UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND BALTIMORE COUNTY PSYCHOLOGY

UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND BALTIMORE COUNTY PSYCHOLOGY IS A VIBRANT FIELD THAT ATTRACTS STUDENTS INTERESTED IN
UNDERSTANDING HUMAN BEHAVIOR, MENTAL PROCESSES, AND SOCIAL DYNAMICS. THE UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND, BALTIMORE
COUNTY (UMBC) OFFERS A COMPREHENSIVE PSYCHOLOGY PROGRAM THAT PREPARES STUDENTS FOR A RANGE OF CAREERS IN
MENTAL HEALTH, RESEARCH, AND EDUCATION. THIS ARTICLE DELVES INTO THE VARIOUS ASPECTS OF THE PSYCHOLOGY
PROGRAM AT UMBC, INCLUDING ITS CURRICULUM, FACULTY EXPERTISE, RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES, AND CAREER PROSPECTS.
ADDITIONALLY, IT WILL EXPLORE THE UNIQUE FEATURES THAT DISTINGUISH UMBC’S PSYCHOLOGY DEPARTMENT WITHIN THE
BROADER ACADEMIC LANDSCAPE.

THIS ARTICLE WILL COVER THE FOLLOWING TOPICS:
o OVERVIEW OF THE PsycHoLoGY PrRoOGRAM

e CuURrRICULUM AND CoURSE OFFERINGS

ReSEARCH OPPORTUNITIES

FACULTY AND STAFF

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES FOR GRADUATES

STUDENT LIFE AND RESOURCES

o CONCLUSION

OVERVIEW OF THE PSYCHOLOGY PROGRAM

THE PSYCHOLOGY PROGRAM AT THE UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND, BALTIMORE COUNTY IS DESIGNED TO PROVIDE STUDENTS WITH
A STRONG FOUNDATION IN THE PRINCIPLES OF PSYCHOLOGY WHILE ALSO ALLOWING FOR SPECIALIZATION IN VARIOUS AREAS.
THE PROGRAM EMPHASIZES THE SCIENTIFIC STUDY OF BEHAVIOR AND MENTAL PROCESSES, INTEGRATING THEORY WITH PRACTICAL
APPLICATIONS. STUDENTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO THINK CRITICALLY AND ENGAGE IN COLLABORATIVE LEARNING EXPERIENCES THAT
ENHANCE THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF PSYCHOLOGICAL CONCEPTS.

UMBC’Ss PSYCHOLOGY DEPARTMENT IS KNOWN FOR ITS COMMITMENT TO DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION, REFLECTING A BROAD
ARRAY OF PERSPECTIVES IN PSYCHOLOGICAL RESEARCH AND PRACTICE. THIS COMMITMENT ENRICHES THE EDUCATIONAL
EXPERIENCE, FOSTERING A LEARNING ENVIRONMENT WHERE ALL STUDENTS CAN THRIVE. THE PROGRAM IS DESIGNED NOT ONLY FOR
THOSE INTERESTED IN PURSUING ADVANCED DEGREES BUT ALSO FOR THOSE LOOKING TO ENTER THE WORKFORCE DIRECTLY AFTER
GRADUATION.

CurricuLUM AND CoURSE OFFERINGS

THE CURRICULUM FOR THE PSYCHOLOGY PROGRAM AT UMBC IS COMPREHENSIVE AND WELL-STRUCTURED, PROVIDING STUDENTS
WITH BOTH FOUNDATIONAL KNOWLEDGE AND ADVANCED STUDY OPPORTUNITIES. THE PROGRAM COVERS A WIDE RANGE OF
TOPICS, ENSURING THAT STUDENTS RECEIVE A HOLISTIC EDUCATION IN PSYCHOLOGY.

Core COURSEs

STUDENTS BEGIN THEIR EDUCATION WITH CORE COURSES THAT COVER ESSENTIAL AREAS OF PSYCHOLOGY, INCLUDING:

® |[NTRODUCTION TO PSYCHOLOGY



RESEARCH METHODS IN PSYCHOLOGY

e STATISTICS FOR PsycHoLoGY

e BloPSYCHOLOGY

o DEVELOPMENTAL PsycHoLoGY

SoclaL PsycHoLoGgY

THESE COURSES LAY THE GROUNDWORK FOR UNDERSTANDING PSYCHOLOGICAL THEORIES AND METHODS, ENABLING STUDENTS TO
ENGAGE WITH MORE SPECIALIZED CONTENT AS THEY PROGRESS THROUGH THEIR STUDIES.

ELecTive CoOURSES

IN ADDITION TO CORE REQUIREMENTS, STUDENTS HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO CHOOSE ELECTIVE COURSES THAT ALIGN WITH
THEIR INTERESTS AND CAREER GOALS. ELECTIVES MAY INCLUDE:

o COGNITIVE PsycHoLoGY

HeEALTH PsycHoLoGY

o |[NDUSTRIAL-ORGANIZATIONAL PSYCHOLOGY

CLINICAL PsycHoLoGgY

® NEUROSCIENCE AND BEHAVIOR

THESE ELECTIVES ALLOW STUDENTS TO TAILOR THEIR EDUCATION TO SPECIFIC FIELDS WITHIN PSYCHOLOGY, ENHANCING THEIR
EXPERTISE AND PREPARING THEM FOR FUTURE CHALLENGES IN THE \WORKFORCE OR FURTHER ACADEMIC PURSUITS.

ReseARCH OPPORTUNITIES

RESEARCH IS A CORNERSTONE OF THE PSYCHOLOGY PROGRAM AT UMBC. THE DEPARTMENT ENCOURAGES STUDENTS TO ENGAGE
IN RESEARCH PROJECTS EARLY IN THEIR ACADEMIC CAREERS, PROVIDING HANDS-ON EXPERIENCE THAT IS INVALUABLE IN THE FIELD
OF PSYCHOLOGY.

UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH

(UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS OFTEN HAVE THE CHANCE TO WORK ALONGSIDE FACULTY MEMBERS ON ONGOING RESEARCH
PROJECTS. THIS COLLABORATION FOSTERS A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF PSYCHOLOGICAL PRINCIPLES AND METHODS WHILE ALSO
CONTRIBUTING TO THE BODY OF KNOWLEDGE IN THE FIELD. STUDENTS CAN PARTICIPATE IN VARIOUS RESEARCH AREAS,
INCLUDING:

BEHAVIORAL NEUROSCIENCE
e CLINICAL INTERVENTIONS
® SOCIAL BEHAVIOR AND RELATIONSHIPS

e COGNITIVE PROCESSES

ENGAGING IN RESEARCH HELPS STUDENTS DEVELOP CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS AND ENHANCES THEIR RESUMES, MAKING THEM MORE



COMPETITIVE CANDIDATES FOR GRADUATE PROGRAMS OR EMPLOYMENT.

ReseArcH FACILITIES

UMBC IS EQUIPPED WITH STATE-OF-THE-ART RESEARCH FACILITIES THAT SUPPORT A WIDE RANGE OF PSYCHOLOGICAL
STUDIES. THESE FACILITIES PROVIDE STUDENTS AND FACULTY WITH THE TOOLS NECESSARY TO CONDUCT HIGH-QUALITY
RESEARCH, INCLUDING LABORATORIES FOR BEHAVIORAL TESTING AND NEUROIMAGING.

FACULTY AND STAFF

THE FACULTY IN THE PSYCHOLOGY DEPARTMENT AT UMBC CONSISTS OF EXPERIENCED PROFESSIONALS WHO ARE DEDICATED TO
TEACHING AND MENTORING STUDENTS. THE FACULTY MEMBERS HAVE DIVERSE RESEARCH INTERESTS AND EXPERTISE, ENSURING
THAT STUDENTS RECEIVE A WELL-ROUNDED EDUCATION.

FACULTY EXPERTISE

FACULTY MEMBERS ARE INVOLVED IN VARIOUS RESEARCH PROJECTS AND FREQUENTLY PUBLISH THEIR FINDINGS IN REPUT ABLE
JOURNALS. THIS ACTIVE ENGAGEMENT IN RESEARCH NOT ONLY CONTRIBUTES TO THE FIELD OF PSYCHOLOGY BUT ALSO ENRICHES
THE LEARNING EXPERIENCE FOR STUDENTS. FACULTY MEMBERS OFTEN BRING THEIR RESEARCH INTO THE CLASSROOM, PROVIDING
STUDENTS WITH CURRENT KNOWLEDGE AND PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS OF PSYCHOLOGICAL PRINCIPLES.

SUPPORTIVE ENVIRONMENT

THE DEPARTMENT FOSTERS A SUPPORTIVE ENVIRONMENT WHERE STUDENTS CAN SEEK GUIDANCE AND MENTORSHIP. FACULTY
MEMBERS ARE APPROACHABLE AND ENCOURAGED TO MENTOR STUDENTS IN BOTH ACADEMIC AND RESEARCH PURSUITS. THIS
CLOSE-KNIT COMMUNITY ENHANCES THE OVERALL EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCE, ALLOWING STUDENTS TO THRIVE AND SUCCEED IN
THEIR STUDIES.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES FOR GRADUATES

GRADUATES FROM THE PSYCHOLOGY PROGRAM AT UMBC ARE WELL-PREPARED TO ENTER A VARIETY OF CAREER PATHS. THE
SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE GAINED DURING THEIR STUDIES EQUIP THEM FOR ROLES IN NUMEROUS SETTINGS, INCLUDING HEALTHCARE,
EDUCATION, AND RESEARCH.

EMPLOYMENT SECTORS

SOME COMMON SECTORS WHERE PSYCHOLOGY GRADUATES FIND EMPLOYMENT INCLUDE:

® MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES
® RESEARCH ORGANIZATIONS
® EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS
e CORPORATE SETTINGS
MANY GRADUATES CHOOSE TO PURSUE ADVANCED DEGREES IN PSYCHOLOGY OR RELATED FIELDS, SUCH AS COUNSELING, SOCIAL

WORK, OR CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGY. THE SOLID FOUNDATION PROVIDED BY THE UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAM MAKES THEM
COMPETITIVE CANDIDATES FOR GRADUATE STUDIES.



JoB TiTLES

GRADUATES MAY FIND THEMSELVES IN VARIOUS JOB ROLES, SUCH AS!

e CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGIST
® SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST

e BEHAVIORAL THERAPIST

HUMAN RESOURCES SPECIALIST

® RESEARCH ASSISTANT

THESE ROLES ALLOW GRADUATES TO APPLY THEIR KNOWLEDGE OF PSYCHOLOGY IN PRACTICAL AND IMPACTFUL WAYS,
IMPROVING THE LIVES OF INDIVIDUALS AND COMMUNITIES.

STUDENT LIFE AND RESOURCES

STUDENT LIFE AT UMBC IS VIBRANT AND DIVERSE, WITH NUMEROUS RESOURCES AVAILABLE TO SUPPORT PSYCHOLOGY
STUDENTS. THE CAMPUS OFFERS A VARIETY OF CLUBS, ORGANIZATIONS, AND EVENTS THAT FOSTER COMMUNITY AND
ENGAGEMENT.

PsycHoLoGY CLuBs AND ORGANIZATIONS

STUDENTS CAN JOIN PSYCHOLOGY-RELATED CLUBS SUCH AS THE PSYCHOLOGY CLUB, WHICH PROVIDES NET\WORKING
OPPORTUNITIES, GUEST SPEAKERS, AND \WORKSHOPS. THESE ORGANIZATIONS HELP STUDENTS CONNECT WITH PEERS WHO SHARE
SIMILAR INTERESTS AND GOALS.

ACADEMIC SUPPORT SERVICES

UMBC ALSO OFFERS ACADEMIC SUPPORT SERVICES, INCLUDING TUTORING AND ADVISING, TO HELP STUDENTS NAVIGATE THEIR
EDUCATIONAL JOURNEY. THESE RESOURCES ENSURE THAT STUDENTS HAVE ACCESS TO THE SUPPORT THEY NEED TO SUCCEED IN
THEIR STUDIES.

CoNcLUSION

THE UNIVERSITY OF MAEYLAND, BALTIMORE COUNTY PSYCHOLOGY PROGRAM STANDS OUT FOR ITS RIGOROUS CURRICULUM,
RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES, AND SUPPORTIVE FACULTY. WITH A FOCUS ON SCIENTIFIC UNDERSTANDING AND PRACTICAL
APPLICATION, STUDENTS ARE WELL-EQUIPPED TO PURSUE VARIOUS CAREER PATHS OR FURTHER THEIR EDUCATION IN GRADUATE
SCHOOL. THE ENGAGING CAMPUS LIFE, COMBINED WITH A COMMITMENT TO DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION, CREATES AN ENRICHING
ENVIRONMENT WHERE STUDENTS CAN THRIVE BOTH ACADEMICALLY AND PERSONALLY. AS ONE OF THE LEADING INSTITUTIONS IN
THE FIELD, UMBC PREPARES ITS PSYCHOLOGY STUDENTS TO MAKE MEANINGFUL CONTRIBUTIONS TO SOCIETY.

Q: WHAT DEGREES ARE OFFERED IN PSYCHOLOGY AT UMBC?

A: THE UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND, BALTIMORE COUNTY OFFERS BOTH A BACHELOR OF ARTS AND A BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN
PSYCHOLOGY. THE BA FOCUSES MORE ON THE LIBERAL ARTS APPROACH, WHILE THE BS EMPHASIZES SCIENTIFIC AND
QUANTITATIVE METHODS.



QZ ARE THERE OPPORTUNITIES FOR INTERNSHIPS IN THE PSYCHOLOGY PROGRAM?

A: YES/ THE PSYCHOLOGY PROGRAM AT UMBC ENCOURAGES STUDENTS TO PURSUE INTERNSHIPS THAT PROVIDE PRACTICAL
EXPERIENCE IN THE FIELD. MANY STUDENTS GAIN VALUABLE HANDS-ON EXPERIENCE BY WORKING IN MENTAL HEALTH FACILITIES,
RESEARCH LABS, OR EDUCATIONAL SETTINGS.

Q: How poes UMBC SUPPORT PSYCHOLOGY STUDENTS IN THEIR RESEARCH
ENDEAVORS?

A: UMBC SUPPORTS PSYCHOLOGY STUDENTS THROUGH ACCESS TO STATE-OF-THE-ART RESEARCH FACILITIES, FUNDING FOR
STUDENT RESEARCH PROJECTS, AND OPPORTUNITIES TO COLLABORATE WITH FACULTY ON ONGOING RESEARCH INITIATIVES.

Q: WHAT ARE SOME COMMON CAREER PATHS FOR PSYCHOLOGY GRADUATES FROM
UMBC?

A: GRADUATES FROM THE PSYCHOLOGY PROGRAM AT UMBC COMMONLY PURSUE CAREERS IN MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES,
EDUCATION, HUMAN RESOURCES, AND RESEARCH. MANY ALSO CONTINUE THEIR STUDIES IN GRADUATE PROGRAMS IN PSYCHOLOGY
OR RELATED FIELDS.

Q: s THERE A STRONG SENSE OF COMMUNITY AMONG PSYCHOLOGY STUDENTS AT
UMBC?

A: YES, THE PSYCHOLOGY DEPARTMENT AT UMBC FOSTERS A STRONG SENSE OF COMMUNITY THROUGH CLUBS,
ORGANIZATIONS, AND EVENTS THAT ENCOURAGE COLLABORATION AND NET\WORKING AMONG STUDENTS.

Q: CAN STUDENTS SPECIALIZE IN A PARTICULAR AREA OF PSYCHOLOGY AT UMBC?

A: YESI STUDENTS AT UMBC HAVE THE OPTION TO TAKE ELECTIVE COURSES IN VARIOUS SPECIALIZED AREAS OF PSYCHOLOGY,
SUCH AS CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGY, COGNITIVE PSYCHOLOGY, AND HEALTH PSYCHOLOGY, ALLOWING THEM TO TAILOR THEIR
EDUCATION TO THEIR INTERESTS.

Q: WHAT KIND OF SUPPORT SERVICES ARE AVAILABLE FOR PSYCHOLOGY STUDENTS AT
UMBC?

A: UMBC OFFERS A RANGE OF SUPPORT SERVICES FOR PSYCHOLOGY STUDENTS, INCLUDING ACADEMIC ADVISING, TUTORING,
MENTAL HEALTH RESOURCES, AND CAREER COUNSELING, ENSURING THAT STUDENTS HAVE THE RESOURCES THEY NEED TO
SUCCEED.

Q: Does UMBC HAVE A STRONG FOCUS ON DIVERSITY IN ITS PSYCHOLOGY PROGRAM?

A: YES, UMBC’s PSYCHOLOGY PROGRAM EMPHASIZES DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION, REFLECTING A WIDE RANGE OF PERSPECTIVES
IN BOTH ITS CURRICULUM AND RESEARCH INITIATIVES, WHICH ENRICHES THE EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCE FOR ALL STUDENTS.

Q: WHAT IS THE STUDENT-TO-FACULTY RATIO IN THE PSYCHOLOGY PROGRAM AT
UMBC?

A: THE STUDENT-TO-FACULTY RATIO IN THE PSYCHOLOGY PROGRAM AT UMBC IS DESIGNED TO BE LOW, ALLOWING FOR
PERSONALIZED ATTENTION AND MENTORSHIP FROM FACULTY MEMBERS, WHICH ENHANCES THE LEARNING EXPERIENCE.
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