
azure sentinel workbooks
azure sentinel workbooks are an essential feature of Microsoft Azure
Sentinel, providing users with a powerful tool for visualizing and analyzing
security data. These workbooks enable security teams to create custom
dashboards that consolidate data from various sources, making it easier to
monitor threats and respond to incidents. This article will delve into the
functionality of Azure Sentinel workbooks, their benefits, how to create and
customize them, and best practices for leveraging them effectively.
Additionally, we will explore use cases and provide insights into their
integration with other Azure services.

This comprehensive guide aims to equip security professionals with the
knowledge to utilize Azure Sentinel workbooks to enhance their security
operations.
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Understanding Azure Sentinel Workbooks

Azure Sentinel workbooks are interactive, customizable dashboards that allow
users to visualize security data collected from various sources. They are
built on top of Azure Monitor Workbooks, which provide a rich set of
visualizations and analytical capabilities. With workbooks, organizations can
create tailored views of their security posture, facilitating better
decision-making and incident response.

These workbooks can aggregate data from Azure Sentinel's various data
connectors, including Azure Active Directory, Microsoft 365 Defender, and
third-party solutions. Users can leverage built-in templates or create new
workbooks from scratch, utilizing queries to pull in relevant data for
analysis.

Workbooks support a variety of visualizations such as charts, tables, and



maps, which help in representing complex data in a more digestible format.
They also allow for interactive controls, enabling users to filter data and
drill down into specific incidents or trends.

Benefits of Using Workbooks

The implementation of Azure Sentinel workbooks brings numerous advantages to
security operations. Some of the key benefits include:

Enhanced Visualization: Workbooks provide diverse visualization options,
making it easier to interpret data and identify trends.

Customizability: Users can tailor workbooks to meet specific
organizational needs, allowing for personalized dashboards that reflect
critical metrics.

Collaboration: Workbooks can be shared across teams, facilitating
collaboration in incident response and analysis.

Real-time Monitoring: Workbooks enable real-time data analysis, ensuring
security teams can respond promptly to threats.

Integration: They seamlessly integrate with other Azure services,
enhancing overall security posture.

By leveraging these benefits, organizations can significantly improve their
security operations and incident response capabilities, allowing for
proactive threat management.

Creating and Customizing Workbooks

Creating a workbook in Azure Sentinel is a straightforward process that
allows for extensive customization. Users can start with a blank workbook or
utilize one of the many available templates tailored for common security
scenarios.

Step-by-Step Creation Process

To create a workbook, follow these steps:



Navigate to the Azure Sentinel workspace in the Azure portal.1.

Select "Workbooks" from the left-hand menu.2.

Click on "Add new" to create a new workbook.3.

Choose to start from a template or create a blank workbook.4.

Add data queries using Kusto Query Language (KQL) to pull relevant data.5.

Insert visualizations such as charts, grids, and metrics.6.

Customize the layout and settings as needed.7.

Save and share the workbook with your team.8.

Customizing Visualizations

Customization is a key feature of Azure Sentinel workbooks. Users can
manipulate various aspects of the visualizations, including:

Chart Types: Choose from bar charts, line graphs, pie charts, and more
to represent data effectively.

Filters: Implement filters to allow users to narrow down the data
displayed based on specific criteria.

Time Range: Adjust the time range for data analysis to focus on recent
incidents or trends over time.

Data Labels: Enable data labels for clarity, ensuring key information is
readily available in visualizations.

This level of customization empowers organizations to align their dashboards
with specific security objectives, enhancing the overall effectiveness of
their security monitoring efforts.

Integrating Workbooks with Other Azure Services

Azure Sentinel workbooks can be integrated with various Azure services,
further extending their capabilities. This integration allows for a holistic
approach to security management, combining different data sources for



comprehensive analysis.

Integration with Azure Monitor

By integrating with Azure Monitor, users can pull in metrics and logs from
other Azure resources, allowing for a unified view of security across the
entire Azure ecosystem. This integration enhances visibility into potential
vulnerabilities and incidents.

Integration with Azure Logic Apps

Logic Apps can be used to automate responses to incidents detected in Azure
Sentinel. By linking workbooks with Logic Apps, organizations can set up
automated workflows to streamline incident response and remediation
processes.

Integration with Microsoft Defender

Microsoft Defender provides advanced threat protection and can feed data
directly into Azure Sentinel. Workbooks can visualize this data, enabling
security teams to assess threats and vulnerabilities in a cohesive manner.

Best Practices for Azure Sentinel Workbooks


