
80's quiz with answers
80's quiz with answers is a fantastic way to test your knowledge about one of the most vibrant and
iconic decades in modern history. The 1980s were characterized by memorable pop culture
moments, groundbreaking music, unforgettable movies, and significant historical events. This article
will provide a comprehensive quiz designed to challenge your knowledge of the 80s while presenting
the answers in a fun and engaging way. Whether you’re preparing for a trivia night or simply want
to reminisce about the decade, this quiz will cover various topics, including music, movies,
television, and significant events from the 1980s. Get ready to dive into the nostalgia!
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Music Questions and Answers

Iconic Songs and Artists
The music of the 1980s was a rich tapestry of genres and styles, from the rise of pop icons to the
birth of hip-hop. This section will focus on some of the most significant songs and artists that defined
the sound of the decade.

Question 1: Who sang the hit song "Billie Jean"?
Answer: Michael Jackson.

Question 2: Which band is known for the anthem "Livin' on a Prayer"?
Answer: Bon Jovi.

Question 3: What famous female artist had a hit with "Like a Virgin"?
Answer: Madonna.



Question 4: Which song by Cyndi Lauper became a feminist anthem?
Answer: "Girls Just Want to Have Fun."

Each of these songs not only topped the charts but also left an indelible mark on the culture of the
80s. Michael Jackson's "Billie Jean" is often credited with revolutionizing music videos, while
Madonna became a symbol of female empowerment. Bon Jovi's "Livin' on a Prayer" is still a sing-
along favorite at concerts today, showcasing the enduring appeal of 80s music.

Music Awards and Achievements
The 80s were also a time of significant recognition in the music industry. Award shows like the
Grammy Awards gained immense popularity, celebrating the artists and songs of the decade.

Question 5: Which artist won the most Grammy Awards in the 80s?
Answer: Michael Jackson.

Question 6: What was the name of the first MTV Video Music Awards held in 1984?
Answer: MTV Video Music Awards.

Question 7: Which band performed "We Are the World," a charity single for famine relief in
1985?
Answer: USA for Africa.

The 80s music scene was not just about individual hits but also about collaboration and charity. The
"We Are the World" project brought together numerous artists for a common cause, showcasing the
power of music to create change.

Movie Questions and Answers

Blockbusters and Classics
The film industry saw an explosion of creativity in the 1980s, producing some of the most beloved
movies of all time. This section will highlight key films and their impact on cinema.

Question 1: What was the highest-grossing film of the 1980s?
Answer: "E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial."

Question 2: Who directed the iconic film "Back to the Future"?
Answer: Robert Zemeckis.

Question 3: Which movie featured the quote, "I'll be back"?
Answer: "The Terminator."



Question 4: What film starred Tom Cruise as a fighter pilot?
Answer: "Top Gun."

These films not only achieved commercial success but also influenced popular culture and the film
industry. "E.T." became a family favorite, while "Back to the Future" introduced time travel in a fun
and accessible way.

Acting Legends of the 80s
The 80s also saw the rise of many legendary actors, whose performances became iconic.

Question 5: Who won the Academy Award for Best Actor for his role in "Rain Man"?
Answer: Dustin Hoffman.

Question 6: Which actress starred in "Pretty in Pink"?
Answer: Molly Ringwald.

Question 7: What actor is known for his role in "Ghostbusters"?
Answer: Bill Murray.

The performances of these actors helped define the decade's cinema. Molly Ringwald became the
face of teen films, while Bill Murray brought a unique blend of humor and charm to the screen.

Television Questions and Answers

Popular TV Shows
Television in the 1980s was marked by groundbreaking series that captivated audiences. This
section will explore some of the most popular shows of the decade.

Question 1: What was the name of the family in "The Cosby Show"?
Answer: The Huxtables.

Question 2: Which show featured a group of friends living in New York City?
Answer: "Friends" (though it aired in the 90s, it was developed in the 80s).

Question 3: What was the premise of "Miami Vice"?
Answer: Two detectives working undercover in Miami.

Question 4: Who played the lead role in "Magnum P.I."?
Answer: Tom Selleck.



Shows like "The Cosby Show" broke racial barriers and set ratings records, while "Miami Vice"
introduced a stylish, cinematic approach to television.

Game Shows and Reality TV
The 80s also saw the rise of game shows and the early days of reality TV, captivating viewers with
excitement and competition.

Question 5: What game show featured contestants guessing the prices of products?
Answer: "The Price Is Right."

Question 6: Which reality show documented the lives of the Osbournes?
Answer: "The Osbournes" (though it aired in the early 2000s, it was influenced by 80s reality
shows).

Question 7: What was the name of the popular trivia game show hosted by Alex Trebek?
Answer: "Jeopardy!"

These shows not only entertained but also laid the groundwork for future programming in the reality
television genre.

Historical Events Questions and Answers

Key Events of the 80s
The 1980s were a decade of significant historical events, shaping the future of the world in various
ways. This section will delve into some of the most impactful occurrences of the decade.

Question 1: What major political event took place in 1989, leading to the fall of the Berlin
Wall?
Answer: The Cold War tensions eased, leading to the reunification of Germany.

Question 2: Which significant event occurred in 1986 in the United States that raised safety
concerns about nuclear energy?
Answer: The Chernobyl disaster.

Question 3: What was the name of the U.S. military operation launched in 1983 to invade
Grenada?
Answer: Operation Urgent Fury.

Question 4: Which famous rallying cry was associated with the AIDS epidemic in the 1980s?
Answer: "Silence = Death."



These events not only shaped the political landscape but also had a profound impact on social issues,
demonstrating the decade's complexity.

Technological Advancements
The 1980s were also a period of technological innovation, with developments that changed the way
people lived and communicated.

Question 5: What popular personal computer was launched by IBM in 1981?
Answer: The IBM PC.

Question 6: Which gaming console was released by Nintendo in 1985?
Answer: The Nintendo Entertainment System (NES).

Question 7: What was the name of the first mobile phone released for commercial use in the
1980s?
Answer: The Motorola DynaTAC 8000X.

The advancements in technology during the 80s paved the way for the digital age, fundamentally
changing communication and entertainment.

Fun Facts About the 80's

Trivia That Will Surprise You
The 1980s were filled with quirky trends and interesting facts that often surprise even the most avid
enthusiasts. Here are some fun tidbits to remember.

Fact 1: The Rubik's Cube became a massive craze in the early 80s, selling millions of units
worldwide.

Fact 2: The fashion of the 80s included leg warmers, shoulder pads, and neon colors.

Fact 3: MTV revolutionized the music industry and introduced the concept of music videos as
a form of art.

Fact 4: The "Star Wars" franchise expanded with sequels that became cultural phenomena.

These facts highlight the unique and vibrant culture of the 1980s, showcasing how the decade was
not just about music and movies but also about lifestyle and trends.



Conclusion

The 1980s were a decade filled with unforgettable moments, influential music, iconic films, and
significant historical events. By engaging with this 80's quiz with answers, you’ve taken a step
back in time to relive the essence of this vibrant era. Whether you aced every question or learned
something new, the 80s continue to be a source of fascination and nostalgia for many. As we look
back, it’s clear that the impact of the 80s is still felt today in our culture, fashion, music, and
entertainment. So, keep the spirit of the 80s alive, and don’t hesitate to challenge your friends with
this quiz!

Q: What was the most popular television show in the 80s?
A: "The Cosby Show" was one of the most popular television shows during the 1980s, dominating
ratings and becoming a cultural staple.

Q: Which artist had the most number one hits in the 80s?
A: Michael Jackson had an impressive number of number one hits during the 1980s, solidifying his
status as the "King of Pop."

Q: What was the biggest fashion trend of the 80s?
A: Neon colors and oversized clothing, including shoulder pads and leg warmers, were some of the
biggest fashion trends of the 1980s.

Q: What significant political change happened in 1989?
A: The fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989 marked the end of the Cold War and the beginning of the
reunification of Germany.

Q: What major video game company launched in the 80s?
A: Nintendo launched the Nintendo Entertainment System (NES) in 1985, which became a major
player in the gaming industry.

Q: Which popular movie featured a time-traveling DeLorean?
A: "Back to the Future" featured a DeLorean car that was modified to travel through time.

Q: What was the name of the charity single released in 1985?
A: "We Are the World" was the charity single released in 1985, featuring numerous artists coming
together to raise money for famine relief.



Q: Who was the lead singer of the band Queen during the 80s?
A: Freddie Mercury was the lead singer of Queen, and the band had several successful hits
throughout the 1980s.

Q: What was a popular toy in the 80s?
A: The Rubik's Cube became a popular puzzle toy in the 1980s, captivating both children and adults.

Q: Which TV show featured a group of high school students in
detention?
A: "The Breakfast Club" featured a group of high school students who spend a Saturday in detention,
each representing different high school stereotypes.
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