sentinel workbooks tabs

sentinel workbooks tabs are essential components in the Azure Sentinel ecosystem,
enabling users to effectively manage, analyze, and visualize their security data. These tabs
provide a structured approach to organizing workbooks, which are customizable
dashboards that allow security operations teams to monitor their environments. In this
article, we will delve into the functionality and benefits of sentinel workbooks tabs, explore
their various types, and discuss how they can be utilized to enhance security operations.
Furthermore, we will provide practical tips for setting up and managing these tabs, ensuring
that users can maximize their value in the context of security monitoring and incident
response.
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Understanding Workbooks in Azure Sentinel

Workbooks in Azure Sentinel are interactive tools that provide a canvas for visualizing data
and building reports based on security information from various sources. They allow
security teams to gain insights into their security posture and detect potential threats
through customizable charts, tables, and metrics. The integration of sentinel workbooks
tabs enhances this functionality by allowing for a more organized and user-friendly
experience.

Features of Workbooks

Workbooks come equipped with several features that make them a vital part of Azure
Sentinel:

¢ Custom Visualizations: Users can create tailored visualizations that meet their



specific needs, whether through charts, graphs, or tables.

* Query Capabilities: Workbooks support Kusto Query Language (KQL) for data
manipulation and extraction, enabling complex queries that yield actionable insights.

e Interactive Elements: Users can add parameters and filters to make the workbook
interactive, allowing for dynamic data exploration.

e Collaboration Tools: Workbooks can be shared with team members, facilitating
collaboration on security investigations and reporting.

Types of Sentinel Workbooks Tabs

Sentinel workbooks tabs can be categorized into several types, each serving a distinct
purpose in the analysis and monitoring process. Understanding these types can help users
effectively utilize them for their specific needs.

Default Tabs

Default tabs come pre-configured with Azure Sentinel and provide foundational insights into
security data:

e Overview Tab: This tab provides a high-level summary of security incidents and
alerts, showing trends and statistics.

* Incident Management Tab: It is dedicated to viewing and managing security
incidents, allowing users to drill down into details.

e Threat Intelligence Tab: This tab aggregates threat intelligence data to help teams
identify and respond to emerging threats.

Custom Tabs

Custom tabs can be created by users to address specific organizational needs or to
visualize particular data sets:

e Operational Metrics Tab: Users can build tabs to monitor operational metrics, such
as response times and incident resolution rates.



e Compliance Tab: This tab can be designed to track compliance-related metrics and
audits, ensuring adherence to regulatory standards.

e Data Source Specific Tab: Users can create tabs that focus on specific data
sources, such as Azure AD logs or firewall logs, for in-depth analysis.

How to Create and Customize Workbooks

Creating and customizing sentinel workbooks tabs is a straightforward process that can
significantly enhance the user experience in Azure Sentinel. The following steps outline how
to do this effectively.

Creating a New Workbook

To create a new workbook, follow these steps:

=

. Navigate to the Azure Sentinel portal.

. Select "Workbooks" from the main menu.

N

3. Click on "Add new" to create a new workbook.

4. Choose a template or start with a blank workbook.

Customizing Your Workbook

Once the workbook is created, users can customize it by:

e Adding Visualizations: Use the visualizations pane to add charts, tables, and
metrics that represent the data you want to analyze.

e Configuring Queries: Input KQL queries to fetch and manipulate the data that feeds
into your visualizations.

e Setting Parameters: Define parameters that allow users to filter data dynamically
for better insights.



Best Practices for Managing Sentinel Workbooks
Tabs

To ensure that sentinel workbooks tabs are effective and user-friendly, it is important to
follow best practices in their management. Implementing these practices can enhance
usability and improve security monitoring outcomes.

Regular Updates and Maintenance

Workbooks should be regularly updated to reflect changes in data sources, organizational
needs, and security landscapes. This involves:

* Reviewing Queries: Periodically check the KQL queries to ensure they are still
relevant and efficient.

* Updating Visualizations: Adapt visualizations to align with current security
priorities and incidents.

User Training and Documentation

Providing training for team members on how to use and customize workbooks is essential.
Additionally, maintaining documentation can help new users understand how to leverage
the tabs effectively.

Conclusion

Sentinel workbooks tabs are invaluable tools for security teams utilizing Azure Sentinel.
They facilitate better data visualization, organization, and monitoring of security incidents,
ultimately improving organizational security posture. By understanding the types of tabs
available, mastering the creation and customization process, and adhering to best
practices, teams can significantly enhance their security operations. As organizations
continue to face evolving security challenges, the effective use of sentinel workbooks tabs
will play a critical role in proactive threat detection and incident response.

Q: What are sentinel workbooks tabs?

A: Sentinel workbooks tabs are organized sections within Azure Sentinel workbooks that
allow users to visualize and manage security data effectively. They provide a structured



way to display information and insights derived from security logs and alerts.

Q: How do | create a custom workbook tab in Azure
Sentinel?

A: To create a custom workbook tab, navigate to the Azure Sentinel portal, select
"Workbooks," and click "Add new." From there, you can choose to start with a template or a
blank canvas and customize it by adding visualizations and queries.

Q: Can | share sentinel workbooks with my team?

A: Yes, sentinel workbooks can be shared with team members. Users can collaborate on
workbooks, allowing multiple team members to contribute to security investigations and
reporting.

Q: What is the benefit of using KQL in workbooks?

A: KQL (Kusto Query Language) is powerful for querying large datasets efficiently. It allows
users to extract relevant security data, perform complex analyses, and create tailored
visualizations based on specific needs.

Q: Are there pre-built templates for sentinel
workbooks?

A: Yes, Azure Sentinel provides several pre-built templates for workbooks that cover
common security scenarios, making it easier for users to start monitoring without building
from scratch.

Q: How often should | update my sentinel workbooks?

A: It is advisable to review and update sentinel workbooks regularly to ensure they reflect
current security priorities, data sources, and organizational requirements.

Q: What types of visualizations can | add to my
workbooks?

A: Users can add various types of visualizations to their workbooks, including charts, tables,
metrics, and maps, depending on the data being analyzed and the insights sought.

Q: How can | ensure that my workbooks are user-
friendly?

A: To ensure user-friendliness, regularly solicit feedback from users, provide clear



documentation, and implement intuitive layouts and visualizations that facilitate easy
navigation and data interpretation.

Q: What should | do if my KQL queries are not returning
expected results?

A: If KQL queries are not returning expected results, double-check the query syntax, ensure
the data sources are correctly configured, and verify that the data being queried contains
the information you're looking for.
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