UWM MATH PLACEMENT

UNDERSTANDING UWM MATH PLACEMENT

UWM MATH PLACEMENT IS A CRITICAL FIRST STEP FOR MANY STUDENTS EMBARKING ON THEIR ACADEMIC JOURNEY AT THE
UNIVERSITY OF W/ISCONSIN-MILW AUKEE. SUCCESSFULLY NAVIGATING THIS PROCESS ENSURES YOU ARE ENROLLED IN THE RIGHT
MATHEMATICS COURSE, SETTING A STRONG FOUNDATION FOR YOUR CHOSEN MAJOR AND FUTURE ACADEMIC SUCCESS. THIS GUIDE
WILL DELVE DEEP INTO EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO kNOW ABOUT UWM’'s MATH PLACEMENT, FROM UNDERSTANDING THE
DIFFERENT PATHWAYS AVAILABLE TO PREPARING EFFECTIVELY FOR ANY REQUIRED ASSESSMENTS. WE'LL COVER THE PURPOSE OF
PLACEMENT, THE VARIOUS EXAMS OR METHODS USED, HOW TO INTERPRET YOUR RESULTS, AND WHAT TO DO WITH THAT
INFORMATION ONCE YOU HAVE IT. WHETHER YOU'RE AIMING FOR CALCULUS OR STATISTICS, GETTING YOUR UWM MATH
PLACEMENT RIGHT FROM THE START IS PARAMOUNT.
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WHY UWM MATH PLACEMENT MATTERS

SO, WHY IS THIS WHOLE UM MATH PLACEMENT PROCESS SUCH A BIG DEALP THINK OF IT LIKE BUILDING A HOUSE. YOU
WOULDN'T START LAYING BRICKS WITHOUT A SOLID FOUNDATION, RIGHT? THE MATH PLACEMENT PROCESS IS THAT CRUCIAL
FOUNDATION FOR YOUR ACADEMIC CAREER AT UW/M. IT'S DESIGNED TO ENSURE YOU'RE PLACED IN A MATH COURSE THAT
MATCHES YOUR CURRENT SKILL LEVEL. THIS MEANS YOU WON'T BE OVERWHELMED BY MATERIAL THAT'S TOO ADVANCED, NOR
WILL YOU BE BORED BY CONTENT THAT'S TOO BASIC. GETTING THIS RIGHT IS ESSENTIAL FOR BUILDING CONFIDENCE AND
MASTERING THE MATHEMATICAL CONCEPTS THAT UNDERPIN SO MANY DIFFERENT FIELDS OF STUDY.

\WHEN YOU'RE IN A COURSE THAT'S APPROPRIATELY CHALLENGING, YOU'RE MORE LIKELY TO ENGAGE DEEPLY WITH THE
MATERIAL, ASK MEANINGFUL QUESTIONS, AND ULTIMATELY SUCCEED IN YOUR COURSEWORK. THIS NOT ONLY IMPACTS YOUR
GRADES BUT ALSO YOUR OVERALL LEARNING EXPERIENCE. A CORRECT PLACEMENT CAN SAVE YOU TIME AND MONEY BY
PREVENTING UNNECESSARY COURSE RETAKES OR DELAYS IN YOUR DEGREE PROGRESSION. |T’S ALL ABOUT SETTING YOU UP FOR
OPTIMAL LEARNING AND EFFICIENT ACADEMIC PROGRESS, MAKING YOUR TIME AT UWM AS PRODUCTIVE AND REWARDING AS
POSSIBLE.

MeTHODS oF UWM MATH PLACEMENT

THe UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MILWAUKEE EMPLOYS SEVERAL METHODS TO DETERMINE A STUDENT'S APPROPRIATE MATH
COURSE PLACEMENT. THESE METHODS ARE DESIGNED TO BE COMPREHENSIVE AND ACCURATE, REFLECTING A STUDENT'S
PREPAREDNESS FOR COLLEGIATE-LEVEL MATHEMATICS. THE MOST COMMON APPROACH INVOLVES STANDARDIZED PLACEMENT
EXAMS, BUT OTHER FACTORS MIGHT ALSO BE CONSIDERED DEPENDING ON THE STUDENT'S BACKGROUND AND PROGRAM OF STUDY.



MATHEMATICS PLACEMENT ExaM (MPE)

THe UNWM MATHEMATICS PLACEMENT EXAM, OFTEN REFERRED TO AS THE MPE, IS A CORNERSTONE OF THE PLACEMENT PROCESS
FOR MANY INCOMING UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS. THIS EXAM ASSESSES A BROAD RANGE OF MATHEMATICAL SKILLS, TYPICALLY
COVERING TOPICS FROM ALGEBRA THROUGH PRE-CALCULUS. |T'S ADMINISTERED DIGITALLY AND IS DESIGNED TO BE TAKEN
WITHOUT THE AID OF A CALCULATOR, REINFORCING FUNDAMENTAL ARITHMETIC AND ALGEBRAIC MANIPULATION SKILLS. THE
QUESTIONS ARE DESIGNED TO GAUGE YOUR PROFICIENCY IN AREAS SUCH AS SOLVING EQUATIONS, WORKING WITH INEQUALITIES,
UNDERSTANDING FUNCTIONS, AND APPLYING ALGEBRAIC CONCEPTS.

THE MPE IS USUALLY TAKEN BEFORE NEW STUDENT ORIENTATION, ALLOWING YOUR PLACEMENT RESULTS TO BE READILY
AVAILABLE WHEN YOU MEET WITH YOUR ACADEMIC ADVISOR TO SELECT YOUR FIRST SEMESTER COURSES. THE FORMAT IS
GENERALLY MULTIPLE-CHOICE, AND THE ADAPTIVE NATURE OF SOME DIGITAL PLATFORMS MEANS THE DIFFICULTY OF SUBSEQUENT
QUESTIONS MAY ADJUST BASED ON YOUR PERFORMANCE, PROVIDING A MORE PRECISE ASSESSMENT OF YOUR CAPABILITIES. IT°s
CRUCIAL TO APPROACH THIS EXAM WITH A CLEAR MIND AND A SOLID UNDERSTANDING OF CORE MATHEMATICAL PRINCIPLES.

HiGH ScHooL TRANSCRIPT REVIEW

IN sOME INSTANCES, UWM MATH PLACEMENT MAY ALSO CONSIDER YOUR HIGH SCHOOL ACADEMIC RECORD, PARTICULARLY
YOUR PERFORMANCE IN MATHEMATICS COURSES. IF YOU HAVE A STRONG GPA AND HAVE COMPLETED A RIGOROUS SEQUENCE OF
HIGH SCHOOL MATH CLASSES, THIS CAN CONTRIBUTE TO YOUR PLACEMENT. THIS METHOD ACKNOWLEDGES THE LEARNING
YOU'VE ALREADY ACHIEVED AND CAN SOMETIMES EXEMPT YOU FROM TAKING A PLACEMENT EXAM, OR INFLUENCE YOUR STARTING
COURSE IF COMBINED WITH OTHER EVALUATION METHODS. ADMITTANCE COUNSELORS AND ACADEMIC ADVISORS WILL REVIEW
THESE TRANSCRIPTS AS PART OF THE OVERALL ADMISSIONS AND INITIAL COURSE PLANNING PROCESS.

SPECIFIC CRITERIA FOR USING HIGH SCHOOL TRANSCRIPTS FOR PLACEMENT CAN VARY. GENERALLY, SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF
ADVANCED COURSES LIKE ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP) CALCULUS OR INTERNATIONAL BAaccALAUREATE (IB) MATH WITH A
STRONG GRADE CAN BE HIGHLY INFLUENTIAL. THIS HOLISTIC APPROACH ENSURES THAT STUDENTS ARE RECOGNIZED FOR THEIR
SUSTAINED ACADEMIC EFFORT AND ACHIEVEMENT IN MATHEMATICS THROUGHOUT THEIR HIGH SCHOOL CAREERS, RATHER THAN
RELYING SOLELY ON A SINGLE TESTING EVENT.

AP AND IB CreDIT

STUDENTS WHO HAVE EARNED QUALIFYING SCORES ON ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP) or INTERNATIONAL BaccAaLAUREATE (IB)
MATHEMATICS EXAMINATIONS MAY RECEIVE COLLEGE CREDIT AND BE PLACED DIRECTLY INTO HIGHER-LEVEL MATHEMATICS
COURSES AT UWM. THIS IS A FANTASTIC WAY TO LEVERAGE THE HARD WORK AND DEDICATION YOU'VE PUT INTO YOUR
SECONDARY EDUCATION. THE UNIVERSITY HAS SPECIFIC SCORE THRESHOLDS FOR EACH EXAM THAT CORRESPOND TO PARTICULAR
UWM MATH COURSES. RECEIVING AP OR |B CREDIT CAN ALLOW YOU TO BYPASS INTRODUCTORY MATH COURSES
ALTOGETHER, SAVING YOU TIME AND ALLOWING YOU TO FOCUS ON MORE SPECIALIZED COURSEWORK EARLIER IN YOUR
ACADEMIC PROGRAM.

IT IS ESSENTIAL TO ENSURE THAT YOUR OFFICIAL AP or IB SCORES ARE SENT DIRECTLY To UWM’'s Apmissions OFFICE.
THESE SCORES WILL THEN BE EVALUATED BY THE MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT TO DETERMINE APPROPRIATE CREDIT AND
PLACEMENT. CONSULTING THE UWM ACADEMIC CATALOG OR THE MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT WEBSITE WILL PROVIDE THE
MOST UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION ON WHICH SCORES TRANSLATE INTO WHICH COURSE CREDITS AND PLACEMENTS, ENSURING YOU
UNDERSTAND EXACTLY HOW YOUR ACHIEVEMENT TRANSLATES TO YOUR UNIVERSITY MATH CURRICULUM.

PRePARING FOR UWM MATH PLACEMENT ExAMS

EFFECTIVE PREPARATION IS KEY TO PERFORMING YOUR BEST ON ANY MATHEMATICS PLACEMENT ASSESSMENT. THE GOAL ISN'T
TO CRAM EVERY MATHEMATICAL CONCEPT IMAGINABLE, BUT RATHER TO REFRESH YOUR UNDERSTANDING OF FUNDAMENTAL
PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE APPLYING THEM. A SYSTEMATIC APPROACH TO STUDYING WILL YIELD THE BEST RESULTS AND BUILD
YOUR CONFIDENCE.



Review Core MATHEMATICAL CONCEPTS

THE FOUNDATION OF SUCCESSFUL MATH PLACEMENT LIES IN A SOLID UNDERSTANDING OF CORE MATHEMATICAL CONCEPTS. THIS
INCLUDES, BUT IS NOT LIMITED TO, ALGEBRA, PRE-CALCULUS, AND BASIC TRIGONOMETRY. YOU'LL WANT TO REVISIT TOPICS
LIKE SOLVING LINEAR AND QUADRATIC EQUATIONS, WORKING WITH INEQUALITIES, UNDERSTANDING FUNCTIONS (LINEAR,
QUADRATIC, EXPONENTIAL, LOGARITHMIC), SIMPLIFYING ALGEBRAIC EXPRESSIONS, AND BASIC GRAPHING. A THOROUGH REVIEW
OF THESE AREAS WILL COVER MUCH OF THE MATERIAL YOU'RE LIKELY TO ENCOUNTER ON THE UWM MATHEMATICS PLACEMENT
Exam.

DON’'T UNDERESTIMATE THE IMPORTANCE OF FOUNDATIONAL ARITHMETIC AS WELL. SINCE THE EXAM MAY NOT ALLOW
CALCULATORS, FLUENCY WITH FRACTIONS, DECIMALS, PERCENTAGES, AND ORDER OF OPERATIONS IS VITAL. THINK BACK TO THE
CONCEPTS YOU LEARNED IN ALGEBRA |, ALGEBRA II, AND PRE-CALCULUS. IF YOU'VE BEEN AWAY FROM FORMAL MATH FOR A
WHILE, CONSIDER PICKING UP A GOOD REVIEW TEXTBOOK OR USING ONLINE RESOURCES THAT BREAK DOWN THESE FUNDAMENTAL
TOPICS.

UTILizE PRACTICE RESOURCES

UWM OFTEN PROVIDES PRACTICE RESOURCES TO HELP STUDENTS PREPARE FOR THE MATHEMATICS PLACEMENT EXAM. THESE
RESOURCES CAN INCLUDE SAMPLE QUESTIONS, STUDY GUIDES, AND EVEN FULL-LENGTH PRACTICE TESTS. T AKING ADVANTAGE OF
THESE MATERIALS IS ONE OF THE MOST EFFECTIVE WAYS TO FAMILIARIZE YOURSELF WITH THE FORMAT, QUESTION TYPES, AND
DIFFICULTY LEVEL OF THE ACTUAL EXAM. IT'S LIKE A DRESS REHEARSAL BEFORE THE BIG PERFORMANCE!

W/HEN USING PRACTICE TESTS, SIMULATE THE ACTUAL TESTING CONDITIONS AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE. THIS MEANS TIMING
YOURSELF AND WORKING THROUGH THE PROBLEMS WITHOUT ASSISTANCE. THIS WILL NOT ONLY HELP YOU IDENTIFY AREAS
WHERE YOU NEED MORE PRACTICE BUT ALSO GET YOU COMFORTABLE WITH THE TIME CONSTRAINTS. REVIEWING YOUR ANSWERS,
ESPECIALLY THE ONES YOU GOT WRONG, IS CRUCIAL. UNDERSTAND WHY YOU MISSED A QUESTION — WAS IT A CONCEPTUAL
MISUNDERSTANDING, A CALCULATION ERROR, OR A TIME MANAGEMENT ISSUE? THIS INSIGHT IS INVALUABLE FOR TARGETED
STUDY.

STRENGTHEN PROBLEM-SOLVING SKILLS

MATHEMATICS AT THE UNIVERSITY LEVEL IS NOT JUST ABOUT MEMORIZING FORMULAS; IT'S ABOUT APPLYING THEM TO SOLVE
PROBLEMS. PRACTICE A VARIETY OF PROBLEMS THAT REQUIRE YOU TO THINK CRITICALLY AND APPLY YOUR KNOWLEDGE IN
DIFFERENT CONTEXTS. LOOK FOR RESOURCES THAT OFFER WORD PROBLEMS OR APPLICATION-BASED QUESTIONS, AS THESE
OFTEN MIRROR THE TYPES OF CHALLENGES YOU'LL FACE IN COLLEGE COURSES. DEVELOPING STRONG PROBLEM-SOLVING SKILLS
MEANS BREAKING DOWN COMPLEX PROBLEMS INTO SMALLER, MANAGEABLE STEPS AND CHOOSING THE MOST EFFICIENT METHOD TO
FIND A SOLUTION.

DON’T BE AFRAID TO WORK THROUGH PROBLEMS MULTIPLE TIMES OR TO TRY DIFFERENT APPROACHES IF YOUR INITIAL ATTEMPT
DOESN'T YIELD THE CORRECT ANSWER. THE PROCESS OF STRUGGLING WITH A PROBLEM AND EVENTUALLY FINDING A SOLUTION IS
\WHERE MUCH OF THE LEARNING HAPPENS. COLLABORATIVE STUDY GROUPS CAN ALSO BE BENEFICIAL, ALLOWING YOU TO
DISCUSS DIFFERENT PROBLEM-SOLVING STRATEGIES AND LEARN FROM YOUR PEERS’ APPROACHES.

UNDERSTANDING YOUR UWM MATH PLACEMENT RESULTS

RECEIVING YOUR UWM MATH PLACEMENT RESULTS IS AN IMPORTANT MOMENT, AS IT DICTATES THE FIRST MATHEMATICS
COURSE YOU'LL ENROLL IN. |T'S ESSENTIAL TO UNDERSTAND WHAT THESE RESULTS MEAN FOR YOUR ACADEMIC PLANNING. THE
PLACEMENT IS NOT A JUDGMENT OF YOUR INTELLIGENCE BUT RATHER A TOOL TO ENSURE YOU BEGIN YOUR MATHEMATICAL
STUDIES AT A LEVEL WHERE YOU CAN SUCCEED AND BUILD UPON YOUR KNOWLEDGE.



INTERPRETING PLACEMENT SCORES

Y OUR PLACEMENT SCORE WILL TYPICALLY CORRESPOND TO A SPECIFIC UWM MATHEMATICS COURSE. FOR EXAMPLE, A LOWER
SCORE MIGHT PLACE YOU INTO A FOUNDATIONAL ALGEBRA COURSE, WHILE A HIGHER SCORE COULD QUALIFY YOU FOR PRE~
CALCULUS OR EVEN CALCULUS. THE MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT WILL HAVE CLEAR GUIDELINES DETAILING THE SCORE RANGES
AND THE CORRESPONDING COURSE PLACEMENTS. |T'S IMPORTANT TO NOTE THAT DIFFERENT MAJORS MIGHT HAVE DIFFERENT
MINIMUM MATH REQUIREMENTS OR RECOMMENDED STARTING POINTS, SO YOUR ADVISOR WILL PLAY A KEY ROLE IN TRANSLATING
YOUR SCORE INTO A COURSE SELECTION THAT ALIGNS WITH YOUR DEGREE PATH.

THE RESULTS ARE USUALLY PRESENTED IN A STRAIGHTFORWARD MANNER, OFTEN INDICATING THE COURSE NUMBER AND NAME. FOR
INSTANCE, A RESULT MIGHT READ “MATH 1050: CoLLeGE ALGEBRA” or “MATH 1500: CALcULUS I.” YOU MIGHT ALSO
SEE INFORMATION ABOUT WHETHER THE PLACEMENT IS VALID FOR A CERTAIN PERIOD OR IF THERE ARE ANY PREREQUISITES FOR
THE ASSIGNED COURSE THAT YOU HAVE ALREADY MET.

IMPACT ON COURSE SELECTION

Your UWM MATH PLACEMENT IS A PRIMARY FACTOR IN SELECTING YOUR INITIAL MATHEMATICS COURSE. MOST
UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMS AT UWM REQUIRE A CERTAIN LEVEL OF MATHEMATICAL PROFICIENCY, AND YOUR PLACEMENT
SCORE WILL DETERMINE WHERE YOU BEGIN THAT JOURNEY. FOR SOME STUDENTS, THE PLACEMENT MIGHT ALIGN PERFECTLY WITH
THEIR INTENDED MA_JORIS REQUIREMENTS. FoRr OTHERS, IT MIGHT MEAN TAKING A FOUNDATIONAL COURSE BEFORE PROGRESSING TO
THE COURSES REQUIRED FOR THEIR SPECIFIC DEGREE.

[T’S VITAL TO DISCUSS YOUR PLACEMENT RESULTS WITH YOUR ACADEMIC ADVISOR DURING YOUR COURSE REGISTRATION
PERIOD. THEY CAN HELP YOU UNDERSTAND HOW YOUR PLACEMENT FITS INTO YOUR OVERALL DEGREE PLAN, ENSURE YOU'RE
MEETING ANY SPECIFIC MATH PREREQUISITES FOR YOUR MAJOR, AND HELP YOU CHOOSE THE BEST ELECTIVE MATH COURSES IF
APPLICABLE. THE GOAL IS TO MAKE AN INFORMED DECISION THAT SUPPORTS YOUR ACADEMIC AND CAREER ASPIRATIONS.

WHAT To Do AFTER Your UWM MATH PLACEMENT

ONCE YOU HAVE YOUR UW/M MATH PLACEMENT RESULTS IN HAND, THE NEXT STEPS ARE ABOUT TRANSLATING THAT
INFORMATION INTO ACTION. THIS USUALLY INVOLVES ADVISING AND COURSE REGISTRATION. MAKING THE RIGHT CHOICES NOW
WILL SET YOU ON A SMOOTH PATH FOR YOUR ACADEMIC CAREER.

CoNsULT Your ACADEMIC ADVISOR

YOUR ACADEMIC ADVISOR IS YOUR PRIMARY RESOURCE FOR NAVIGATING YOUR UWM MATH PLACEMENT AND COURSE
SELECTION. THEY ARE TRAINED TO HELP YOU INTERPRET YOUR RESULTS WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF YOUR CHOSEN MAJOR AND
DEGREE REQUIREMENTS. BRING YOUR PLACEMENT SCORE, ANY AP/|B SCORES, AND YOUR DEGREE AUDIT OR PROGRAM
REQUIREMENTS TO THIS MEETING. YOUR ADVISOR CAN EXPLAIN THE IMPLICATIONS OF YOUR PLACEMENT, DISCUSS ALTERNATIVE
MATH PATHWAYS IF NECESSARY, AND HELP YOU REGISTER FOR THE APPROPRIATE COURSE THAT FITS YOUR ACADEMIC SCHEDULE
AND LONG-TERM GOALS.

DON'T HESITATE TO ASK QUESTIONS. ADVISORS ARE THERE TO GUIDE YOU, SO IF ANYTHING IS UNCLEAR ABOUT YOUR
PLACEMENT, THE MATH CURRICULUM, OR HOW IT RELATES TO YOUR MAJOR, NOW IS THE TIME TO CLARIFY. THEY CAN ALSO
INFORM YOU ABOUT ANY SUPPORT SERVICES AVAILABLE FOR MATH STUDENTS, SUCH AS TUTORING CENTERS OR STUDY
GROUPS.

ReGISTER FOR YoOUR MATHEMATICS COURSE

AFTER CONSULTING WITH YOUR ADVISOR, THE NEXT LOGICAL STEP IS TO REGISTER FOR YOUR MATHEMATICS COURSE. ENSURE
YOU REGISTER FOR THE SPECIFIC COURSE INDICATED BY YOUR PLACEMENT OR RECOMMENDED BY YOUR ADVISOR. MISSING



REGISTRATION DEADLINES CAN CAUSE DELAYS, SO IT’S IMPORTANT TO BE AWARE OF THESE DATES AND ACT PROMPTLY.
SOMETIMES/ POPULAR MATH COURSES FILL UP QUICKLY, SO REGISTERING EARLY IS OFTEN ADVANTAGEOUS.

BE AWARE OF ANY SPECIFIC REGISTRATION INSTRUCTIONS PROVIDED BY THE MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT OR YOUR ADVISOR.
SOME COURSES MIGHT HAVE CO~REQUISITES, MEANING YOU MUST ALSO REGISTER FOR A SPECIFIC LAB OR DISCUSSION SECTION
SIMULTANEOUSLY. DOUBLE-CHECKING YOUR REGISTRATION TO ENSURE YOU HAVE THE CORRECT COURSE, SECTION, AND ANY
ASSOCIATED COMPONENTS IS A CRUCIAL FINAL STEP BEFORE FINALIZING YOUR SCHEDULE.

ResoURCES FOR UWM MATH PLACEMENT

UWM PROVIDES VARIOUS RESOURCES TO SUPPORT STUDENTS THROUGH THE MATH PLACEMENT PROCESS. ACCESSING THESE
RESOURCES CAN SIGNIFICANTLY IMPROVE YOUR PREPARATION AND UNDERSTANDING, ENSURING YOU FEEL CONFIDENT AND WELL™
PREPARED FOR YOUR INITIAL MATHEMATICS COURSES.

UWM MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT WEBSITE

THE UWM MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT WEBSITE IS AN INVALUABLE RESOURCE FOR ALL THINGS RELATED TO MATH PLACEMENT.
HERE, YOU CAN TYPICALLY FIND DETAILED INFORMATION ABOUT THE MATHEMATICS PLACEMENT EXAM, INCLUDING ITS FORMAT,
CONTENT, AND ADMINISTRATION. YOU'LL LIKELY ALSO FIND INFORMATION ON THE SPECIFIC SCORE CUTOFFS FOR DIFFERENT
COURSE PLACEMENTS, POLICIES REGARDING AP AND IB CREDIT, AND CONTACT INFORMATION FOR THE DEPARTMENT SHOULD YOU
HAVE SPECIFIC QUESTIONS. REGULARLY CHECKING THIS SITE IS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED FOR THE MOST CURRENT AND ACCURATE
INFORMATION.

ACADEMIC ADVISING AND SUPPORT SERVICES

BeYoND THE MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT, UWM’'s ACADEMIC ADVISING SERVICES ARE A CRITICAL SUPPORT SYSTEM.
ADVISORS CAN OFFER PERSONALIZED GUIDANCE ON COURSE SELECTION BASED ON YOUR UWM MATH PLACEMENT, MAJOR
REQUIREMENTS, AND ACADEMIC GOALS. FURTHERMORE/ THE UNIVERSITY LIKELY OFFERS VARIOUS TUTORING AND LEARNING
SUPPORT SERVICES, SUCH AS THE LEARNING SUPPORT CENTER OR DEPARTMENTAL TUTORING, WHICH CAN BE INSTRUMENTAL IN
HELPING STUDENTS SUCCEED IN THEIR MATHEMATICS COURSES ONCE THEY ARE ENROLLED.

ONLINE LEARNING PLATFORMS AND STUDY AIDS

\WHILE offFICIAL UW/M RESOURCES ARE PARAMOUNT, DON'T OVERLOOK THE WEALTH OF ONLINE LEARNING PLATFORMS AND
STUDY AIDS AVAILABLE. WEBSITES LIKE KHAN ACADEMY, YOUTUBE EDUCATIONAL CHANNELS, AND VARIOUS MATHEMATICS
REVIEW SITES CAN BE EXCELLENT SUPPLEMENTARY TOOLS FOR BRUSHING UP ON SPECIFIC CONCEPTS. W/HEN PREPARING FOR YOUR
PLACEMENT EXAM, FOCUS ON REPUTABLE SOURCES THAT ALIGN WITH THE TYPICAL CURRICULUM OF INTRODUCTORY COLLEGE
MATHEMATICS. THESE CAN HELP REINFORCE WEAK AREAS AND BUILD A STRONGER OVERALL UNDERSTANDING BEFORE YOU EVEN
SET FOOT IN A UWM CLASSROOM.

REMEMBER, THE AIM OF UW/M MATH PLACEMENT IS TO ENSURE YOU START YOUR ACADEMIC JOURNEY IN THE MOST APPROPRIATE
MATHEMATICAL SETTING. BY UNDERSTANDING THE PROCESS, PREPARING DILIGENTLY, AND UTILIZING THE AVAILABLE RESOURCES,
YOU CAN CONFIDENTLY NAVIGATE THIS INITIAL STEP AND BUILD A STRONG FOUNDATION FOR YOUR SUCCESS AT THE
UNIVERSITY OF W/ ISCONSIN-MIL\W AUKEE.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS ABOUT UWM MATH PLACEMENT



Q: WHAT IS THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF THE UW/M MATH PLACEMENT PROCESS?

A: THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF UWM MATH PLACEMENT IS TO ENSURE THAT STUDENTS ARE ENROLLED IN A MATHEMATICS COURSE
THAT ALIGNS WITH THEIR CURRENT MATHEMATICAL ABILITIES AND KNOWLEDGE. THIS HELPS TO OPTIMIZE THE LEARNING
EXPERIENCE, PREVENT STUDENTS FROM BEING PLACED IN COURSES THAT ARE TOO CHALLENGING OR TOO BASIC, AND SET A
STRONG FOUNDATION FOR THEIR ACADEMIC AND PROFESSIONAL GOALS.

Q: DO ALL INCOMING STUDENTS HAVE TO TAKE A MATH PLACEMENT EXAM AT U\WMP

A: NOT NECESSARILY ALL INCOMING STUDENTS. WHILE THE MATHEMATICS PLACEMENT ExaM (MPE) IS COMMON FOR MANY,
STUDENTS WHO HAVE EARNED QUALIFYING SCORES ON ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP) oOR INTERNATIONAL BAaccaLAUREATE (IB)
MATHEMATICS EXAMS MAY BE EXEMPT FROM TAKING THE PLACEMENT EXAM. ADDITIONALLY, IN SOME CASES, STRONG
PERFORMANCE IN HIGH SCHOOL MATHEMATICS COURSES MAY BE CONSIDERED. TS BEST TO CHECK WITH UWM ADMISSIONS OR
THE MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT FOR SPECIFIC CRITERIA.

Q: How LoNG 1S THE UWM MATHEMATICS PLACEMENT ExAaM (MPE)?

A: THE DURATION oF THE UWM MATHEMATICS PLACEMENT EXAM CAN VARY SLIGHTLY, BUT IT IS TYPICALLY DESIGNED TO BE
COMPLETED WITHIN A REASONABLE TIMEFRAME. |T'S USUALLY ADMINISTERED DIGITALLY AND IS UNTIMED IN THE SENSE THAT YOU
ARE GIVEN AMPLE TIME TO COMPLETE IT DURING A DESIGNATED TESTING PERIOD, BUT YOU ARE EXPECTED TO WORK THROUGH IT
EFFICIENTLY WITHOUT EXTENDED BREAKS. STUDENTS SHOULD CHECK THE OFFICIAL UWM MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT WEBSITE
FOR THE MOST CURRENT INFORMATION REGARDING TEST DURATION AND FORMAT.

Q: CAN | use A cALCcULATOR ON THE UWM MATH PLACEMENT EXAMP

A: GENERALLY, THE UWM MATHEMATICS PLACEMENT ExaM (MPE) IS DESIGNED TO BE TAKEN WITHOUT THE USE OF A
CALCULATOR. THIS IS TO ASSESS YOUR FUNDAMENTAL ALGEBRAIC MANIPULATION SKILLS AND CONCEPTUAL UNDERSTANDING.
IT'S IMPORTANT TO CONFIRM THIS POLICY ON THE OFFICIAL U\WM MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT WEBSITE, AS POLICIES CAN
SOMETIMES BE UPDATED.

Q: WHAT HAPPENS IF | DON'T PERFORM WELL ON THE UWM MATH PLACEMENT EXAM?

A: |F YOU DON'T PERFORM AS WELL AS YOU HOPED ON THE U\WM MATH PLACEMENT EXAM, DON’'T BE DISCOURAGED. THE
PLACEMENT IS SIMPLY A STARTING POINT. YOU WILL BE PLACED IN A COURSE THAT MATCHES YOUR CURRENT SKILL LEVEL, AND
UWM OFFERS EXCELLENT SUPPORT SERVICES, SUCH AS TUTORING AND STUDY GROUPS, TO HELP YOU SUCCEED IN THAT
COURSE AND PROGRESS TOWARD YOUR DEGREE REQUIREMENTS. |T MIGHT MEAN A SLIGHTLY LONGER PATH, BUT WITH
DEDICATION, YOU CAN ACHIEVE YOUR MATH GOALS.

Q: How LONG IS MY UWM MATH PLACEMENT VALID?

A: THE VALIDITY PERIOD FOR A UWM MATH PLACEMENT CAN VARY. TYPICALLY, PLACEMENT SCORES ARE VALID FOR A
SPECIFIC ACADEMIC TERM OR YEAR. IF YOUR PLACEMENT EXPIRES, OR IF YOU WISH TO ATTEMPT TO PLACE INTO A HIGHER-LEVEL
COURSE, YOU MAY NEED TO RETAKE THE MATHEMATICS PLACEMENT EXAM OR MEET OTHER DEPARTMENTAL CRITERIA. ALWAYS
CONSULT THE MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT FOR THE PRECISE VALIDITY OF YOUR PLACEMENT.

Q: WHERE CAN | FIND PRACTICE MATERIALS FOR THE U\WM MATH PLACEMENT EXAM?

A: THE UWM MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT WEBSITE IS THE BEST PLACE TO FIND OFFICIAL PRACTICE MATERIALS FOR THE
MATHEMATICS PLACEMENT EXAM. THEY OFTEN PROVIDE SAMPLE QUESTIONS, STUDY GUIDES, AND INFORMATION ON HOW TO
BEST PREPARE. ADDITIONALLY, REPUTABLE ONLINE MATH RESOURCES CAN BE HELPFUL FOR REVIEWING CORE CONCEPTS.



Q: CAN MY INTENDED MAJOR INFLUENCE MY U\W/M MATH PLACEMENT REQUIREMENTS?

A: YES/ YOUR INTENDED MAJOR CAN SIGNIFICANTLY INFLUENCE YOUR UWM MATH PLACEMENT REQUIREMENTS. DIFFERENT MAJORS
HAVE VARYING LEVELS OF MATHEMATICAL PROFICIENCY REQUIRED FOR THEIR CURRICULUM. SOME PROGRAMS MAY REQUIRE
CALCULUS, WHILE OTHERS MAY FOCUS MORE ON STATISTICS OR DISCRETE MATHEMATICS. Y OUR ACADEMIC ADVISOR WILL HELP
YOU UNDERSTAND THE SPECIFIC MATH REQUIREMENTS FOR YOUR MAJOR AND HOW YOUR PLACEMENT ALIGNS WITH THEM.
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