best test prep for gmat

best test prep for gmat is a critical component for those aspiring to achieve high scores
on the GMAT examination. Preparing effectively for the GMAT can significantly impact
your business school application and future career opportunities. This article will explore
the various methods and resources available to help you select the best test prep options,
including courses, books, and online resources. Additionally, we will discuss strategies for
effective study planning, practice testing, and time management. By the end of this article,
you will have a comprehensive understanding of how to choose the best test prep for
GMAT that aligns with your learning style and goals.
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Understanding the GMAT Format

Before diving into the best test prep for GMAT, it is essential to understand the structure
of the exam. The GMAT is a standardized test used for admission to graduate business
programs around the world. It consists of four main sections: Analytical Writing
Assessment, Integrated Reasoning, Quantitative, and Verbal. Each section assesses
different skills crucial for success in business school and beyond.

Analytical Writing Assessment

This section requires test-takers to analyze an argument and write a critique. It measures
analytical writing skills and critical thinking. The essay is scored on a scale of 0 to 6, and it
is evaluated based on clarity, coherence, and argument analysis.



Integrated Reasoning

The Integrated Reasoning section assesses your ability to evaluate information presented
in multiple formats. This section includes graphics interpretation, two-part analysis, and
table analysis. It is scored on a scale of 1 to 8 and is crucial for roles that require data
analysis.

Quantitative and Verbal Sections

The Quantitative section tests mathematical skills, including problem-solving and data
sufficiency. The Verbal section evaluates reading comprehension, critical reasoning, and
sentence correction. Both sections are scored on a scale of 0 to 60, contributing to your
overall GMAT score, which ranges from 200 to 800.

Types of Test Prep Available

When it comes to preparing for the GMAT, various types of test prep options are available,
catering to different learning preferences and budgets. Understanding these options is
crucial for selecting the best test prep for GMAT that suits your needs.

In-Person Courses

In-person GMAT prep courses provide structured learning environments led by
experienced instructors. These courses typically include lectures, group discussions, and
practice exams. They are ideal for students who benefit from direct interaction and hands-
on learning.

Online Courses

Online GMAT prep courses offer flexibility and convenience. These courses often include
video lectures, interactive quizzes, and practice tests. They allow students to learn at their
own pace, making them suitable for those with busy schedules.

Private Tutoring

For personalized attention, private tutoring is an excellent option. Tutors can tailor their
sessions to focus on specific weaknesses, providing a customized study plan that
maximizes efficiency. This option can be more costly but is beneficial for those needing



targeted assistance.

Top GMAT Prep Courses

Several GMAT prep courses are recognized for their effectiveness and comprehensive
materials. Here are some of the top choices available:

 Kaplan GMAT Prep: Known for its extensive resources, Kaplan offers in-person and
online courses, practice tests, and adaptive learning technology.

e MBA.com: The official GMAT prep platform provides free resources, including
practice questions and a diagnostic test to help identify strengths and weaknesses.

e Manhattan Prep: Manhattan Prep is highly regarded for its rigorous curriculum and
quality materials, including books and online courses tailored to various learning
styles.

e Veritas Prep: Veritas offers comprehensive courses with a unique curriculum and a
focus on strategy, making it ideal for high achievers.

Best GMAT Prep Books

Books remain a popular study resource for GMAT preparation. Here are some of the best
GMAT prep books that can enhance your study experience:

e The Official Guide for GMAT Review: This book is published by the makers of the
GMAT and includes actual past exam questions, providing authentic practice
material.

¢ GMAT Prep Plus: This comprehensive guide features practice questions, video
tutorials, and a robust online question bank.

e Manhattan Prep GMAT Strategy Guides: This series covers each GMAT section in
detail, offering in-depth strategies and practice problems.

e Kaplan GMAT Prep Plus: Combining study strategies with practice questions, this
book provides an all-in-one resource for GMAT preparation.



Online Resources for GMAT Preparation

The internet offers a wealth of resources for GMAT preparation, from forums to practice
tools. Here are some notable online resources:

¢ GMAT Club: An online forum where students share tips, study resources, and
experiences. It also features practice questions and discussion boards.

e Beat The GMAT: A community-driven site offering study plans, resources, and
advice from successful test-takers.

e Magoosh: An online platform with video lessons, practice questions, and a
customizable study schedule.

e PrepScholar: This site offers a personalized study plan based on diagnostic tests,
ensuring focused and efficient preparation.

Study Strategies and Tips

To maximize the effectiveness of your GMAT preparation, adopting strategic study habits
is essential. Here are some strategies to consider:

Create a Study Schedule

Establishing a study schedule helps manage your time effectively. Allocate specific time
blocks for different sections of the GMAT and stick to this plan to ensure thorough
coverage of all material.

Focus on Weak Areas

Identifying and concentrating on your weak areas can lead to significant score
improvements. Use practice tests to pinpoint these areas and adjust your study plan
accordingly.

Practice Regularly

Regular practice is key to success. Incorporate a mix of question types into your study
sessions, and simulate test conditions to build confidence and improve timing.



Practice Testing and Performance Analysis

Taking practice tests is a vital part of GMAT preparation. Here’s how to effectively use
practice tests:

Utilize Official Practice Exams

Official practice exams from GMAC provide the most accurate representation of the actual
test. Take these exams under timed conditions to assess your performance realistically.

Analyze Your Results

After completing a practice test, analyze your results to identify patterns in your mistakes.
This analysis will guide your study focus and help refine your strategies.

Final Thoughts

Choosing the best test prep for GMAT requires careful consideration of your personal
learning style, budget, and available resources. With a wealth of courses, books, and
online tools at your disposal, you can create a tailored study plan that fosters success. By
understanding the exam format, utilizing effective study strategies, and regularly
practicing, you can confidently approach the GMAT and achieve your desired score.

Q: What is the best way to start preparing for the
GMAT?

A: The best way to start preparing for the GMAT is to familiarize yourself with the exam
format and content. Take a diagnostic test to assess your current level and identify
strengths and weaknesses. Based on your results, create a study plan that includes a mix
of resources such as prep courses, books, and practice questions.

Q: How long should I prepare for the GMAT?

A: The ideal preparation time for the GMAT varies by individual, but most students benefit
from a study period of 2 to 3 months, dedicating around 10 to 15 hours per week. This
timeframe allows for comprehensive coverage of all topics and ample practice.



Q: Are online courses as effective as in-person courses
for GMAT prep?

A: Online courses can be as effective as in-person courses, depending on your learning
style. They offer flexibility and convenience, allowing you to study at your own pace.
Choose a well-structured online program with quality materials to ensure effectiveness.

Q: How can I improve my score in the Quantitative
section?

A: To improve your score in the Quantitative section, focus on mastering fundamental
math concepts and practicing problem-solving strategies. Use official GMAT practice
questions and take timed practice tests to enhance your speed and accuracy.

Q: Should I take the GMAT more than once?

A: If you believe you can significantly improve your score, retaking the GMAT can be
beneficial. Many students choose to retake the exam after focused preparation,
particularly if their initial score does not reflect their capabilities.

Q: What is the average GMAT score for top business
schools?

A: The average GMAT score for top business schools typically ranges from 680 to 740.
However, each program has its own average score, so researching specific schools is
important.

Q: Are there free resources available for GMAT
preparation?

A: Yes, there are numerous free resources for GMAT preparation, including official
practice questions from GMAC, online forums, and study guides. Websites like GMAT Club
and MBA.com offer valuable materials at no cost.

Q: How do I choose the right GMAT prep course?

A: To choose the right GMAT prep course, consider factors such as your learning style,
budget, and schedule. Research different courses, read reviews, and take advantage of
free trials or introductory classes to find the best fit for you.

Q: What role does time management play in GMAT



preparation?

A: Time management is crucial in GMAT preparation, as it helps you allocate sufficient
time to each section and avoid last-minute cramming. Creating a structured study
schedule ensures that you cover all topics and practice effectively.
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