
apa 7th edition citation journal article
apa 7th edition citation journal article is a fundamental skill for anyone engaged in academic
writing, research, or scholarly communication. Mastering the precise guidelines set forth by the
American Psychological Association's seventh edition ensures clarity, credibility, and adherence to
ethical standards in acknowledging sources. This comprehensive guide will delve into the intricacies
of citing journal articles, covering everything from the core components of a reference list entry to
the nuances of in-text citations. We will explore the essential elements required, illustrate proper
formatting for various scenarios, and provide practical advice for maintaining accuracy and
consistency throughout your academic work. Understanding these principles is crucial for
preventing plagiarism and allowing readers to easily locate the original research that supports your
arguments.
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Understanding APA 7th Edition: Key Principles
The APA 7th Edition, published in 2020, represents the latest evolution of the widely accepted style
guide for academic writing, particularly in the social sciences, behavioral sciences, and health
sciences. Its primary goal is to facilitate clear, concise, and consistent communication, ensuring that
scholarly work is easily understandable and ethically presented. Proper citation, especially for peer-
reviewed journal articles, is a cornerstone of this style, providing a standardized method for
acknowledging intellectual contributions and enabling readers to verify sources.

Adhering to APA 7th edition citation journal article guidelines demonstrates academic integrity and
respect for intellectual property. It also simplifies the process for researchers and students, offering
a universal framework that reduces ambiguity in referencing. The 7th edition introduced several
updates aimed at making the style more inclusive, accessible, and user-friendly, particularly
concerning digital sources and diverse author lists.

Key principles underpinning the APA 7th edition include:

Clarity and Conciseness: Promoting straightforward language and efficient presentation of
information.

Accuracy: Requiring precise details for all cited sources to ensure verifiability.



Consistency: Applying uniform formatting rules across all elements of a paper, from headings
to references.

Ethical Reporting: Emphasizing plagiarism prevention and proper attribution of all sources,
including data and ideas.

Readability: Designing documents that are easy to navigate and comprehend for a broad
academic audience.

These principles collectively ensure that a scholarly paper not only presents robust research but also
adheres to the highest standards of academic practice, making the accurate citation of journal
articles an indispensable component.

Essential Elements of an APA 7th Edition Journal
Article Citation
When constructing an apa 7th edition citation journal article entry for your reference list,
several key pieces of information are universally required. These elements allow readers to uniquely
identify and locate the original source material. Each component serves a specific purpose, from
identifying the author to pinpointing the specific publication details of the article.

The standard format for a journal article reference entry in APA 7th edition typically follows a
consistent order:

Author(s): The individual(s) or group responsible for the article. This is listed first, inverted1.
(Last Name, Initials).

Date of Publication: The year the article was published.2.

Article Title: The full title of the specific journal article.3.

Journal Title: The full, italicized name of the periodical in which the article appeared.4.

Volume Number: The italicized volume number of the journal.5.

Issue Number: The non-italicized issue number (if applicable), enclosed in parentheses.6.

Page Range: The specific pages on which the article appears in the journal.7.

Digital Object Identifier (DOI): A unique alphanumeric string that permanently identifies an8.
electronic article and links directly to it. This is crucial for online journal articles.

Understanding these fundamental building blocks is the first step towards accurately citing journal
articles. The precise arrangement and punctuation of these elements are critical for compliance with
APA 7th edition standards, ensuring that your reference list is both comprehensive and correctly
formatted.



Crafting the Reference List Entry for Journal Articles
Constructing the reference list entry for a journal article according to the apa 7th edition citation
journal article guidelines requires meticulous attention to detail. The structure changes slightly
based on the number of authors and whether a Digital Object Identifier (DOI) is available. Here we
provide common examples and rules.

Journal Article with a DOI
Most electronic journal articles will have a DOI, which is preferred over a URL when available. The
DOI should be presented as a full URL link (e.g., https://doi.org/xxxxxx).

Format:

Author, A. A., Author, B. B., & Author, C. C. (Year). Title of article. Title of Periodical, volume(issue),
pages. https://doi.org/xxxx

Example:

Gerrig, R. J. (2018). The limits of story processing. Psychological Science, 29(5), 675–678.
https://doi.org/10.1177/0956797617751992

For articles with 20 or fewer authors, list all authors. For articles with 21 or more authors, include
the first 19 authors, then an ellipsis (...), followed by the last author.

Journal Article Without a DOI
If a journal article does not have a DOI, which is common for older print articles or those from
certain databases, you should omit the DOI element. If the article was retrieved from an academic
research database and does not have a DOI, no URL or database name is needed because these
sources are generally widely available.

Format:

Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (Year). Title of article. Title of Periodical, volume(issue), pages.

Example:

Light, M. A., & Light, M. H. (2008). The geographic distribution of bigamy in the United States,
1880–1910. Journal of Family History, 33(1), 3–24.

If the article is from a website outside of a database and does not have a DOI, then you should
include the URL from which it was retrieved.

Example (from a non-database website):

Author, A. A. (Year). Title of article. Title of Periodical, volume(issue), pages. Retrieved from
http://www.example.com/full/url



Key Formatting Notes for Reference List:

All lines after the first line of each entry should be indented one-half inch from the left margin
(hanging indent).

The reference list should be alphabetized by the last name of the first author of each work.

Only the first word of the article title and any proper nouns should be capitalized.

The journal title should be capitalized title case (e.g., Psychological Science).

Paying close attention to these details ensures your reference list is accurate and complies with APA
7th edition citation journal article standards, facilitating easy identification and retrieval of sources
by your readers.

Mastering In-Text Citations for Journal Articles
Beyond the reference list, correctly incorporating in-text citations for journal articles is crucial for
maintaining academic integrity and providing immediate attribution within the body of your text.
The apa 7th edition citation journal article style primarily uses the author-date system, where
the author's last name and the year of publication are included in parentheses.

Parenthetical and Narrative Citations
APA style offers two main types of in-text citations:

Parenthetical Citations: The author(s) and date appear within parentheses, typically at the1.
end of a sentence or clause.
Example: Research indicates a strong correlation between sleep deprivation and cognitive
decline (Smith, 2020).

Narrative Citations: The author(s) are incorporated into the sentence as part of the2.
narrative, with the date following in parentheses immediately after the author's name.
Example: Smith (2020) found a strong correlation between sleep deprivation and cognitive
decline.

Citing Multiple Authors In-Text
The rules for multiple authors simplify significantly in the 7th edition:

One or Two Authors: Cite both author last names every time.
Parenthetical: (Chen & Lee, 2021)



Narrative: Chen and Lee (2021) argued...

Three or More Authors: For three or more authors, cite only the first author's last name
followed by "et al." (and others) and the year for all citations, including the first.
Parenthetical: (Johnson et al., 2019)

Narrative: Johnson et al. (2019) demonstrated...

Citing Specific Parts of a Source
When quoting or paraphrasing specific information, it is highly recommended to include a page
number or other locator (e.g., paragraph number for sources without page numbers) to help readers
find the exact passage. Use "p." for a single page and "pp." for a page range.

Example (Quote): "The findings suggest a new avenue for therapeutic intervention" (Davis, 2022,
p. 45).

Example (Paraphrase with page number): This research indicates that novel therapeutic
approaches may be effective (Davis, 2022, pp. 44-46).

For sources without page numbers (e.g., some online articles or videos), use paragraph numbers if
available, preceded by "para." or section names.

Consistent application of these in-text citation rules, along with accurate reference list entries, forms
the backbone of credible academic writing in APA 7th edition.

Common Scenarios and Special Cases in Journal Article
Citation
While the standard formats cover most situations, understanding how to handle common scenarios
and special cases is vital for a truly comprehensive apa 7th edition citation journal article
practice. These situations often involve articles published online before print, articles from specific
databases, or those with unique identifiers.

Journal Articles from Academic Databases Without DOIs
As mentioned previously, if a journal article is found in an academic database (e.g., PsycINFO,
JSTOR) and lacks a DOI, you generally do not need to include a URL or the database name in the
reference entry. These databases are considered widely available sources.

Example:

Lehman, H., & Nisbett, R. E. (1990). A longitudinal study of the effects of undergraduate education
on reasoning. American Educational Research Journal, 27(2), 263–292.

However, if the article is from a database that publishes proprietary content (e.g., UpToDate,
EBSCOHost Academic Search Premier with specific login requirements), you might include the



database name, though this is less common for peer-reviewed journal articles and more for reports
or specific database entries. For standard academic journals, the DOI is paramount.

Articles Published Ahead of Print (Advance Online
Publication)
Sometimes, journal articles are published online before they are assigned to a specific issue or
volume. These are often referred to as "advance online publications" or "e-pub ahead of print." If you
cite such an article, and it has a DOI, use the DOI and include "Advance online publication" or "e-pub
ahead of print" if the journal specifies this. However, usually, if a DOI is present, it's sufficient to just
use the year of online publication. Once the article is formally assigned to an issue, the citation
should be updated with the volume, issue, and page numbers.

Example (prior to print issue assignment):

Author, A. A. (Year). Title of article. Title of Periodical. Advance online publication.
https://doi.org/xxxx

It is important to check if the journal has already assigned the article to a specific volume and issue,
even if you accessed it early online. The most complete information should always be used.

Understanding the Role of the DOI
The Digital Object Identifier (DOI) is a unique and persistent identifier for intellectual property in
the digital environment. It acts like a digital fingerprint, ensuring that a link to an article remains
stable even if the journal's website changes. The APA 7th edition strongly emphasizes including
DOIs whenever they are available for journal articles. It should be presented as a full URL (e.g.,
https://doi.org/10.xxxx/xxxxx). If a DOI is not present, APA guidelines prioritize providing a direct
URL for online sources if they are not from a major academic database. For articles accessed in print
or from widely available academic databases without a DOI, no URL or DOI is needed.

Navigating these various scenarios effectively ensures that your apa 7th edition citation journal
article practices are robust and accurate, reflecting a thorough understanding of citation standards.

Ensuring Accuracy and Consistency in APA Journal
Article Citations
The ultimate goal of mastering apa 7th edition citation journal article guidelines is to produce a
reference list and in-text citations that are consistently accurate and complete. This commitment to
precision not only upholds academic integrity but also significantly enhances the credibility of your
research and facilitates the work of future scholars.

The Importance of Meticulous Proofreading
Errors in citations, even minor ones, can undermine the professionalism of your paper. Therefore,
meticulous proofreading of every reference list entry and in-text citation is indispensable. Double-



check:

Author names: Ensure correct spelling and initials.

Publication dates: Verify the year is accurate.

Titles: Confirm article and journal titles are exactly as they appear in the source, with correct
capitalization for the article title and proper capitalization and italics for the journal title.

Volume and Issue numbers: Cross-reference these details with the original article.

Page ranges: Ensure they are correct and follow APA formatting (e.g., 23–45, not 23-45).

DOIs and URLs: Confirm they are live and link to the correct source.

Punctuation and spacing: APA has specific rules for commas, periods, and spaces between
elements.

Even a misplaced comma can be an error. Reviewing your work against the official APA style manual
or reliable online guides can catch these subtle mistakes.

Leveraging Citation Management Tools
For researchers and students managing numerous sources, citation management software can be an
invaluable asset. Tools like Zotero, Mendeley, and EndNote can help automate the process of
generating both reference list entries and in-text citations in APA 7th edition format. While these
tools are highly efficient, they are not infallible. It is crucial to:

Verify data input: Ensure that the bibliographic information imported or manually entered
into the software is correct. Automated imports can sometimes miss details or misinterpret
fields.

Review generated citations: Always manually check the output from these tools against APA
7th edition guidelines, especially for journal articles, as variations in how journals present
their metadata can lead to formatting discrepancies.

Using these tools effectively requires an understanding of the underlying APA principles, ensuring
that you can identify and correct any errors they might produce.

Ultimately, a strong command of apa 7th edition citation journal article conventions reflects a
dedication to scholarly excellence. By upholding these standards, you contribute to the integrity of
academic discourse and facilitate the vital exchange of knowledge within the scientific community.

Q: What are the key components of an APA 7th edition citation



for a journal article?
A: The essential components for an APA 7th edition journal article citation include the author(s)' last
name and initials, the year of publication, the title of the article, the italicized title of the journal, the
italicized volume number, the issue number (if applicable, in parentheses and not italicized), the
page range of the article, and the Digital Object Identifier (DOI) presented as a URL (e.g.,
https://doi.org/xxxx) if available.

Q: How do I cite a journal article with more than 20 authors in
APA 7th edition?
A: For journal articles with 21 or more authors in APA 7th edition, you should list the first 19
authors, followed by an ellipsis (...), and then list the last author. For in-text citations, use the first
author's last name followed by "et al." and the year of publication for all citations, including the first.

Q: Is a DOI always required for APA 7th edition journal article
citations?
A: The DOI is highly preferred and should be included whenever available for a journal article in APA
7th edition. If an article has a DOI, it should be presented as a full URL link (e.g.,
https://doi.org/10.xxxx/xxxxx). If a journal article does not have a DOI (common for older or print
articles), omit it. If the article is from an academic database and lacks a DOI, no URL is typically
needed either, as these sources are considered widely available. Only include a URL if the article is
from a website outside of a major academic database and lacks a DOI.

Q: What is the difference between a parenthetical and a
narrative in-text citation for journal articles?
A: In a parenthetical citation, the author's last name and the year of publication are enclosed in
parentheses, typically at the end of a sentence or clause (e.g., "Research supports this claim
(Johnson, 2020)"). In a narrative citation, the author's last name is integrated into the sentence, with
the year of publication immediately following in parentheses (e.g., "Johnson (2020) argued that...").
Both methods provide immediate attribution to the source within the text.

Q: How do I cite a journal article I accessed online that does
not have page numbers?
A: If you are quoting or referring to a specific part of an online journal article without page numbers,
APA 7th edition recommends using other locator information. This could include paragraph numbers
(e.g., para. 4), section headings (e.g., "Discussion" section), or a combination of both (e.g.,
"Discussion" section, para. 2). For a general paraphrase of the entire article, a locator may not be
necessary in the in-text citation, but it is always good practice to include one when possible for
specific information.
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