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physics cbse class 12 syllabus is a crucial framework for students preparing for their board

examinations in India. The syllabus encompasses various fundamental concepts and advanced topics

that are essential for mastering physics at this level. It not only provides a roadmap for study but also

helps in understanding the practical applications of physics in real life. This article will delve into the

specifics of the CBSE Class 12 Physics syllabus, covering the key units, chapter summaries, practical

work, and tips for effective study. Whether you are a student, teacher, or parent, this comprehensive

guide aims to clarify what the syllabus entails and how to leverage it for academic success.
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Overview of the CBSE Class 12 Physics Syllabus

The CBSE Class 12 Physics syllabus is designed to enhance students’ understanding of the principles

and laws that govern physical phenomena. It emphasizes the relationship between theory and

application, ensuring students grasp both the scientific concepts and their practical uses. The syllabus

is divided into various units that encompass a wide range of topics, from mechanics to modern

physics.



The syllabus is structured to not only prepare students for their board exams but also to build a strong

foundation for further studies in science and engineering disciplines. The assessment of students is

based on both theoretical knowledge and practical skills, making it essential for students to engage

with the material actively.

Detailed Breakdown of Units and Chapters

The CBSE Class 12 Physics syllabus consists of 14 chapters, categorized into five main units. Below

is a breakdown of these units along with a brief description of each chapter.

Unit 1: Electrostatics

This unit focuses on the study of electric charges and their interaction. The chapters included are:

Chapter 1: Electric Charges and Fields - Introduces the concept of electric charge, Coulomb's

law, and electric fields.

Chapter 2: Electrostatic Potential and Capacitance - Covers electric potential, potential

difference, and the concept of capacitance.

Unit 2: Current Electricity

This unit examines the flow of electric current and the laws governing it. The chapters in this unit are:

Chapter 3: Current Electricity - Discusses Ohm’s law, resistors in series and parallel, and

Kirchhoff's laws.



Unit 3: Magnetic Effects of Current and Magnetism

This unit explores the magnetic effects produced by electric currents. The chapters included are:

Chapter 4: Moving Charges and Magnetism - Covers the force on a charged particle in a

magnetic field and the Biot-Savart law.

Chapter 5: Magnetism and Matter - Discusses magnetic materials and Earth's magnetism.

Unit 4: Electromagnetic Induction and Alternating Currents

This unit delves into the principles of electromagnetic induction and alternating current circuits. The

chapters are:

Chapter 6: Electromagnetic Induction - Explains Faraday's laws of induction and Lenz's law.

Chapter 7: Alternating Current - Discusses AC circuits and their applications.

Unit 5: Optics

This unit focuses on the behavior of light and its interaction with different surfaces. The chapters

included are:

Chapter 8: Ray Optics and Optical Instruments - Covers laws of reflection and refraction, lenses,

and optical instruments.

Chapter 9: Wave Optics - Discusses interference, diffraction, and polarization of light.



Unit 6: Dual Nature of Radiation and Matter

This unit introduces the dual nature of light and matter. The chapters are:

Chapter 10: Dual Nature of Radiation and Matter - Examines the photoelectric effect and de

Broglie hypothesis.

Unit 7: Atoms and Nuclei

This unit studies atomic structure and nuclear physics. The chapters included are:

Chapter 11: Atoms - Discusses Bohr's model of hydrogen atom and energy levels.

Chapter 12: Nuclei - Covers nuclear forces, radioactivity, and nuclear reactions.

Unit 8: Electronic Devices

This unit focuses on semiconductor devices and their applications. The chapter included is:

Chapter 13: Semiconductor Electronics - Explains p-n junctions, diodes, and transistors.

Practical Work in Physics

Practical work is an integral part of the CBSE Class 12 Physics syllabus, allowing students to apply

theoretical concepts in laboratory settings. The practical component helps reinforce learning and

develops analytical skills. The syllabus includes a set of experiments that students must perform,



which typically includes:

Determining the focal length of a concave lens using a convex lens.

Studying the characteristics of a transistor.

Measuring resistance using a meter bridge.

Verifying Ohm's law.

In addition to these experiments, students are assessed on their lab reports and ability to analyze

data. This hands-on experience is vital for understanding the practical implications of physics concepts.

Tips for Effective Study and Exam Preparation

Studying physics for the CBSE Class 12 examinations can be challenging, but with the right strategies,

students can excel. Here are some effective tips for studying:

Understand Concepts: Focus on grasping the fundamental principles rather than memorizing

formulas.

Regular Practice: Solve numerical problems regularly to build confidence and understanding of

applications.

Use Visual Aids: Diagrams, charts, and videos can help visualize complex topics.

Group Study: Collaborating with peers can enhance understanding and provide different



perspectives on difficult topics.

Mock Tests: Take regular mock tests to familiarize yourself with the exam format and time

management.

Incorporating these techniques into your study routine can lead to a deeper understanding of physics

and improved performance in exams.

Conclusion

The physics CBSE class 12 syllabus is a well-structured guide that prepares students for both their

board examinations and future scientific pursuits. By understanding the key units and chapters,

engaging in practical work, and applying effective study strategies, students can master the subject.

Physics is not just about learning theories; it is about making sense of the universe around us.

Therefore, embracing the syllabus with curiosity and determination can pave the way for academic and

professional success in the field of science.

Q: What are the key units in the physics CBSE class 12 syllabus?

A: The key units in the physics CBSE class 12 syllabus include Electrostatics, Current Electricity,

Magnetic Effects of Current and Magnetism, Electromagnetic Induction and Alternating Currents,

Optics, Dual Nature of Radiation and Matter, Atoms and Nuclei, and Electronic Devices.

Q: How many chapters are included in the CBSE class 12 physics

syllabus?

A: There are a total of 14 chapters included in the CBSE class 12 physics syllabus, each covering

different aspects of physics.



Q: What is the importance of practical work in the physics syllabus?

A: Practical work is essential as it allows students to apply theoretical concepts in real-life situations,

enhancing their understanding and analytical skills.

Q: How can students prepare effectively for the physics board exams?

A: Students can prepare effectively by understanding concepts thoroughly, practicing numericals

regularly, using visual aids, studying in groups, and taking mock tests to improve their time

management skills.

Q: Are there any specific experiments that students must perform in

class 12 physics?

A: Yes, students must perform specific experiments such as determining the focal length of lenses,

studying transistor characteristics, measuring resistance, and verifying Ohm's law.

Q: What topics are covered under the unit of Optics in the syllabus?

A: The unit of Optics covers Ray Optics and Optical Instruments as well as Wave Optics, including

laws of reflection, refraction, interference, diffraction, and polarization of light.

Q: Is there a focus on modern physics in the class 12 syllabus?

A: Yes, the syllabus includes topics on modern physics such as the dual nature of radiation and

matter, atomic structure, and nuclear physics.



Q: How does the CBSE class 12 physics syllabus help in future

studies?

A: The syllabus provides a strong foundation in essential physics concepts, which is crucial for further

studies in science and engineering disciplines. Understanding these principles prepares students for

advanced topics in higher education.
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