
saxon math vs the good and the
beautiful
saxon math vs the good and the beautiful: A Comprehensive Comparison for
Homeschooling Families

Choosing the right math curriculum is one of the most significant decisions a
homeschooling parent can make. With so many excellent options available, it's easy to feel
overwhelmed. Two programs that frequently appear in discussions among homeschooling
parents are Saxon Math and The Good and the Beautiful Math. Both are highly regarded but
cater to different learning styles and philosophical approaches to education. This article will
dive deep into a detailed comparison of Saxon Math vs. The Good and the Beautiful,
examining their pedagogical philosophies, curriculum structure, approach to concepts,
strengths, weaknesses, and suitability for various learners. We'll explore what makes each
program unique and help you determine which might be the best fit for your child's
educational journey. Understanding these differences will empower you to make an
informed choice that fosters a love for mathematics.

Table of Contents
Understanding the Core Philosophies
Saxon Math: A Deep Dive
The Good and the Beautiful Math: A Closer Look
Key Differences: Saxon Math vs. The Good and the Beautiful
Target Audience and Learning Styles
Strengths of Each Program
Potential Weaknesses and Considerations
Making the Right Choice for Your Family

Understanding the Core Philosophies

The foundational differences between Saxon Math and The Good and the Beautiful Math
stem from their underlying educational philosophies. Saxon Math, developed by John
Saxon, is rooted in a mastery-based approach combined with incremental development. Its
philosophy emphasizes repetition, review, and a gradual building of concepts. The belief is
that consistent practice and revisiting topics solidify understanding, preventing gaps in
knowledge. This approach aims to build strong, lasting math skills through diligent work. On
the other hand, The Good and the Beautiful Math, created by Jenny Phillips, is built upon a
philosophy that integrates learning with beauty and character development. It aims to
make math engaging and enjoyable by connecting it to real-world applications, nature,
literature, and art. This approach emphasizes understanding concepts in a more holistic
and integrated manner, believing that a positive emotional connection to the subject
enhances learning.



Saxon Math: A Deep Dive

Saxon Math is renowned for its distinctive incremental approach and extensive review
system. Every lesson introduces new concepts in small, manageable chunks, and then
immediately reinforces them with practice problems that also include previously taught
material. This constant review is a hallmark of the program. The curriculum is structured in
a way that assumes no prior mastery; instead, it builds mastery through consistent
exposure and practice. Worksheets, often referred to as "problem sets," are a significant
component of Saxon Math, providing a large number of practice problems for each concept.
This method is designed to ensure that students don't just understand a concept for a day
but truly internalize it over time. The teacher's manual is typically quite comprehensive,
offering detailed lesson plans and explanations. Saxon Math is often seen as a traditional,
rigorous math program that builds a strong foundation.

Curriculum Structure and Methodology
The structure of Saxon Math is highly predictable and consistent across grade levels. Each
lesson typically begins with a warm-up activity, followed by the introduction of new
concepts. The bulk of the lesson then consists of practice problems drawn from the current
lesson and numerous previous lessons. This cyclical review is a cornerstone of its
effectiveness. The methodology relies heavily on memorization and procedural fluency,
which are developed through extensive drill and practice. The pace is steady, ensuring that
students encounter concepts repeatedly before moving on. This deliberate, slow-and-
steady approach is designed to build confidence and competence through repeated
success.

Strengths of Saxon Math
One of the primary strengths of Saxon Math is its proven track record of building strong
mathematical foundations. Many students who work through Saxon curricula develop
excellent computational skills and a solid understanding of mathematical procedures. The
incremental approach is particularly beneficial for students who need consistent
reinforcement and may struggle with abstract concepts without repeated exposure. The
program’s emphasis on review helps prevent knowledge gaps, ensuring that students
retain what they learn. Furthermore, its structured nature makes it easy for parents to
implement, even if they are not math specialists. The predictable format can also be
comforting for students who thrive on routine and clear expectations. It’s a program that
often prepares students well for standardized tests due to its comprehensive coverage and
emphasis on practice.

Potential Weaknesses of Saxon Math
Despite its strengths, Saxon Math can present challenges for some learners. The sheer
volume of practice problems can feel overwhelming and tedious for students who find
repetitive drills unengaging. Some critics argue that it can sometimes focus too much on
rote memorization and procedural fluency at the expense of conceptual understanding or



problem-solving that requires creative thinking. Students who are visual learners or who
learn best through hands-on activities might find the predominantly worksheet-based
approach less effective. The pace, while steady, might feel too slow for advanced learners
or too fast for those who need more time to grasp new ideas without extensive
supplementary materials. Some parents also find the teacher's manual to be a bit dry or
overly scripted, lacking flexibility for different teaching styles.

The Good and the Beautiful Math: A Closer Look

The Good and the Beautiful Math takes a significantly different approach, aiming to
integrate mathematical learning with a love for beauty, nature, and character development.
This curriculum is designed to be engaging, visually appealing, and often incorporates
literature, art, and real-world applications to teach math concepts. The philosophy is that
math should be beautiful, useful, and a source of joy. It emphasizes understanding
concepts through hands-on activities, discussions, and explorations rather than solely
through repetitive drills. The program often uses beautiful illustrations and stories to
introduce and reinforce mathematical ideas, making learning feel more natural and less like
a chore.

Curriculum Structure and Methodology
The structure of The Good and the Beautiful Math is less rigid than Saxon Math, often
feeling more like a journey of discovery. Lessons are typically shorter and more varied,
incorporating a mix of direct instruction, hands-on activities, games, and discussions. The
methodology focuses on building deep conceptual understanding by exploring how math
works in the world around us. It aims to foster critical thinking and problem-solving skills by
presenting math in a context that feels relevant and engaging. The curriculum is also
designed to be flexible, allowing parents to adapt lessons to their child's pace and interests.
The emphasis is on making math enjoyable and meaningful, fostering a positive association
with the subject.

Strengths of The Good and the Beautiful Math
The most significant strength of The Good and the Beautiful Math is its ability to engage
students who might otherwise find math dry or intimidating. The integration of beauty,
literature, and real-world applications makes learning enjoyable and memorable. This
approach is excellent for fostering conceptual understanding and critical thinking, as
students are encouraged to explore why math works and how it applies to their lives. The
hands-on activities and visual appeal cater well to kinesthetic and visual learners. For
parents seeking a holistic approach to education that values character development
alongside academics, this program is a strong contender. It aims to cultivate a genuine
appreciation for mathematics.



Potential Weaknesses of The Good and the Beautiful
Math
While The Good and the Beautiful Math is a wonderful option for many, it may not be ideal
for every child. The less traditional, more exploratory approach might feel less structured to
some students who thrive on routine and direct instruction. Some parents may worry that
the emphasis on conceptual understanding and exploration, while valuable, might not
provide the same level of procedural fluency and drill that some standardized tests or
advanced math programs require. The program’s pace can also be a consideration; while
flexible, it may require more parental involvement to ensure all concepts are thoroughly
covered if a student needs more practice. The reliance on integrated subjects means
parents need to be comfortable weaving these elements into their lessons. Some families
might also find the cost of the physical books and necessary manipulatives to be a
consideration.

Key Differences: Saxon Math vs. The Good and
the Beautiful

The most striking difference between Saxon Math and The Good and the Beautiful Math lies
in their pedagogical approaches. Saxon Math is decidedly incremental and mastery-
oriented, emphasizing repetition and practice to build skills. It’s like building a sturdy brick
wall, one brick at a time, ensuring each is perfectly placed before moving to the next. The
Good and the Beautiful Math, conversely, is more conceptual and integrated, aiming to
foster understanding through engaging, real-world applications and beauty. This is more
like exploring a vibrant garden, where different elements interact and contribute to a rich,
beautiful whole. While Saxon Math provides a solid, traditional foundation through
consistent practice, The Good and the Beautiful Math focuses on making math an enjoyable
and meaningful discovery.

Approach to Concepts
Saxon Math approaches concepts incrementally. New ideas are introduced in small doses
and then extensively reviewed through problem sets that mix old and new material. This
ensures constant reinforcement. The Good and the Beautiful Math takes a more holistic
approach. Concepts are often introduced through stories, real-world examples, and hands-
on activities, encouraging deeper understanding of the "why" behind the math. Instead of
just memorizing a formula, students are encouraged to understand its origin and
application.

Role of Practice and Review
In Saxon Math, practice and review are paramount. Students work through numerous
problems daily to solidify their learning. This consistent, systematic review is the backbone
of the program's effectiveness in building retention. The Good and the Beautiful Math also
includes practice, but it's often integrated into lessons through varied activities, games, and



problem-solving scenarios rather than extensive, standalone problem sets. Review is
embedded within the broader context of learning rather than being the primary mode of
reinforcement.

Engagement and Presentation
Saxon Math's presentation is typically straightforward and functional, focusing on clear
instruction and ample practice. While effective, it might not be the most visually stimulating
for some children. The Good and the Beautiful Math, as its name suggests, places a high
emphasis on beautiful presentation. Visually appealing layouts, colorful illustrations, and
integration with art and literature are designed to make math engaging and aesthetically
pleasing. This can significantly boost student interest and enjoyment.

Target Audience and Learning Styles

Saxon Math tends to be a strong fit for students who thrive on structure, routine, and
repetition. Children who benefit from consistent practice to build confidence and achieve
mastery often do very well with Saxon. This includes learners who may struggle with gaps
in knowledge if not consistently reviewed. It’s also often suitable for parents who prefer a
clear, step-by-step guide and a predictable lesson structure. The Good and the Beautiful
Math, on the other hand, is an excellent choice for children who are easily bored by
traditional drills, who learn best through hands-on activities, or who benefit from seeing the
relevance of math in the world around them. It appeals to creative learners, those who
enjoy stories and beautiful aesthetics, and families who value an integrated approach to
education that nurtures character alongside academics.

Saxon Math for the Structured Learner
The incremental and repetitive nature of Saxon Math makes it ideal for the structured
learner. If your child needs constant reinforcement and thrives on predictable routines,
Saxon Math will likely be a comfortable and effective fit. The program’s design ensures that
concepts are revisited frequently, which can build significant confidence in children who
worry about forgetting material. It’s a curriculum that doesn’t leave much room for
ambiguity, providing a clear path forward for both student and parent.

The Good and the Beautiful for the Creative and Holistic
Learner
For the creative child who learns best through exploration, hands-on activities, and
connections to the real world, The Good and the Beautiful Math is often a more natural fit.
Its emphasis on beauty, stories, and real-life applications can spark curiosity and a genuine
love for learning. This approach is particularly beneficial for children who might be
intimidated by traditional math curricula, fostering a sense of joy and discovery. It aligns
well with families who appreciate a holistic approach to education.



Making the Right Choice for Your Family

Ultimately, the decision between Saxon Math and The Good and the Beautiful Math comes
down to understanding your child's individual learning style, your family's educational
philosophy, and what you hope to achieve with your math instruction. There is no single
"best" curriculum, only the best curriculum for your child. Consider your child's
temperament: do they thrive on routine and repetition, or do they learn best through
exploration and creative engagement? Think about your own teaching style and comfort
level: are you looking for a program that provides detailed, step-by-step instructions, or are
you comfortable with a more flexible, integrated approach? Observing your child's
engagement with sample lessons can be incredibly insightful. Trying out sample materials
from both programs is highly recommended before making a final commitment. Remember,
the goal is to foster a strong understanding of math while instilling a positive and lasting
attitude towards the subject.

---

FAQ

Q: Is Saxon Math considered more rigorous than The
Good and the Beautiful Math?
A: Saxon Math is generally considered to be more rigorous in terms of the sheer volume of
practice problems and its structured, incremental approach to building procedural fluency.
The Good and the Beautiful Math aims for deep conceptual understanding, which can also
be rigorous, but its methodology is less focused on extensive daily drills.

Q: Which program is better for a child who struggles
with math?
A: For a child who struggles, the answer depends on why they struggle. If the struggle
comes from gaps in knowledge or a need for constant reinforcement, Saxon Math's review
system might be beneficial. If the struggle stems from boredom, lack of engagement, or a
dislike for rote memorization, The Good and the Beautiful Math's engaging, hands-on
approach might be more effective in fostering a positive attitude and deeper
understanding.

Q: Does The Good and the Beautiful Math prepare
students for standardized tests as well as Saxon Math?
A: Both programs can prepare students for standardized tests. Saxon Math's strong
emphasis on computation and broad coverage of topics is often seen as beneficial for
traditional tests. The Good and the Beautiful Math, with its focus on conceptual
understanding and problem-solving, can also equip students well, particularly for tests that



assess critical thinking and application of knowledge. Parents may need to supplement
practice problems if their child is aiming for tests heavily weighted towards rote
procedures.

Q: Which curriculum is more visually appealing and
engaging for young children?
A: The Good and the Beautiful Math is intentionally designed with beautiful illustrations,
engaging stories, and a focus on aesthetic appeal, making it generally more visually
engaging for young children. Saxon Math's presentation is more functional and less
adorned, focusing on clarity of instruction and practice.

Q: Can I use Saxon Math and The Good and the
Beautiful Math together?
A: While it's possible to mix and match curricula, it's generally not recommended to use the
core math programs from both Saxon Math and The Good and the Beautiful Math
simultaneously for the same grade level. Their philosophies and structures are quite
different, and trying to combine them could lead to confusion and an overwhelming
workload for the student. However, one could potentially use supplementary resources
from one program to enhance the other, if done thoughtfully.

Q: How much teacher involvement is required for each
program?
A: Saxon Math often requires significant parental involvement in guiding the student
through the daily lessons and ensuring they complete the extensive problem sets. The
teacher's manual is comprehensive, providing a clear roadmap. The Good and the Beautiful
Math also requires parental involvement, particularly in facilitating hands-on activities and
discussions, but its integrated nature might feel more like a shared learning experience.
The flexibility of The Good and the Beautiful Math allows for varied levels of direct
instruction depending on the child.
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