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Saxon Math 7/6: A Comprehensive Guide to a Proven Curriculum

Saxon Math 7/6 stands as a cornerstone for many homeschooling families and schools
seeking a structured, incremental approach to middle school mathematics. This program
is designed to build a strong foundation, ensuring students not only grasp current
concepts but also retain them through consistent review and practice. In this detailed
guide, we will explore the core components, pedagogical approach, and the unique
benefits of Saxon Math 7/6, equipping parents and educators with a thorough
understanding of why this curriculum continues to be a trusted choice. We'll delve into
how its proven methods foster mathematical understanding, covering topics from fractions
and decimals to geometry and problem-solving strategies.
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Understanding the Saxon Math Philosophy

The foundation of Saxon Math, including the 7/6 level, is built upon a distinct pedagogical
philosophy: incremental development and thorough practice. Developed by John Saxon,
the program emphasizes introducing new concepts in small, manageable steps, then
reinforcing them through consistent, daily review of previously taught material. This
approach aims to combat the "teaching to the test" phenomenon and instead fosters
genuine mathematical understanding and long-term retention. Think of it like building a
strong house; you wouldn't just throw up the walls. You start with a solid foundation, build
each brick carefully, and then ensure every part is sturdy before moving on. This
methodical progression is what makes Saxon Math so effective for so many students.

The Power of Incremental Development

Incremental development means that new mathematical concepts are introduced
gradually. Instead of overwhelming students with a large chunk of new information, Saxon
Math breaks down complex topics into smaller, digestible lessons. Each new concept



builds directly upon what has already been learned, creating a logical and sequential
learning path. This avoids gaps in understanding and ensures that students have a firm
grasp of each building block before moving to the next. It’s like learning to walk before
you try to run – each step is essential for the journey.

The Importance of Daily Practice and Review

Perhaps the most distinguishing feature of Saxon Math is its unwavering commitment to
daily practice and review. Every lesson includes a "warm-up" section that revisits concepts
from previous lessons. This constant revisiting, or spaced repetition, is crucial for moving
information from short-term to long-term memory. Students aren't just practicing new
skills; they're continually solidifying their understanding of older ones. This ensures that
by the time students reach more advanced topics, they have a robust and accessible
foundation of mathematical knowledge. It's this consistent reinforcement that helps
prevent the dreaded "summer slide" and keeps mathematical skills sharp year-round.

Key Features of Saxon Math 7/6

Saxon Math 7/6 is meticulously designed to transition students from elementary arithmetic
to the more abstract concepts of pre-algebra. It offers a comprehensive and engaging
learning experience through a combination of student textbooks, hardcover workbooks,
and teacher editions, all working in concert to provide a rich learning environment. The
program’s structure is intentional, aiming to build confidence and competence in every
student.

Student Textbooks and Hardcover Workbooks

The core of the Saxon Math 7/6 curriculum lies within its student textbooks and
accompanying hardcover workbooks. The textbooks present new concepts clearly and
concisely, often using real-world examples to illustrate mathematical principles. The
workbooks, on the other hand, provide ample practice problems, ranging from basic skill
drills to more challenging word problems. This hands-on approach allows students to
immediately apply what they've learned, reinforcing their understanding and developing
problem-solving skills. The structured format of the workbooks makes it easy for students
to track their progress and for parents or teachers to assess areas of strength and
weakness.



Teacher's Edition and Resources

The Teacher's Edition for Saxon Math 7/6 is an invaluable resource, offering detailed
lesson plans, answers to all student problems, and additional teaching suggestions. It
often includes background information on mathematical concepts, tips for differentiating
instruction, and suggestions for hands-on activities. This comprehensive guide empowers
educators to deliver the curriculum effectively, even if they don't have a strong
background in mathematics themselves. It provides the confidence and tools needed to
support each student's learning journey.

Use of Manipulatives and Visual Aids

While Saxon Math 7/6 is largely a workbook-based program, it encourages the use of
manipulatives and visual aids to help students conceptualize abstract mathematical ideas.
Things like fraction bars, pattern blocks, and geometric solids can bring mathematical
concepts to life, making them more tangible and easier to understand. These tools are
particularly helpful for visual and kinesthetic learners, allowing them to explore
mathematical relationships through hands-on experimentation.

Curriculum Structure and Progression

The 7/6 in Saxon Math 7/6 signifies that it is designed for students who have completed
Saxon Math 6/5 or are at a comparable level, bridging the gap between upper elementary
and pre-algebra. The curriculum is structured to progressively build mathematical
proficiency, ensuring that students are well-prepared for more advanced studies.

Thematic Unit Approach

Saxon Math 7/6 does not typically organize its content into broad thematic units in the
way some other curricula do. Instead, it focuses on the systematic and sequential
introduction of specific mathematical topics. Each lesson is a building block, adding a new
layer of understanding without necessarily grouping concepts under broad headings that
might only be revisited weeks or months later. This ensures a continuous, integrated
learning experience.



Assessment and Evaluation Methods

Assessment in Saxon Math 7/6 is integrated throughout the program. Regular fact practice
sheets, problem sets within lessons, and cumulative tests are used to monitor student
progress. These assessments are designed not just to grade students but to provide
feedback on where additional practice or instruction might be needed.

Fact Practice Sheets: Daily drills to reinforce basic arithmetic facts.
Lesson Problem Sets: Practice problems directly related to the new concept taught in the
lesson.
Mixed Practice: Problems that incorporate concepts from multiple previous lessons.
Chapter Tests: Comprehensive assessments covering all material within a chapter.
Mid-Year and End-of-Year Tests: Summative assessments to gauge overall mastery.

Instructional Strategies and Pedagogical
Approach

The pedagogical approach of Saxon Math 7/6 is deeply rooted in what educational
researchers call "mastery learning." This philosophy emphasizes that students should
achieve a high level of proficiency in a concept before moving on to the next. This is
achieved through a combination of direct instruction, guided practice, and independent
application, all supported by constant review.

Direct Instruction and Modeling

Each lesson in Saxon Math 7/6 begins with direct instruction, where the teacher or parent
explains a new concept. This is typically followed by modeling, where examples are
worked out step-by-step, demonstrating the process and reasoning involved. The clarity
and conciseness of the textbook explanations are key to this stage, ensuring that the
foundational understanding is solid.

Guided and Independent Practice

After direct instruction and modeling, students engage in guided practice, often working
through problems with the teacher or parent. This is followed by independent practice,
where students apply the newly learned concept on their own. The workbooks provide a
wealth of problems for this purpose, carefully curated to reinforce the day's lesson while
also drawing from previous material.



The Role of Problem Solving

Problem-solving is an integral part of Saxon Math 7/6. The curriculum doesn't just focus
on rote memorization or procedural fluency; it actively encourages students to think
critically and apply their mathematical knowledge to real-world scenarios. Word problems
are a staple, requiring students to analyze situations, identify relevant information, and
devise strategies to find solutions. This cultivates a deeper understanding of how
mathematics is used in practical contexts.

Benefits of Using Saxon Math 7/6

The consistent use of Saxon Math 7/6 can yield significant benefits for students, fostering
not only mathematical skills but also essential learning habits. Its structured approach and
emphasis on mastery contribute to a more confident and competent learner.

Building a Strong Foundation

The incremental and cumulative nature of Saxon Math ensures that students build a solid,
dependable foundation in mathematics. By consistently revisiting and reinforcing
concepts, students are less likely to develop gaps in their understanding. This strong
foundation is crucial for success in higher-level math courses like algebra and beyond. It’s
like building a skyscraper; the foundation must be incredibly strong to support all the
floors above.

Fostering Mathematical Confidence

Many students who struggle with math in traditional settings find success with Saxon
Math. The program’s emphasis on mastery and small steps can help build confidence. As
students successfully complete practice problems and understand new concepts, their
belief in their own mathematical abilities grows. This positive reinforcement is essential
for maintaining engagement and enthusiasm for the subject.

Developing Effective Study Habits

The daily structure of Saxon Math, with its warm-ups and consistent practice, helps



students develop excellent study habits. They learn the importance of regular effort,
focused practice, and the value of review. These are skills that extend far beyond
mathematics, benefiting their academic performance across all subjects.

Tips for Success with Saxon Math 7/6

Implementing Saxon Math 7/6 effectively requires a thoughtful approach from both
educators and students. While the curriculum provides a robust framework, certain
strategies can enhance the learning experience and ensure maximum benefit.

Consistency is Key

The most crucial element for success with Saxon Math 7/6 is consistency. Daily lessons
and practice are designed to be completed regularly. Encourage students to stick to the
schedule, even on days when motivation might be low. Short, consistent sessions are far
more effective than infrequent, marathon study periods.

Thoroughly Explain Instructions

When introducing a new lesson, ensure that the instructions are fully understood. Take the
time to walk through the examples in the textbook with the student, explaining the
rationale behind each step. Don't rush through the introductory material; a strong
understanding of the new concept is vital before moving to practice problems.

Encourage Active Engagement

Prompt students to verbalize their thinking process as they work through problems. Ask
them to explain how they arrived at an answer, what strategy they used, and why. This
active engagement helps solidify their understanding and can reveal any misconceptions
they might have.

Utilize the Teacher's Edition

The Teacher's Edition is a treasure trove of information. Use it to understand the lesson



objectives, gather additional teaching tips, and find answers to any questions that arise. It
is designed to support you in guiding the student through the curriculum effectively.

Common Topics Covered in Saxon Math 7/6

Saxon Math 7/6 covers a broad spectrum of mathematical topics, designed to build upon
prior knowledge and prepare students for more advanced studies. The curriculum
balances foundational arithmetic skills with the introduction of pre-algebraic concepts.

Fractions and Decimals

Students will delve deeply into operations with fractions and decimals, including addition,
subtraction, multiplication, and division. They will also explore converting between
fractions and decimals, simplifying fractions, and understanding mixed numbers.

Ratios, Proportions, and Percentages

This level of Saxon Math introduces students to the fundamental concepts of ratios,
proportions, and percentages. They will learn to solve problems involving these concepts,
understanding their interconnectedness and application in real-world scenarios.

Geometry

Geometric concepts are explored, including identifying and classifying shapes,
understanding angles, calculating perimeter and area of various figures, and introducing
basic concepts of volume. Students will also learn to work with geometric formulas.

Algebraic Thinking

Saxon Math 7/6 begins to introduce early algebraic concepts. This includes solving for
unknown variables in simple equations, understanding the properties of operations (like
commutative and associative properties), and working with number patterns that suggest
algebraic relationships.



Measurement and Data Analysis

Students will engage with various units of measurement, including the customary and
metric systems. They will also learn to interpret and create different types of graphs and
charts, developing skills in data analysis and probability.

Integrating Saxon Math 7/6 with Other Learning
Styles

While Saxon Math 7/6 is a highly structured program, it can be adapted to suit various
learning styles. The key is to recognize where a student might need additional support or
enrichment and to incorporate complementary strategies.

For Visual Learners

Visual learners can benefit from using extra graphic organizers, drawing diagrams to
represent word problems, and utilizing online math games or videos that illustrate
concepts visually. Encouraging them to use colored pens or highlighters when working
through problems can also be beneficial.

For Auditory Learners

Auditory learners might benefit from verbal explanations, discussing problems aloud with
a parent or tutor, and listening to math podcasts or educational videos. Having them teach
the concept back to you can also be a powerful learning tool.

For Kinesthetic Learners

Kinesthetic learners thrive with hands-on activities. Using physical manipulatives, building
shapes with blocks, or even acting out word problems can help these students grasp
mathematical concepts more concretely. Incorporating movement breaks during study
sessions can also be helpful.

Saxon Math 7/6 provides a robust and proven framework for developing strong



mathematical skills in middle school students. Its emphasis on incremental development,
daily practice, and thorough review ensures that students build a deep and lasting
understanding of mathematical concepts. By understanding its philosophy, structure, and
best practices for implementation, educators and parents can confidently guide their
students toward success in mathematics and beyond. The confidence and competence
gained through this systematic approach are invaluable assets for any learner.

FAQ

Q: Is Saxon Math 7/6 suitable for a student who has
struggled with math previously?
A: Yes, Saxon Math 7/6 is often recommended for students who have struggled with math.
Its incremental approach and constant review can help build confidence and fill in any
knowledge gaps that may have developed in previous years.

Q: How much time per day should a student dedicate to
Saxon Math 7/6?
A: A typical lesson and practice session for Saxon Math 7/6 takes approximately 45-60
minutes per day, including warm-up, new instruction, and problem sets. Consistency is
more important than length, so daily engagement is key.

Q: Does Saxon Math 7/6 prepare students for algebra?
A: Absolutely. Saxon Math 7/6 is specifically designed to bridge the gap between
elementary math and pre-algebra. It introduces foundational algebraic concepts, problem-
solving strategies, and a solid understanding of numbers and operations, which are
essential for success in algebra.

Q: Are there online resources or supplements available
for Saxon Math 7/6?
A: While the core curriculum is workbook-based, many families and educators find success
by supplementing with online math games, educational videos that explain concepts in
different ways, or tutoring services that are familiar with the Saxon method.

Q: What is the role of the "warm-up" section in Saxon
Math 7/6?
A: The warm-up section consists of daily practice problems that review concepts from
previous lessons. This cumulative review is a cornerstone of the Saxon method, ensuring
that students retain what they've learned and build a strong, interconnected knowledge
base.



Q: How does Saxon Math 7/6 handle different learning
styles?
A: While the program is structured, it can be adapted. Educators can incorporate hands-on
manipulatives, visual aids, verbal discussions, and real-world applications to cater to
visual, auditory, and kinesthetic learners. The teacher's edition often provides suggestions
for this.

Q: What makes the "hardcover workbook" format of
Saxon Math 7/6 beneficial?
A: The hardcover workbooks provide ample space for students to work out problems. This
format ensures that all practice is kept in one organized place and can serve as a valuable
record of the student's progress and areas where they may need additional support.

Q: Is Saxon Math 7/6 considered a "traditional" math
curriculum?
A: Yes, Saxon Math is often described as a traditional or mastery-based curriculum due to
its emphasis on incremental instruction, daily review, and the mastery of each concept
before moving forward.
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