, 'x' is the
variable, '3' is the coeficiente, and '5' is the constante. The entire "3x + 5" is the expresión.

Equations and Inequalities

Equations and inequalities are the workhorses of algebra, allowing us to represent relationships
between quantities. Knowing how to discuss them in Spanish is vital for solving problems and
understanding mathematical logic.

Equation: ecuación

To solve an equation: resolver una ecuación

Solution: solución

Inequality: desigualdad

Greater than: mayor que

Less than: menor que

Greater than or equal to: mayor o igual que

Less than or equal to: menor o igual que



An equation like "2x = 10" translates to "dos equis igual a diez." An inequality might be "x > 5," which
is "equis mayor que cinco." These terms are your tools for expressing mathematical constraints and
relationships.

Geometry Vocabulary in Spanish

Geometry deals with shapes, sizes, and positions, and the Spanish terms for these concepts are rich
and descriptive. Whether you're discussing angles, polygons, or solids, this vocabulary will be your
guide.

Basic Geometric Shapes

From the simplest shapes like squares and circles to more complex figures, recognizing and naming
them in Spanish is fundamental. These are the building blocks of spatial reasoning.

Point: punto

Line: línea

Segment: segmento

Ray: rayo

Angle: ángulo

Right angle: ángulo recto

Acute angle: ángulo agudo

Obtuse angle: ángulo obtuso

Circle: círculo

Square: cuadrado

Rectangle: rectángulo

Triangle: triángulo

Pentagon: pentágono

Hexagon: hexágono



You might describe a triangle as "un triángulo" or a square as "un cuadrado." Knowing these basic
names allows you to identify and discuss geometric figures accurately.

Area, Perimeter, and Volume

Calculating measurements of shapes is a core part of geometry. The Spanish terms for area,
perimeter, and volume are essential for understanding these formulas and applications.

Area: área

Perimeter: perímetro

Volume: volumen

Side: lado

Base: base

Height: altura

Radius: radio

Diameter: diámetro

If you need to find the area of a rectangle, you'd be looking for the área of the rectángulo. The
formula might involve multiplying the base by the altura. Understanding these terms ensures you can
follow instructions and discuss geometric properties effectively.

Calculus and Advanced Math Concepts in Spanish

As mathematics progresses, so does its specialized vocabulary. Calculus, statistics, and other
advanced fields have their own unique set of terms that are crucial for higher education and scientific
research in Spanish.

Calculus Terminology

Calculus, the study of change, involves concepts like limits, derivatives, and integrals. These are often
abstract, and having precise Spanish terms can make them more accessible.

Limit: límite



Derivative: derivada

Integral: integral

Function: función

Continuity: continuidad

Rate of change: tasa de cambio

When discussing the rate at which something is changing, you'll be talking about the tasa de cambio,
often related to a derivada. Grasping these terms opens the door to understanding advanced
mathematical theories.

Statistics and Probability

Statistics and probability are essential for data analysis and understanding likelihood. The Spanish
vocabulary here is key for interpreting charts, graphs, and research findings.

Statistics: estadística

Probability: probabilidad

Mean (Average): media or promedio

Median: mediana

Mode: moda

Standard deviation: desviación estándar

Data: datos

Chart/Graph: gráfico or tabla

If you're calculating the promedio of a set of numbers, you're engaging in basic statistical analysis.
Understanding terms like probabilidad is fundamental for risk assessment and decision-making in
many fields.

Common Math Phrases and Questions in Spanish



Beyond individual words, knowing how to form common questions and statements about mathematics
in Spanish is incredibly useful. These phrases will help you interact in academic and practical settings.

Asking and Answering Math Questions

Being able to ask for help or clarify a problem is crucial. Here are some handy phrases that will help
you navigate math discussions.

What is...? : ¿Cuánto es...? (for calculations) or ¿Qué es...? (for definitions)

How do you solve...? : ¿Cómo se resuelve...?

Can you explain...? : ¿Puedes explicar...?

I don't understand. : No entiendo.

What is the answer? : ¿Cuál es la respuesta?

It is... : Es...

The answer is... : La respuesta es...

A student might ask, "¿Cómo se resuelve esta ecuación?" (How do you solve this equation?). A
teacher might respond, "Primero, debes sumar ambos lados" (First, you must add both sides).

Describing Mathematical Problems

Being able to describe a math problem or concept in Spanish allows for more nuanced
communication. This is particularly important when working with others on a problem.

This problem is difficult. : Este problema es difícil.

This problem is easy. : Este problema es fácil.

We need to find... : Necesitamos encontrar...

The calculation is... : El cálculo es...

The formula is... : La fórmula es...



Imagine you're working on a geometry problem and need to explain what you're trying to calculate.
You might say, "Necesitamos encontrar el área de este círculo" (We need to find the area of this
circle). These phrases empower you to articulate your mathematical thoughts clearly.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

Q: What is the Spanish word for "plus" when used in a math
context?
A: The Spanish word for "plus" in a math context is "más." For example, "two plus two" is "dos más
dos."

Q: How do you say "equals" in Spanish when discussing
equations?
A: You can say "es igual a" or simply "igual a" in Spanish when discussing equations. So, "5 equals 10"
would be "cinco es igual a diez."

Q: What is the difference between "cero" and "nada" in
Spanish math?
A: "Cero" is the number zero (0), used in mathematical calculations. "Nada" means "nothing" or
"none" and is not typically used as a numerical value in math equations, though it can imply an
absence of something.

Q: How are fractions pronounced in Spanish?
A: Fractions in Spanish use the numerator and then the ordinal number for the denominator. For
example, 1/2 is "un medio," 1/3 is "un tercio," and 2/3 is "dos tercios."

Q: What is the Spanish term for a "variable" in algebra?
A: The Spanish term for a "variable" in algebra is "variable." It functions very similarly to its English
counterpart.

Q: How do you say "square root" in Spanish?
A: "Square root" in Spanish is "raíz cuadrada." For example, the square root of 9 is "la raíz cuadrada
de nueve."



Q: What is the Spanish word for "area" in geometry?
A: The Spanish word for "area" in geometry is "área." So, you would talk about the "área de un
rectángulo" (the area of a rectangle).

Q: When translating math problems, should I use the Spanish
comma for decimals?
A: Yes, absolutely. In Spanish-speaking countries, the comma (,) is used as the decimal separator, and
the period (.) is used as the thousands separator. For example, 3.14 is written as "3,14" in Spanish.
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