
how many research questions should a
research paper have
how many research questions should a research paper have is a pivotal concern
for any researcher embarking on an academic journey, as the number and
quality of these questions fundamentally shape the entire investigation. The
decision to employ a single, focused question or several interconnected ones
is not arbitrary; it hinges on the research's scope, complexity, methodology,
and the specific academic context. This comprehensive guide will delve into
the strategic considerations behind this crucial choice, examining the
advantages and disadvantages of both approaches. We will explore key factors
such as the research design, the breadth and depth required for the study,
and the academic level of the paper, providing a nuanced understanding of how
to determine the optimal number for your unique project. Ultimately, the goal
is to equip researchers with the knowledge to formulate effective research
questions that drive clear objectives, facilitate robust analysis, and
contribute meaningfully to their field.
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The Foundational Role of Research Questions
Research questions serve as the bedrock of any academic endeavor, guiding the
entire investigative process from the initial literature review to the final
conclusion. They delineate the specific problem or area of inquiry the paper
aims to address, providing a clear focus and direction. Without well-
formulated research questions, a study can quickly become unfocused, leading
to diffuse findings and a lack of coherence. They establish the boundaries of
the research, helping to determine what information is relevant and what
falls outside the scope of the investigation.

Moreover, research questions link directly to the research objectives and the
problem statement, articulating precisely what the researcher intends to



discover, explore, or explain. They act as a compass, ensuring that every
subsequent step—from data collection and analysis to the interpretation of
results—remains aligned with the primary aims of the study. A robust set of
research questions ensures academic integrity and allows for a systematic
approach to inquiry, which is essential for producing credible and impactful
research.

Defining a Strong Research Question
A strong research question possesses several key characteristics that make it
effective. It must be clear, concise, focused, arguable (or explorable), and
answerable through empirical data or theoretical analysis. Vague or overly
broad questions often lead to superficial investigations, while questions
that are too narrow may not contribute significantly to the broader academic
discourse. The specificity of a research question allows for a targeted
approach to data gathering and interpretation, which is crucial for
delivering concrete findings.

Furthermore, an effective research question should be relevant to the
existing body of knowledge, addressing a gap in the literature or offering a
new perspective on an established topic. It often emerges from a thorough
literature review, which helps to identify what is already known and what
areas require further investigation. This iterative process of refinement
ensures that the research question is not only original but also meaningful
within its disciplinary context, setting the stage for valuable
contributions.

Connecting Questions to the Research Scope
The number of research questions a research paper should have is
intrinsically linked to the intended scope of the study. A narrow, highly
specific paper might effectively use a single, well-defined research question
to explore a particular phenomenon in depth. Conversely, a broader study
aiming to cover multiple facets of a complex issue might necessitate several
interconnected questions. The scope dictates the depth and breadth of the
investigation, and the research questions must accurately reflect these
parameters. For instance, a paper aiming to understand a causal relationship
might focus on one primary question, whereas a descriptive study exploring
various characteristics of a population might use several.

Careful consideration of the scope prevents "scope creep," where the project
expands beyond its initial boundaries, or conversely, a study that is too
limited to provide meaningful insights. Researchers must balance the desire
for comprehensive understanding with the practical limitations of time,
resources, and data availability. The chosen number of research questions
directly impacts the manageability and ultimate success of the research
project, making it a critical strategic decision early in the research design
phase.



Single Versus Multiple Research Questions: A
Strategic Decision
The choice between a single research question and multiple research questions
is one of the most critical decisions in research design. This choice has
profound implications for the structure, focus, methodology, and ultimate
findings of a research paper. It is not merely a matter of preference but a
strategic decision dictated by the complexity of the research problem, the
desired depth of analysis, and the overall objectives of the study.
Understanding the advantages and appropriate use cases for each approach is
fundamental to constructing a robust and effective research project.

Whether to have one or several questions should emerge naturally from the
problem statement and the preliminary literature review. A single, powerful
question can offer profound insights into a specific niche, while a set of
well-aligned questions can provide a more holistic understanding of a
multifaceted issue. This section explores the benefits and suitable contexts
for both approaches, guiding researchers toward an informed decision that
best serves their academic goals.

Advantages of a Single Research Question
Employing a single research question offers several distinct advantages,
particularly for studies with a narrow and deep focus. Primarily, it fosters
unparalleled clarity and precision. A singular question streamlines the
entire research process, making it easier to maintain focus during data
collection, analysis, and interpretation. This concentration allows the
researcher to delve deeply into a specific aspect of a topic, providing
exhaustive detail and nuanced understanding that might be diluted by a
broader approach.

Furthermore, a single research question often leads to a more coherent and
tightly structured paper. The introduction, methodology, results, and
discussion sections can all be directly aligned to answer that one question,
enhancing the logical flow and readability of the argument. This approach is
particularly effective for quantitative studies seeking to test a specific
hypothesis or for qualitative explorations aiming for an in-depth
understanding of a particular phenomenon. It simplifies the research design
and ensures that every component of the paper contributes directly to
addressing the central inquiry, thereby maximizing the impact of the
findings.

When Multiple Research Questions Are Appropriate
While a single question offers focus, there are numerous scenarios where
multiple research questions are not just appropriate but essential. This
approach is particularly beneficial for complex topics that necessitate
exploration from several angles or for studies with broader objectives.
Multiple questions can help dissect a large, overarching research problem



into smaller, more manageable components, each contributing to a
comprehensive understanding of the whole.

Common scenarios for using multiple questions include:

Exploratory Studies: When a topic is new or under-researched, multiple
questions can help explore various dimensions, factors, or
relationships.

Mixed-Methods Research: Papers combining qualitative and quantitative
approaches often use distinct questions for each methodological
component to address different facets of the research problem.

Comparative Studies: To compare different groups, interventions, or
contexts, separate questions can be formulated for each comparative
element.

Process-Oriented Research: Studies examining stages, developments, or
sequences of events may benefit from questions addressing each phase.

Theoretical Elaboration: When the research aims to refine or extend a
theory, multiple questions can test different theoretical propositions
or applications.

When multiple research questions are utilized, it is paramount that they are
interconnected and logically flow from a central problem statement or main
objective. They should not be disparate inquiries but rather form a cohesive
unit, collectively addressing the broader research problem. The primary
question often sets the overarching goal, while sub-questions delve into
specific aspects necessary to fully answer the main inquiry, ensuring a
systematic and thorough investigation.

Factors Influencing the Number of Research
Questions
The decision on how many research questions a research paper should have is
rarely arbitrary; it is influenced by a confluence of practical,
methodological, and academic factors. These elements collectively dictate the
feasibility and effectiveness of the chosen number of questions, shaping the
entire research design. Researchers must carefully weigh these considerations
to ensure that their questions are not only pertinent but also manageable
within the confines of their project. Understanding these influencing factors
allows for a more strategic formulation of research questions, leading to a
more robust and coherent paper.

From the specific research design to the inherent complexity of the subject
matter, each factor plays a crucial role in determining whether one question
suffices or if a set of well-articulated questions is necessary. This section
systematically examines these critical determinants, providing guidance on



how to navigate them effectively to arrive at an optimal number of research
questions for any given study.

Research Design and Methodology
The chosen research design and methodology are perhaps the most significant
factors influencing the number of research questions. Different research
paradigms and approaches inherently lend themselves to a particular structure
of inquiry. For instance:

Quantitative Research: Studies employing quantitative methods, such as1.
experimental designs or correlational studies, often focus on a limited
number of hypotheses or research questions aimed at measuring variables
and testing relationships. A single, clearly defined question focusing
on cause-and-effect or statistical correlation is common.

Qualitative Research: Qualitative methodologies, including2.
phenomenology, ethnography, or case studies, often benefit from
multiple, open-ended research questions or a central question with
several sub-questions. These allow for deeper exploration, nuanced
understanding, and the discovery of emerging themes within a specific
context.

Mixed-Methods Research: This approach, which combines both quantitative3.
and qualitative techniques, almost invariably requires multiple research
questions. Typically, there will be distinct questions for the
quantitative component and the qualitative component, which are then
integrated to provide a more comprehensive understanding.

Exploratory vs. Confirmatory Studies: Exploratory studies tend to have4.
more questions to uncover new insights, while confirmatory studies might
focus on one or two to validate existing theories or hypotheses.

The methodology directly dictates the type of data that will be collected and
analyzed, and the research questions must be designed to be answerable
through those methods. A misalignment between the questions and the
methodology can render the research unfeasible or its findings inconclusive.

The Breadth and Depth of the Study
The desired breadth and depth of a research paper are central to determining
the number of research questions. A study that aims for immense depth into a
very specific phenomenon might be best served by a single, highly focused
question. This allows the researcher to exhaustively explore every facet of
that particular inquiry, providing rich, detailed, and profound insights. For
example, a single case study might use one question to explore a unique
situation in exquisite detail.



Conversely, a study seeking to cover a broader range of topics, explore
multiple variables, or compare several groups will likely require multiple
research questions. If the research aims to understand various dimensions of
a complex issue, such as the social, economic, and environmental impacts of a
policy, using separate questions for each dimension ensures comprehensive
coverage. However, it is crucial that these multiple questions remain
interconnected and contribute to a unified research objective, rather than
scattering the research effort across disparate topics. The balance between
breadth and depth must be carefully managed to prevent the study from
becoming either too superficial or overwhelmingly vast.

Academic Level and Paper Type
The academic level of the research paper—whether it is an undergraduate
essay, a Master's thesis, a doctoral dissertation, or a peer-reviewed journal
article—significantly influences the appropriate number of research
questions. Generally, higher academic levels demand greater depth and
originality, which can sometimes translate to a single, highly sophisticated
question or a well-structured set of complex, interconnected questions.

Undergraduate Papers: Often focus on a single, straightforward question
that can be answered through a literature review or a small-scale
empirical study.

Master's Theses: Typically involve one overarching research question,
which may be supported by two to three specific sub-questions to guide
the investigation into distinct components.

Doctoral Dissertations: These comprehensive works frequently feature one
primary research question, accompanied by three to five detailed sub-
questions. The sub-questions are critical for breaking down the complex
problem into manageable parts, ensuring thoroughness and intellectual
rigor.

Journal Articles: Depending on the journal's scope and the article's
nature (e.g., empirical study, review, conceptual paper), they might
have one to three highly focused research questions. Conciseness is
often valued for journal submissions.

The type of paper also plays a role. A literature review might have a guiding
question about the state of research on a topic, while an empirical study
will have questions about specific variables or relationships. Understanding
these expectations helps align the number of research questions with the
academic demands of the specific project.



Time and Resource Constraints
Practical limitations such as available time and resources are often
overlooked but critically important factors in determining how many research
questions a research paper should have. Each additional research question,
especially if it requires unique data collection or analytical approaches,
exponentially increases the workload, time commitment, and financial
resources needed. Researchers must be realistic about what they can achieve
within their given constraints.

Attempting to answer too many complex research questions with limited time or
insufficient resources can lead to superficial analysis, incomplete data, or
a rushed conclusion, compromising the quality and validity of the entire
study. It is far more effective to pursue one or two well-defined questions
thoroughly than to superficially address several. A pragmatic assessment of
available support, access to data, funding, and the researcher's own capacity
is essential for making an informed decision that ensures the research
project is both ambitious and achievable.

Crafting Effective Research Questions for Any
Number
Regardless of whether a researcher opts for a single, powerful research
question or a carefully constructed set of multiple questions, the quality of
each individual question remains paramount. Effective research questions are
the linchpin of a successful research paper, guiding the entire investigative
process and dictating the clarity and impact of the findings. Crafting these
questions requires meticulous attention to detail, a deep understanding of
the subject matter, and an awareness of the practicalities of research
execution.

This section provides essential guidelines for formulating research questions
that are not only well-posed but also align seamlessly with the research
objectives and methodological capabilities. Adhering to these principles
ensures that each question serves its purpose effectively, driving focused
inquiry and enabling meaningful contributions to the field. From ensuring
clarity and conciseness to verifying feasibility and ethical considerations,
each element is crucial for establishing a strong foundation for any research
project.

Clarity, Conciseness, and Focus
Every research question, whether standing alone or part of a larger set, must
be characterized by exceptional clarity, conciseness, and focus. A clear
question is unambiguous, leaving no room for misinterpretation of its intent
or scope. It uses precise language, avoiding jargon where possible, or
clearly defining any specialized terms. Conciseness means the question is
phrased as economically as possible, directly stating the inquiry without
unnecessary words or complex sentence structures. This brevity aids both the



researcher and the reader in understanding the core objective.

Focus is equally critical; a research question should narrow down a broad
topic to a specific, manageable inquiry. It should identify the key
variables, the population of interest, and the context of the study. For
instance, instead of "How does social media affect people?", a focused
question might be: "What is the impact of daily Instagram use on the self-
esteem of female adolescents in urban high schools?" This level of
specificity ensures that the research effort is directed towards producing
definitive answers rather than vague observations, regardless of whether it's
one research question or multiple research questions.

Feasibility and Ethical Considerations
Beyond being clear and focused, research questions must also be feasible and
ethically sound. Feasibility refers to the practical possibility of answering
the question within the given constraints of time, resources, expertise, and
access to data. A question that is theoretically interesting but impossible
to answer due to lack of accessible data or limitations in methodology will
lead to a failed project. Researchers must realistically assess their ability
to collect the necessary information and apply appropriate analytical
techniques. This involves considering:

Access: Can the target population or data sources be reached?

Skills: Does the researcher possess the necessary skills for the
methodology, or can they acquire them?

Time: Can the data collection and analysis be completed within the
project timeline?

Resources: Are there sufficient financial and material resources?

Ethical considerations are equally non-negotiable. Research questions must be
formulated in a way that respects the rights, privacy, and well-being of
participants and adheres to relevant institutional guidelines. Questions that
could potentially exploit, harm, or disrespect individuals or communities are
strictly unacceptable. This involves ensuring informed consent, maintaining
anonymity and confidentiality, and avoiding any research that could lead to
unfair or discriminatory outcomes. Ethical review boards often scrutinize
research questions as part of their approval process, underscoring their
importance.

Alignment with Research Objectives
A fundamental principle in crafting research questions is their direct
alignment with the overall research objectives and the central problem
statement. The research objectives articulate what the study aims to achieve,



while the problem statement defines the specific issue the research seeks to
resolve or understand. Research questions are the operationalization of these
objectives and problems; they are the interrogative statements that, when
answered, will fulfill the objectives and shed light on the problem.

If a research paper aims to "explore the factors influencing consumer
purchasing decisions for organic food," then its research questions should
directly address these factors. For example, specific questions might delve
into price sensitivity, environmental concerns, health consciousness, or
brand loyalty. Each question should be a logical step towards achieving the
broader objective. A clear and consistent alignment ensures that the research
remains focused, purposeful, and delivers findings that are directly relevant
to the stated aims, whether the paper has one core research question or
several supporting ones. This coherence is crucial for the paper's overall
argument and its contribution to knowledge.

Integrating Research Questions into Your
Paper's Structure
The strategic placement and integration of research questions within a
research paper are critical for establishing a clear, logical, and persuasive
argument. Research questions are not merely placeholders; they are active
components that dictate the flow and content of various sections of the
paper. Their proper incorporation ensures that the entire document remains
centered on the core inquiry, guiding both the writer and the reader through
the complexities of the investigation. Effective integration enhances the
paper's coherence, readability, and overall impact, underscoring the
importance of knowing how many research questions should a research paper
have and where they belong.

From the introductory framing of the problem to the culminating discussion of
findings, research questions serve as a consistent thread. This section
details how research questions should be woven into the key structural
elements of an academic paper, ensuring their consistent visibility and
relevance throughout the entire research narrative. Adhering to these
structural guidelines reinforces the paper's purpose and facilitates a clear
presentation of the research journey.

The Introduction and Problem Statement
The introduction is the primary location for formally presenting the research
questions. After providing necessary background information and establishing
the significance of the topic, the introduction transitions into the problem
statement, which articulates the specific gap in knowledge or issue the
research aims to address. The research questions naturally flow from this
problem statement, explicitly stating what the study will investigate to
resolve or understand the identified problem.

Typically, the research questions are presented towards the end of the



introductory section, often following the problem statement and the research
objectives. This placement allows the reader to understand the context and
rationale before being introduced to the specific inquiries the paper will
answer. Clearly stated questions in the introduction serve as a roadmap for
the reader, setting expectations for what will be covered in the subsequent
sections and highlighting the central focus of the entire paper. This is
especially vital for papers with multiple research questions, as it provides
an immediate overview of the study's breadth.

Methodology and Data Collection
Research questions play a pivotal role in shaping the methodology and data
collection strategies. Each research question, or sub-question, should
directly inform the choice of research design, participants, instruments, and
procedures. The methodology section must demonstrate how the selected methods
are appropriate and sufficient to answer each stated research question. This
linkage between questions and methods ensures that the research is sound and
that the necessary data are collected to address the inquiry.

For example, if a research question asks "What are the perceptions of
teachers regarding online learning platforms?", the methodology section would
detail how these perceptions will be gathered, perhaps through qualitative
interviews or surveys. If another question is "Does the use of online
learning platforms affect student performance?", the methodology would
outline a quantitative design, such as an experiment or a quasi-experiment,
with specific measures for student performance. Explicitly connecting the
methods to each research question clarifies the research design's logic and
reinforces its validity, showing precisely how the research will generate the
answers.

Discussion and Conclusion
The discussion and conclusion sections are where the research questions are
revisited and explicitly answered based on the findings. In the discussion
section, the results are interpreted in light of each research question,
explaining what the data reveal about the initial inquiries. Each question
should be addressed systematically, presenting the evidence from the findings
and discussing their implications. This is the stage where the research
questions truly come to fruition, demonstrating the value of the
investigation.

The conclusion section then synthesizes the answers to all research
questions, offering a concise summary of the main findings. It reiterates how
the research has addressed the initial problem statement and fulfilled its
objectives. For papers with multiple questions, the conclusion will integrate
the answers to provide a holistic understanding, potentially discussing how
the answers to sub-questions contribute to the primary research question.
This systematic approach ensures that the paper delivers a complete and
satisfying resolution to the initial inquiries, leaving the reader with a
clear understanding of the study's contributions and its impact on the field.



Common Pitfalls to Avoid
While determining how many research questions a research paper should have
and crafting them effectively are crucial steps, researchers often encounter
common pitfalls that can undermine the quality and coherence of their work.
Recognizing and avoiding these traps is as important as understanding the
best practices. These errors can lead to unfocused studies, inconclusive
results, or research papers that fail to make a significant contribution.
Addressing these potential issues proactively ensures a smoother research
process and a stronger final product.

This section outlines some of the most frequent mistakes made during the
formulation and application of research questions. By being aware of these
challenges—from questions that are too broad or too narrow to a lack of
cohesion among multiple questions—researchers can refine their approach and
develop a set of inquiries that are robust, answerable, and aligned with
their academic aspirations. A critical self-assessment at the early stages
can save considerable time and effort in the long run.

Overly Broad or Narrow Questions
One of the most common pitfalls is formulating research questions that are
either too broad or too narrow. An overly broad question, such as "What are
the causes of global warming?", attempts to cover too much ground, making it
impossible to address comprehensively within the scope of a single research
paper. Such questions lead to superficial analysis, vague findings, and a
lack of specific conclusions, as the researcher struggles to manage the vast
amount of information required. They often lack the focus necessary to
contribute new knowledge meaningfully.

Conversely, an overly narrow question can also be problematic. While
specificity is good, a question like "What is the average rainfall in my
backyard on Tuesdays in July?" might be too trivial or site-specific to offer
generalizable insights or contribute to a broader academic discussion. Such
questions may be easily answered but lack the significance to warrant
extensive research. The key is to find a balance—questions should be specific
enough to be manageable and answerable, yet broad enough to hold academic
interest and contribute meaningfully to the existing body of knowledge. This
balance is critical whether one is asking a single research question or
managing multiple research questions.

Lack of Cohesion Among Multiple Questions
When a research paper employs multiple research questions, a significant
pitfall is the lack of cohesion or logical connection among them. Each
question should not be a standalone inquiry but rather an integral part of a
larger, unified research problem. If the questions are disparate and do not
clearly relate to a central theme or overarching objective, the research
paper can appear fragmented and unfocused, resembling a collection of essays
rather than a cohesive study.



To avoid this, researchers must ensure that all sub-questions or secondary
questions logically flow from, and help to answer, the primary research
question or the central problem statement. They should work together to build
a comprehensive picture of the phenomenon under investigation. This can be
achieved by carefully mapping out the relationship between questions, perhaps
by using a conceptual framework or a detailed outline. Ensuring this cohesion
from the outset helps to maintain a strong narrative throughout the paper,
from the introduction to the conclusion, and provides a clear trajectory for
the investigation, irrespective of the number of research questions used.

Questions Not Answerable by Research
Another critical mistake is formulating research questions that, for various
reasons, cannot be adequately answered through empirical research or
theoretical analysis. This can occur if the question is:

Philosophical or Metaphysical: Questions about moral truths, existential
meaning, or topics that fall purely within the realm of philosophy
without empirical grounding are generally not suitable for scientific
research papers (e.g., "What is the meaning of life?").

Ethically Unfeasible: Questions that require unethical practices to
collect data, such as causing harm to participants or violating privacy,
cannot be pursued.

Resource-Intensive Beyond Capacity: Questions requiring vast amounts of
data, specialized equipment, or extended periods that are beyond the
researcher's practical capabilities.

Lacking Measurable Variables: Questions where the concepts are too
abstract or poorly defined to be operationalized into measurable
variables or observable phenomena.

Based on Non-Verifiable Assumptions: Questions that depend on
assumptions that cannot be tested or validated.

Before finalizing research questions, it is imperative to conduct a thorough
feasibility check. This involves considering whether the necessary data can
be collected, whether the methods are appropriate, and whether the scope is
manageable. Asking unanswerable questions leads to frustration, wasted
effort, and ultimately, an incomplete or invalid research paper. It is better
to revise or reformulate a question early on than to discover its
unfeasibility deep into the research process, highlighting the importance of
careful planning when determining how many research questions should a
research paper have.



Optimizing for Clarity and Impact
Ultimately, the decision of how many research questions a research paper
should have boils down to optimizing for clarity, focus, and impact. There is
no universally fixed number; rather, the ideal quantity is tailored to the
specific demands of the research project. Whether a single, deeply
penetrating question or a carefully articulated set of interconnected
questions, each must serve a distinct purpose in advancing the study's
objectives. The primary aim is to ensure that the chosen questions
effectively guide the investigation, facilitate rigorous analysis, and lead
to findings that are both significant and clearly communicated.

Effective research questions are the cornerstone of any strong academic
paper, allowing researchers to explore complex topics systematically and
contribute valuable insights to their respective fields. By meticulously
crafting and strategically integrating research questions, scholars can
ensure their work is coherent, impactful, and capable of addressing the
specific gaps in knowledge it set out to fill. The journey from initial
concept to a published paper is paved by the quality and strategic deployment
of these fundamental inquiries.

---

Q: How many research questions are typically
recommended for a Master's thesis?
A: For a Master's thesis, it is common to have one overarching primary
research question, often supported by two to three specific sub-questions.
The primary question defines the main focus of the thesis, while the sub-
questions break down the problem into manageable components, guiding the
specific areas of investigation necessary to answer the main question
comprehensively. This structure allows for both breadth and depth within the
scope of a Master's level study.

Q: Can a research paper have zero research
questions?
A: While some conceptual papers, literature reviews, or commentaries might
not explicitly state "research questions" in the traditional interrogative
form, they almost always operate with implicit guiding questions or a clear
thesis statement that serves a similar purpose. For empirical research or
dissertations, having explicit research questions is considered essential as
they provide the framework for the entire investigation, defining its scope,
objectives, and methodology. Therefore, for most academic research papers,
explicit research questions are critical.



Q: What is the difference between a research
question and a hypothesis?
A: A research question is an interrogative statement that asks what the
researcher wants to know or understand about a topic (e.g., "What is the
relationship between X and Y?"). A hypothesis, typically used in quantitative
research, is a testable, declarative statement that proposes a predicted
relationship between variables (e.g., "There will be a positive relationship
between X and Y."). Hypotheses are usually derived from research questions
and are specific predictions that can be empirically supported or refuted.

Q: How do research questions impact the methodology
section of a paper?
A: Research questions profoundly impact the methodology section as they
directly dictate the choice of research design, data collection methods, and
analytical techniques. Each question must be answerable through the chosen
methodology. For instance, a qualitative research question might lead to
interviews or focus groups, while a quantitative question might necessitate
surveys or experiments. The methodology section must clearly demonstrate how
the selected methods are appropriate and sufficient to address each stated
research question.

Q: Is it better to have one very broad research
question or several very specific ones?
A: Neither extreme is ideal. One very broad question can lead to a
superficial analysis and difficulty in maintaining focus, while several
overly specific questions might lack overall significance or fail to
contribute meaningfully to the broader field. The optimal approach is to
strike a balance: one clear, overarching research question (especially for
Master's theses or journal articles) often supported by a few well-defined,
interconnected sub-questions. This allows for both focused depth and
comprehensive coverage, ensuring the study is manageable yet impactful.

Q: Should research questions be revised during the
research process?
A: Yes, it is quite common and often beneficial to revise research questions
during the initial stages of the research process. As you delve deeper into
the literature review, refine your conceptual framework, or conduct pilot
studies, you might gain new insights that necessitate adjusting your
questions. Revisions can help make questions more focused, feasible, or
aligned with emerging understanding. However, significant revisions to core
questions should ideally be completed before substantial data collection



begins to avoid wasted effort or misaligned data.

Q: How do research questions relate to the
literature review?
A: Research questions are deeply intertwined with the literature review. The
literature review helps to identify gaps in existing knowledge, conflicting
findings, or areas that require further exploration—these gaps and needs
often give rise to the research questions. Conversely, the research questions
guide the literature review, directing the researcher to specific bodies of
work and theories relevant to their inquiry, ensuring that the review is
focused and purposeful in setting the context for the study.
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